BTNA Board of Directors 

August 11, 2008 - Meeting Agenda 

Location:
Martin Luther King Community Center – 40th and Illinois 

Time: 

7:00

Attendees:  Catherine Clements, Wayne Moss, Ike Willett, Andrew Follman, Scott Fisher, Larry Fitzgerald, John Barth, JoAnn Johnson

Absent:  John Countryman, Chris Cotterill, Sonja McClain, Kevin Swiontek
Guests:  Netetia Walker, Bob and Lucy Riegel, Maxine Ferguson, Brendan Teeley, Nickolaus Bicz, Neal Bloede, Lt. Gerry Learry

	Agenda Item
	Who

	Opening Remarks, Introductions:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

· Introduction of Board Members

· Introduction of Guests

· Minutes of Last Meeting (Attached)
	J. Barth

Review Minutes from last meeting:  W. Moss moved to approve minutes as distributed, J. Johnson Seconded, vote unanimous in favor.



	Treasurer’s Report 

· Monthly Update 

· MLK Community Center Grant 
	J. Countryman 

· There is money in the bank.  Also, tremendous response to last BTNA news—got more memberships

· 2008 taxes have been filed

· MLK Grant:  Has been distributed; N. Walker to attend October meeting and give update on the use of the funds

	Neighbor Comments 
· Comments from on the neighborhood 
	BT Neighbors

· Bob Riegel:  Traffic concerns around the International school at 49th and Boulevard.  Received letter response from principal of school promising to better educate parents at the school. J. Barth to follow up with phone call to principal of school.  Will report back to the board next month.

· Lucy Riegel:  concerned about house being renovated at the southeast corner of Sunset and 42nd.  No address on the house.  Would like to look into whether the renovators have the proper permits.  Inappropriate dumping.

· From N. Bicz:  overview of what he can do to support our neighborhood association.

· 10 sections of HHC code that deal with neighborhood-related stuff:  

· Signage—permits required for signs

· Failure to obtain improvement location permit—any structure that is over 18 in. tall and 120 S.F.—need this type of permit.

· Garbage and debris—HHC can take care of it but N. can write ticket.

· Inoperable vehicles.  

· Commercial vehicles parked in residential area prohibited

· Commercial activities run in homes

· Fences above 6 ft. tall

· Failure to comply with rezoning, variances, special exceptions

· Violation of stop work order

· We could get list of top 10 properties that are violating these code sections and keep communicating with N. Bicz regarding progress.  Give addresses to N. Bicz and then he will go out and do inspection; will send letter if there is a violation.  10-18 days to respond to letter, and Bicz must close matter within 60 days.

	Indy Park’s Park Foundation

· Discuss Establishment of a BTN Park Fund
	Stuart Lowry (Indy Parks)

Delayed until next month.  Elwood Black park—the former Fairview park—was recently re-dedicated.  Stuart Lowry—will talk about Indy parks.  No more improvements from the city.  Would like to work with neighborhood associations to set up funds to improve parks.  S. Lowry will attend next meeting to provide information on this proposal.  

	Back to School Rally

· Event report 
	J. Barth/N. Walker 

· 6 organizations including BTNA sponsored the event.  8 different activities—art contest, backpack distribution, blood drive, activities for younger children, vendors, partnered with peace fest and basketball tournament.  6 collection sites throughout the neighborhood.  

· 250-275 people came through for the event.

· Gave out 150 backpacks to children who were present.  

· Next steps:  Children need supplies throughout the year, so will determine how to make supplies available to children who need them throughout the year.

· BTNA bumper stickers now available.

	History Project (s):

· BU Library Project Update 

· Video History Project (Daily Lloyd, George G, Steve West) 
	J. Barth 

· Historical BTNA info given to Butler library.  

· Initial documentary—have interviewed Daisy Lloyd, George Geib, and Steve West.  Would like to get in contact with 2nd BTNA president.  Documentary may not be ready in time for Oct. meeting but that is still a goal.

	Neighborhood Garage Sale/Annual Meeting/National Night Out  

· Planning update 

· Volunteer Needs 
	K. Swiontek

· Garage sale next weekend.  Ad in paper for garage sale.  

· National Night out:  was a success

· Plea for help for community affairs committee.  

· J. Johnson volunteered.

	“All Neighborhood” Meeting 

· Action Item Follow-Up 

· Abandoned Homes 

· Public Safety Committee 
	J. Barth 

· Questions from all-neighborhood meeting:  C. Cotterill will provide follow-up at next meeting.

· Abandoned housing:  BTNA can buy abandoned houses

· 10 am meeting 8/21:  Problem property task force meeting

· Mapleton Fall Creek—aggressive action against abandoned homes.  Lt. Leary—will be cataloging all abandoned properties.  BTNA will help with this if possible.
· First step:  meet with Mapleton/Fall creek to see how they do what they do.  S. Fisher brought up that Butler might be willing to help with initiative

	Priority Updates:
Report by Committee 

· GAC committee: G. Neubauer

· Community Affairs Committee: K. Swiontek

· Public Safety Committee/Human Resources (Mid-North Public Safety funding): C. Cotterill


	Committee Chairs

Committee Chairs absent this meeting; no updates.

	Wrap-Up/Next Steps

· Next Meeting: 9/8/08 @ 7:00 
	J. Barth


