BTNA Board of Directors 

February 9, 2009 - Meeting Agenda 

Location:
Martin Luther King Community Center – 40th and Illinois 

Time: 

7:00

	Agenda Item
	Who

	Opening Remarks, Introductions:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

· Introduction of Board Members

· Introduction of Guests

· Minutes of Last Meeting 
	J. Barth

	Treasurer’s Report 

· Annual Budget Review and Adoption 

· Donation/grant requests (Mid-North Pubic Safety) 
	J. Countryman 

	Neighbor Comments 
· Comments from on the neighborhood 

· Comments from Ralph K. Bedwell and other IPS parents re: IPS and BR High.
	BT Neighbors

	2009 Abandoned Housing Action Plan

· A committee has been established and is meeting; project update. 
	J. Barth/Committee Members

	Government Reform Proposals

· An overview and discussion of the proposed reforms to Indiana government (see attached article).
	Rylan Hall, Indiana Field Director, MySmartgov.org

	Work Plan Update:
Report by Committee 

· GAC committee: 

· Community Affairs Committee: Select date for neighborhood clean up – April 18th has been proposed.
· Public Safety Committee
· Human Resources  


	Committee Chairs

(Review work plan)

	Wrap-Up/Next Steps

· Next Meeting: 2/9/08 @ 7:00 
	J. Barth


Confused? Government makeover isn't complicated

By Marilyn Schultz

Did you ever notice how a story evolves after it is told and retold over and over? That's all the more true when a story is complex.

Something similar is happening with the recommendations to streamline local government that were made by the Indiana Commission on Local Government Reform and endorsed Dec. 19 by Gov. Mitch Daniels.

Advertisement

Quantcast

None of the recommendations, taken individually, is particularly complicated, but the commission -- commonly known as the Kernan-Shepard Commission in deference to its leaders -- was so thorough that, as a group, the recommendations seem to be causing some confusion. Please allow me to straighten out what I'll call the Top 9 Misperceptions about the Kernan-Shepard recommendations:

County government would be run by a dictator who would control everything. Kernan-Shepard calls for a single executive to replace the three commissioners and to set policy and oversee county government. The county council, which now has limited powers, would become a full-fledged legislative body akin to a city council, the General Assembly or the Congress. Members, most elected by district, would propose and pass ordinances in response to constituents. Ultimately, more officials with real power will be involved in county government than we have today.

The elimination of township government and other changes would put people out of work at the worst possible time. A smooth transition that results in leaner, more accountable government takes time. The legislation provides for considerable time for the county to plan and execute a smooth transfer of authority, giving displaced leaders the time to find jobs elsewhere or run for another office.

Emergency assistance will disappear if the township trustee is eliminated. Emergency assistance, or poor relief, is one of the most important safety nets in Indiana. No one has advocated its elimination. As it is administered, however, an individual deemed worthy of help in one township would be out of luck in another. A countywide system ensures that the distribution of poor relief would be equitable, based on state guidelines. What's more, it would ensure that all county residents would be taxed equally to provide revenue for poor relief.

Eliminating township government takes government farther from the people and thus is less democratic. The government's structure should change to fit the needs of society. In the mid-19th century, small geographic political areas such as townships were needed so citizens would have access within a day's horse ride. Today's technology allows for a different structure and greater accountability. The fact is, most townships operate under the radar with budgets and services rarely scrutinized by anyone other than their small advisory board.

A system that is understandable and visible is more democratic than the fragmented, overlapping and obscure system that we have today. And a system with the same checks and balances that we find in other democratic units results in greater accountability.

Small schools will be closed. No one involved with the commission proposes closing schools. We want a leaner, more efficient administrative structure so more dollars go the classroom to educate kids for a world economy. Daniels' proposal aims to accomplish that by requiring school districts with fewer than 1,000 students to combine their district central offices with another district. The legislation explicitly prohibits closure of a high school for five years after consolidation of the administration.

Libraries will be closed. No one involved with the commission proposes closing libraries. We want a lean, countywide administrative structure that covers everyone in the county. The legislation, drafted in consultation with the Indiana Public Library Coalition, spells out minimum standards and a countywide planning process with broad community representation.

Volunteer firefighters will disappear. No one involved with the commission proposes eliminating volunteer firefighters, who are essential to public safety in Indiana and who complement professional firefighters while holding property taxes down.

We want better coordination among public safety departments, without duplication. A county coordinating board for public safety, comprised of elected officials and the heads of public safety units, including volunteers, will oversee all public safety functions.

Everyone will have to drive to the county courthouse to do business with the county government -- even people seeking emergency assistance. Many county services will be available in satellite offices. How they are dispersed will be an important part of the countywide planning process, which must follow state guidelines concerning accessibility.

The legislature will be so busy with the state budget that it can't consider the Kernan-Shepard recommendations. It's a tough budget year, but that doesn't mean lawmakers should ignore other sensible proposals. Besides, while the House deals with the budget, the reform recommendations will originate in the Senate.

