BTNA Board of Directors 

January 12, 2009 - Meeting Minutes 

Location:
Martin Luther King Community Center – 40th and Illinois 

Time: 

7:00

Board members:  Catherine Clements, B. Teeley, W. Moss, S. Fisher, J. Barth, J. Johnson, K. Swiontek, G. Neubauer, S. McClain, C. Cotterill, I. Willett, M. Morgan

Guests:  D. Vanausdal, H. Spiegel, C. Yeager, K. Jessup, R. Whaley, N. Walker

Opening Remarks, Introductions:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

· Introduction of Board Members

· Introduction of Guests

· Minutes:  W. Moss moved that minutes from Sept. and Nov. be approved with minor change to Nov. minutes, S. McClain seconded, vote unanimous in favor.
Executive Committee Election

· Election of Secretary and Treasurer
· C. Cotterill moved to re-elect C. Clements and J. Countryman to serve as secretary and treasurer, B. Teeley seconded, vote unanimous in favor.
Treasurer’s Report 

· Donation/grant requests (Mid-North Pubic Safety, IMPD Community Day)
· J. Countryman had new baby, was unable to come to meeting to present budget.  

· IMPD Community Day June 25th:  Day is no longer funded by city.  Will be at Broad Ripple Park.  If interested in helping/volunteering, contact either K. Jessup at 20099@indygov.org, 327-6167; or Officer Rusk:  c3202@indygov.org, 327-6168.

· IMPD is looking for a contribution from neighborhoods of $50 to help support the community day.  J. Johnson moved to contribute $50 to help support IMPD community day, G. Neubauer seconded, vote unanimous in favor.
Neighbor Comments 
· P. Spiegel:  Teaches class in language and culture at Butler.  Would like some of her students to observe board meetings and contact board members.  Would involve recording the meetings.  J. Barth would like copies of recordings to provide to BTNA archive.  The students will be attending at various times during the spring semester.

· C. Clements:  Concerned about unauthorized carpet sale signs in various locations around neighborhood.  Code enforcement will look into it.

· From K. Jessup:  57 arrests since 9/08 in home invasion burglaries.  34 of these are out of jail now.  Proposal to write letter to court system expressing our frustration that the judges are letting these recently arrested people out of jail.  Need to get data from IMPD first.  

· C. Cotterill will determine what information we need before we write the letter.

· J. Barth will talk with Jessup about ride alongs and about a public safety communication for the listserv.

· Food banks:  Need donations.  St. Thomas or MLK Center accept food donations.

2009 Work Plan 

Community affairs activities:

· Neighborhood cleanup—Chris and Ike (April 2009)

· All-Neighborhood Meeting—Neil and JoAnn (potential guest—Andre Carson?) July 2009

· Annual Meeting—John B. October 2009

· BTNA News—Rotate responsibility for articles—Note that longtime technical editor has resigned.  Discussion of reducing publication to quarterly or reduce the size of the publication.  

· Will go forward with the first issue of the year and will re-assess based on cost information from this issue.  S. Fisher and C. Cotterill to coordinate with membership committee to consider expanding advertiser push.  J. Barth to coordinate offline BTNA News business meeting.

· First issue:  Chris, Ike, Brendan

· BTNA Website:  Kevin

· BBOT Meetings:  Tom—Board would like report on those meetings

Government Affairs:

· Gretchen, Tom—will meet as needed to discuss land use/zoning, legislative issues, and infrastructure issue management.

Public Safety/Crime Watch: Brendan

· Peace in the Streets:  John B., Netetia, Larry, Mike (May 2009)

· Abandoned Housing:  Brendan, Mike, Neil, Ike, Wayne, John, JoAnn.  

· Group has discussed using some sort of CDC to deal with vacant homes/properties.  
· 1.  Plan to get neighbors involved in mapping out problem properties.  Note MPSC intern will be able to help with this.  

· 2.  Financial literacy event:  Netetia, John B. (TBD).  

· Netetia Walker would like support of BTNA to make proposal for MLK Center to start CDC right here in our neighborhood.  Kevin moved that board supports proposal; B. Teeley seconded, vote unanimous in favor.  

· National Night Out:  TBD whether we will participate.  

Human Resources:  Mike and Larry

· Recruiting new members and membership drive

2009 Abandoned Housing Action Plan

· See above for 2009 priorities. 
Government Reform Proposals
· Rylan Hall, Indiana Field Director, MySmartgov.org
· Not in attendance tonight but will attend future meeting. 
Work Plan Update: (see above for 2009 priorities by committee)
Wrap-Up/Next Steps

· Next Meeting: 2/9/08 @ 7:00
