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The joy shows in the face of  volunteer 
Mary Calkins as she tutors a • rst grader.  
Ms. Calkins, a mother whose own chil-
dren • ew the nest long ago, receives great 
satisfaction as she volunteers two morn-
ings a week at IPS School #43.  First re-
cruited by a friend at Fairview Presbyteri-
an, Mary continues to drive to the school, 
although she and her husband have since 
moved some distance away from the But-
ler-Tarkington neighborhood. 

Principal Mrs. Kamona Coleman-Mc-
Dowell welcomes all volunteers and she 
estimates there may be about 25 at School 
#43 this year.  They include students 

from Marian College and Butler Univer-
sity, as well as neighborhood parents and 
grandparents who are strongly commit-
ted to helping our children achieve.  Ms. 
Coleman-McDowell stresses that consis-
tency on the part of  the volunteer is very 
important.  “Please don’t sign up for • ve 
days a week and then show up for one 
day.  The kids are depending on you,” she 
says. 

Tutors are needed in all areas of  the 
school – lower grades, upper grades, 
math, reading, science.  Afraid you don’t 
have the necessary skills to help • fth 
grade math students?  A training pro-
gram is held in September for volunteers 
to brush up on current methods being 
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Saturday, January 31, at 7:00 p.m. I 
pulled up to the North District head-
quarters of  the Indianapolis Metropoli-
tan Police Department. I was there to 
participate in my • rst “ride-along” with 
an of• cer on patrol in the North District.

Through BTNA’s recent focus on 
abandoned housing, I had become aware 
of  the connection between abandoned 
housing and crime, and I wanted a bet-
ter understanding of  how the IMPD pa-
trols our neighborhood. As it happens, 
I didn’t spend much time in the Butler-
Tarkington neighborhood, but rather in 
the northern part of  the North District’s 
zone – between Fox Hill Drive on the 
south, 96th Street on the north, Michigan 
on the west and Meridian on the east.  
The ride-along was very illuminating 
and left me with a deeper knowledge of  
crime in Indianapolis and an apprecia-
tion of  how the IMPD works to combat 
it.

I was assigned to ride along with 
Of• cer Lundy, in his second year with 
IMPD and a veteran of  three overseas 
deployments as part of  the Indiana Na-
tional Guard. Of• cer Lundy recently 
transferred from the southern section of  
the North District to the far north and 
already had a strong sense of  the area we 
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In the November/December edition 
of  the BTNA News, I wrote about the 
Butler-Tarkington Neighbor-
hood Association’s (BTNA) 
work developing an actionable 
strategy around the concern 
of  abandoned housing.

In the time since that edi-
tion was published, BTNA 
Board members have engaged 
with many of  our nearby 
neighborhood associations (Meridian-
Kessler, in particular) our key partners 
(the Martin Luther King Community 
Center), and city leaders (Sherron Frank-
lin, director of  abandoned housing) and 
most importantly 
our neighbors in 
order to prepare a 
strategy for the • rst 
half  of  2009.  The 
strategy revolves 
around two impor-
tant activities - pre-
vention and identi-
• cation – both are 
described below. 

The prevention 
strategy is focused on assisting folks 
in our neighborhood who could have 
missed a few mortgage payments, or 
may even be facing foreclosure and are 
unsure of  what assistance exists or how 
to seek it out.

In response to this need and in 
partnership with the Meridian-Kessler 
Neighborhood Association (MKNA) 
and the Martin Luther King Community 
Center (MLKCC), BTNA is hosting a 
Homeowner Resource Fair on April 25th

from 10:00 – 2:00 at the MLKCC. The 
aim of  the event is to provide asset pro-
tection information, • nancial counsel-
ing, and access to a variety of  non-pro• t 
organizations. It is our hope that this 
event will provide the right information 

at the right time to give homeowners the 
guidance they need to keep their homes 
and, as a result, to keep the neighbor-
hood strong.

The identi• cation strategy is aimed at 
resolving a simple question: 
how many abandoned homes 
are there in the Butler-Tark-
ington neighborhood? It is a 
deceptively simple question 
because there is no one an-
swer and the answer depends 
on who you ask. The Land 
Bank, the Sheriff ’s Of• ce, and 

the police all have different answers.
To resolve this question, BTNA will 

create its own “source of  truth” by look-
ing at available data and walking the 
neighborhood and putting our list to-

gether. From there, 
we will begin to 
implement our long-
term strategy, which 
is still under devel-
opment. 

All the work 
above is being done 
by a group of  BTNA 
board members and 
several neighbor-
hood volunteers.  

We encourage any neighbor with an in-
terest in this area to get involved as we 
move to make the projects listed above 
a reality. To get involved, please contact 
me at jbarth53@hotmail.com or attend 
the next BTNA business meeting, which 
takes place the second Monday of  the 
month at 7:00 at the MLKCC.

ON  ANOTHER  NOTE ...
Several neighbors have been in touch 

with me recently concerning the rumors 
that the Fire Station at 56th and Illinois 
is slated to close. I checked into this and 
both BTNA’s neighborhood liaison and 
our city council member have con• rmed 
that the station is not targeted for clo-
sure.

Marian Wright Edelman, lifelong ad-
vocate for disadvantaged Americans 
and founder and president of  the 
Children’s Defense Fund, will speak at 
Clowes on March 23 as part of  Butler 
University’s Celebration of  Diversity 
Distinguished Lecture Series.

The event begins at 7:30 p.m. Admission 
is free and open to the public, but a ticket 
is required. Tickets are available at the 
Clowes box of• ce, (317) 940-6444.

Butler University hosts the 17th an-
nual Bulldog Jog 5K run/walk begin-
ning at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 21.

Registration is $20 through March 11. 
Late registration – March 12 through 
the morning of  the event – is $25. Par-
ticipants can register online at www.
signmeup.com/63450 or by calling 
the Alumni Of• ce at (317) 940-9946.

Registration is open to the commu-
nity. Proceeds from the event bene• t 
the Butler University Student Foun-
dation Book Scholarship.

The success of  Butler’s student-
athletes wasn’t limited to the playing 
• elds this fall. Butler’s 17 men’s and 
women’s athletic teams combined to 
post a department cumulative grade 
point average of  3.137 on a 4.00 scale.

The women’s track team led all squads 
with a 3.532 grade point average, 
while the men’s tennis squad topped 
the male teams with a 3.383 GPA.

The Butler Bulldog has a name. The 
mascot was introduced to the crowd 
as “Hink” for the • rst time Jan. 22 at 
the men’s basketball game against the 
University of  Wisconsin-Green Bay.

Hink was one of  nearly 300 unique 
name suggestions submitted by fans 
as part of  the “Name That Dawg” 
contest that launched in November. 
The four • nalists — Hink, Buster, 
Barkley and Buddy — had been an-
nounced in December.

the president ’s message
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Nicole James moved to In-
dianapolis 14 years ago after 
graduating from the Universi-
ty of  Michigan with 
a Masters degree in 
Information and 
Library Science to 
take a position with 
the Indianapolis 
Marion County 
Public Library.

Over the years, 
Nicole has worked in a num-
ber of  locations and capacities 
for the library system and is 
currently manager of  the Col-
lege Avenue library at 42nd 
Street.  The Butler Tarkington 
Neighborhood’s proximity to 
the College Avenue library 
and Clowes Hall, where James 
is a frequent patron, the 56th 

and Illinois retail center, and 
numerous friends convinced 
James to relocate from north-
ern Washington Township to 
her Kenwood Avenue home 
three years ago.  She enjoys 

the history and di-
versity of  the But-
ler Tarkington area.

James was born 
in the Upper Pen-
insula of  Michigan 
and was raised in 
Germany.  This fu-
eled her interest in 

pursuing a Bachelor’s degree 
in history, with a focus on 
20th Century European His-
tory.  Her love of  history and 
passion for reading has trans-
lated well into her duties at the 
College Avenue library.  James 
is a fervent advocate for uti-
lizing the many resources pro-
vided by the Marion County 

library system.  She hopes 
the community realizes that 
the “library is not just about 
books.”  The various meeting 
rooms available to the public, 
as well as the book clubs and 
children’s story times, are just 
a few of  the library’s offer-
ings.  In fact, the library also 
boasts an excellent music and 
DVD collection that is popu-
lar with many of  the patrons.  
James remarks that Indianap-
olis residents should make use 
of  the library since their taxes 
pay for its services.

In addition to her work at 
the library, James donates her 
time and energies to the Mid-
North Public Safety Commit-
tee.  At ten o’clock on the • rst 
Friday of  every month volun-
teers meet at the College Av-
enue Library to discuss safety 
issues facing the local com-
munity.  James encourages 
residents of  Butler Tarking-
ton to attend these meetings 
as a way to stay informed 
about their community and to 
get involved in making their 
neighborhoods safer.

Perhaps one of  the causes 
closest to James’s heart is her 
work with IndyFeral, an orga-
nization dedicated to manag-
ing the population of  stray 
and feral cats in the region.  
IndyFeral, an organization 
sanctioned by the ASPCA and 

the Humane Society, follows 
the policy of  T-N-R, or trap-
ping, neutering, and return-
ing stray and feral cats to the 
environment in which they 
were found.  This program 
provides a less cruel and more 
effective method for control-
ling the stray and abandoned 
cat population.  In addition 
to their T-N-R program, In-
dyFeral feeds, vaccinates, and 
monitors the health of  the 
abandoned and feral cat pop-
ulation while educating the 
public about the bene• ts of  
such activities.

As a volunteer, James helps 
maintain the cat population 
near 40th Street and Boule-
vard. James encourages all 
Butler Tarkington residents 
who know of  an abandoned 
or feral cat, or have any in-
formation regarding the white 
shorthair cat for which she 
is caring, to call IndyFeral at 
596-2300 or visit www.Indy-
Feral.org.

Currently, James is caring 
for a local domestic shorthair 
cat with tabby markings (ap-
proximately 13-14 lbs) that 
frequents her house looking 
for food.  If  anyone has infor-
mation about this cat, often 
seen on Kenwood Avenue be-
tween 46th and 52nd Streets, 
please contact Nicole James at 
722-1058.
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used in the classroom.  An additional 
training program can be arranged this 
spring if  enough new volunteers sign up.

When asked about volunteers during 
summer school, Ms. Coleman-McDowell 
agreed that they are needed.  Unfortu-
nately, summer school is available only 
for those children who get assigned, i.e. 
those who failed 
ISTEP.

ISTEP scores at 
School #43 showed 
improvement in EV-
ERY area this year.

In Grade 3 the 
percent who passed 
ISTEP math in-
creased by 1 percent 
from 2007-08 (46% 
to 47%).  Grade 3 
Language Arts increased from 59% to 
63%; Grade 4 math from 50% to 72%; 
Grade 4 Language Arts from 48% to 
68%; Grade 5 Math from 55% to 69%; 
Grade 5 Language Arts from 62% to 
71%; Grade 5 Science from 36% to 
42%; Grade 6 Math from 62% to 85% 

and Grade 6 Language Arts from 44% to 
69%.  

Although the improved ISTEP scores 
are encouraging, the school lags behind 
Indiana State averages in most classes.  
And, despite excellent teachers in the 
classrooms, many young children have 
dif! culty paying attention.  These are the 
children who bene! t most from one-on-

one tutoring – some-
one who can listen to 
them read, patiently 
help them learn to 
sound out words, 
and help them un-
derstand basic math 
concepts.   

A background 
check and ! nger-
printing is required 
for those interested 

in volunteering in IPS schools.  Forms 
may be picked up in the of! ce at School 
#43, 40th and Capitol Avenue.  Why not 
decide now to give a few hours of  your 
time and help make a difference in the 
life of  a child.  Chances are you will both 
be glad you did.
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COLLEGE  BRANCH

Storytime Under the Sea, March 17 
at 10:30 a.m.; March 24 at 10:30 a.m.; 
March 31 at 10:30 a.m.  Preschoolers 
ages 3 - 5 and an adult are invited for 
stories, songs, crafts and fun" 

College Avenue KIDZ Club, March 18 at 
3:30 p.m.; March 25 at 3:30 p.m.  School-
age children are invited for after-school 
stories, crafts, and fun activities. 

Drop-In Craft at College Avenue, March 
19 - March 21 During Library Hours. 
Children of  all ages are invited to drop 
in to create a fun craft for home. 

Bunny Hug Baby and Toddler Program, 
March 19 at 10:30 a.m.; March 26 at 
10:30 a.m. Babies and toddlers up to age 
3 and an adult are invited for an active 
story time.

Library Board of  Trustees, March 19 at 
6:30 p.m. The public is invited to attend 

the monthly 
meeting of  
the Library 
Board of  
Trustees and meet Board members. Call 
275-4003 to con! rm the time of  the 
meeting. 

Chess Tournament, March 21 During 
Library Hours. Adults and teens ages 16 
and over are invited to checkmate their 
way to the top in this all-day chess tour-
nament. Call 275-4320 to register.

Dr. Seuss on the Loose!, March 23 at 
6:30 p.m. Families and children of  all 
ages are invited for a madcap show fea-
turing Dr. Seuss books and magic pre-
sented by Don Miller of  FamilyTime 
Entertainment.

Teen Program at College Avenue, March 
26 at 6:00 p.m. Teens are invited for this 
monthly program just for them. Call the 

branch for program details. 
Savvy Saving, March 31 from 6:30 p.m. 

- 8:00 p.m. Adults are invited as Candace 
Barnes will share tried and true saving 
techniques for those on a budget. Par-
ticipants will receive a take-home work-
book with helpful money-saving tips. 
Learn more from Candace’s website at 
www.frugalindy.com. Call 275-4320 to 
register. Call 275-4320 to register.

GLENDALE  BRANCH

Free Internet Basics: Parts I & II, March 
17 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.; March 
19 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Adults 
are invited to learn Internet basics, in-
cluding hands-on exercises and teaching 
notes. Participants must attend both ses-
sions. This is a two-part class held on 
March 10 & March 17. Call 275-4410 to 
register.

Creative Writing Workshop, March 17 
from 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Adults and 
teens ages 16 and over are invited to 
! nd the inner author within them with 
published writer and instructor Susan 
Lawson. All writing supplies will be 
provided. Call 275-4410 to register. Call 
275-4410 to register.

Baby Storytime at Glendale, March 18 at 
10:30 a.m.; March 25 at 10:30 a.m. Ba-
bies up to 18 months and an adult are 
invited for stories and activities just for 
them. 

As I Recall Storytelling Guild, March 18 
from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Adults are in-
vited to share family stories with profes-
sional storyteller Sandra Harris during a 
program presented in partnership with 
Storytelling Arts of  Indiana. 

Preschool Storytime at Glendale, March 
19 at 10:30 a.m.; March 26 at 10:30 a.m. 
Preschoolers and an adult are invited for 
stories and activities. 

Evening Stories at Glendale, March 19 
at 7:00 p.m.; March 26 at 7:00 p.m. Pre-
schoolers and an adult are invited for 
stories and activities.



were patrolling. During the night we responded to two inci-
dents of  breaking and entering (one was a false alarm, the 
second was inconclusive) and took a few reports (one where a 
resident suspected his wallet stolen after paying for gas at the 
BP at 52nd and Keystone).

We checked areas around many businesses to ensure that 
they were secure, ran the license plates of  multiple cars that 
were suspicious for one reason or another (for example, cars 
that for no apparent reason were idling near closed busi-
nesses), and pulled cars over for traf• c violations. We also 
patrolled areas where suspected gang members were known 
to linger and kept an eye out for suspicious activity.

In addition to introducing me to the front lines of law 
enforcement, Of• cer Lundy was very helpful in helping me 
understand the patterns of  crime in Indianapolis (how one 
neighborhood’s problems can push into another neighbor-
hood) and the movement through the system of  those who 
are arrested. 

I learned several things from my IMPD ride-along. First, 
Indianapolis is fortunate to have a police force with such 
committed and professional of• cers. Of• cer Lundy had an 
obvious commitment to the IMPD, the city, and its citizens. 
I met several other of• cers that night who were universally 
helpful and focused on doing what they could to keep us all 
safe.

Second, I learned that successful police work is, at its core, 
attention to detail. Taking time to check the tags of  a suspi-
cious vehicle, keeping an eye out for cars known to have been 
at the scene of  a crime, and knowing a community and its res-
idents well seem to be keys to preventing and stopping crime.

The • nal realization was spurred by seeing neighbors come 
out of  their homes at the suspected break-ins to make sure 
everything was okay. This reinforced for me the importance 
of  one of  BTNA’s missions: building an activated community 
of  neighbors who support and keep an eye out for each other. 
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Children and 
families can hear a 
member of  the In-
diana Pacers read 
a popular story in 
children’s literature 
on the Indianapo-
lis-Marion County 
Public Library 
“Call-a-Story” tele-
phone line at 275-
4444. 

“Call-a-Pacer” begins the week of  March 2 and continues 
through the week of  June 15, 2009. 

This year’s lineup of  Pacers and their stories includes: 
Week of  March 2  -  Brandon Rush reading Junie B. Jones 

Has a Monster Under Her Bed  by Barbara Park 
Week of  March 9  -  Maceo Baston reading Horrible Harry 

Cracks the Code by Suzy Kline 
Week of  March 16  -  Roy Hibbert reading Cam Jansen and 

the Mystery of  the Haunted House by David A. Adler 
Week of  March 23  -  Rasho Nesterovic reading A Jigsaw 

Jones Mystery: The Case of  the Circus Clown by James Preller 
Week of  March 30  -  Josh McRoberts reading Cam Jansen 

and the Mystery of  the Monster Movie by David. A. Adler 
Week of  April 6  -  Danny Granger reading I, Amber Brown 

by Paula Danziger 
Week of  April 13  -  T.J. Ford reading The Candy Corn Con-

test by Patricia Reilly Giff  
Week of  April 20  -  Stephen Graham reading How Many 

Stars in the Sky by Lenny Hort 
Week of  April 27  -  Travis Diener reading Froggy’s Sleepover 

by Jonathan London 
Week of  May 4  -  Jarrett Jack reading Junie B. Jones and Some 

Sneaky Peeky Spying by Barbara Park 
Week of  May 11  -  Mike Dunleavy reading Horrible Harry 

and the Mud Gremlins by Suzy Kline 
Week of  May 18  -  Troy Murphy reading Curious George 

Goes to the Hospital by Margaret & H.A. Rey 
Week of  May 26  -  Melanie Potesta reading Clifford’s Family 

by Norman Bridwell 
Week of  June 1 –   Coach Jim O’Brien reading Arthur Goes 

to Camp by Marc Brown 
Week of  June 8 –   Jeff  Foster reading Miss Nelson Is Miss-

ing! By Harry Allard 
Week of  June 15 – Brittany Day reading Boundless Grace by 

Marry Hoffman 
“Call-a-Story” is made possible by a grant from AT&T.  In 

2008, over 352,000 calls were made on the Library’s free 24-
hour “Call-a-Story” telephone line. 



The new year has seen the 
national and local news full 
of  stories about the slowing 
US economy, with Reuters re-
cently reporting that business 
conditions are the worst since 
1982. The battered economy 
has driven several national 
retailers, like Circuit City, to 
close, and others, like Linens 
’N Things, to move into bank-
ruptcy. Locally, we have seen 
mall retailers such as Macy’s 
and Sears close shop in near-
by Lafayette Square Mall and 
the Bakehouse close in Broad 
Ripple.

Despite this, the businesses 
that call the Butler-Tarking-
ton Neighborhood home are 
maintaining steady – if  slower 
– business by developing cre-
ative approaches to promote 
and support each other and 
by relying on a steady • ow of  
loyal customers. 

At Kincaid’s Meat and 
Poultry shop, located at 5606 
N. Illinois, owner Dave Roll-
ins reports that the recession 
has caused his • ow of  cus-
tomers to be inconsistent. 
“Up one week and down 
the next,” says Rollins. 
“People are really watch-
ing their pennies,” he said, 
“and watching out for sale 
items.” Rollins pointed out 
that his shop carries high 
quality meat and poultry, 
and that even if  customers 
sometimes buy lower qual-
ity cuts at a large box retailer, 
they come back to Kincaid’s 
when they are preparing for 
a dinner party or for out-of-
town guests. In addition to 

continuing its focus on high-
quality products, Kincaid’s has 
bene! ted from cross-promo-
tional efforts with the Flying 
Cupcake and Starbucks. Satur-
day morning shoppers at Kin-
caid’s will ! nd free cupcake 
samples available, and, during 
a recent meat sale, customers 
could sample Starbucks cof-
fee while picking up a coupon 

for free Tazo Tea. 
The Flying Cupcake Bak-

ery (5617 N. Illinois) and Kids 
Ink Children’s Book Shop 
(5619 N. Illinois) have found 

that they share many custom-
ers, with parents often pur-
chasing birthday gift certi! -
cates for both shops (which 
are next door to each other). 
Kate Bova, owner of  the Fly-
ing Cupcake, notes that her 
shop provides an affordable 
“quick treat” with cupcakes 
that recently won recogni-
tion from the “Best of  Indy” 

in Indianapolis Magazine. 
While she thinks business 
is slightly off  from last 
year, one recent Saturday 
afternoon just prior to a 
Butler University basket-
ball game, the store was 
packed with pre-game 
treat seekers. Kids Ink has 
been able to rely on cus-
tomer loyalty that comes 
from 23 years in the 

neighborhood.
Owner Shirley Mullin re-

ports strong sales during the 
fall and is hoping for modest 
growth in 2009. Mullin also 

points out that many neigh-
borhood residents prefer to 
shop locally and to support 
independent stores. 

Costumes by Margie (locat-
ed at 3818 N. Illinois) owner 
Cheryl Harmon reports that 
even with their repeat sea-
sonal customers, business is 
down so far for 2009.  She 
suspects much of  the fall-off  
may be due to “businesses 
cutting back on their unneces-
sary expenses.”

Harmon is hopeful that 
costume rentals will begin to 
trend back to normal rates as 
we move into the Spring and 
Easter Bunny rentals begin. 
Costumes by Margie’s 38th 
Street neighbor, the Melody 
Inn, at 3826 N. Illinois, has 
maintained steady business 
throughout 2008 and into ear-
ly 2009. When asked how “the 
Mel” has maintained business 
during the recession, co-own-
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er Dave Brown responded: 
“Our prices are certainly rea-
sonable, which could be a fac-
tor, and our format is pretty 
unique, so we de• nitely have a 
loyal fan base of  original mu-
sic lovers.” Brown notes that 
the recently launched Melody 
Inn Reception Hall has been 
slow to build business, which 
he attributes to the recession 

and the challeng-
es that come with 
a new business. 

Debbie Har-
rington, of  Sierra 
Flowers (3801 N. 
Illinois) reports 
her business is 
off  because • ow-
ers are one of  the 
• rst luxuries peo-
ple cut from their 
budget. Debbie 
is developing 
some new and 
creative specials 
and incentives to 
keep her custom-

ers coming in the door and to 
help them afford • owers in a 
budget cautious time.

Finally, Michael Knowlton, 
owner of  two Curley’s Clean-
ers’ branches in the neigh-
borhood  (38th and 56th and 
Illinois) says business is off  
about 10% as well, but that 
his long-standing customers 
are helping him “weather the 
storm.”

Overall, the BTN business-
es are feeling the impact of  
the recession and seeing their 
business slow in 2009. Ris-
ing to the challenge, our local 
shops are trying new and cre-
ative ways to cross-promote 
each other and to offer attrac-
tive specials to both keep cus-
tomers coming in and to rec-
ognize that we are watching 
our pennies closely these days.

The Board encourages all 
residents to support the local 
retailers who add so much to 
the convenience and quality 
of  life that we all value in our 
neighborhood.
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SONIA  WALKER

My name is Sonia Walker 
McClain. I moved to the 
neighborhood in 1960, and 
have become a life-long resi-
dent. I attended James Whit-
comb Riley School #43, 
Shortridge High School 
(when it was a preparatory 
high school), and IU-Bloom-
ington.

I am a member of  Walk In 
The Light Christian Church, 
which currently holds Sun-
day service in my old grade 
school! I am the proud 
mother of  three 
children, and four 
grandchildren. I 
am currently em-
ployed as a  re-
search and  lan-
guage developer with 
the Briljent Com-
pany. I have a pas-
sion for decorating, cooking, 
and most of  all writing.

One day I would like to 
produce that great novel, 
which has been creeping 
along for years. In the mean-
time though, I look forward 
to helping our community.

I SAAC WILLETT

Hello neighbors, my name 
is Isaac Willett.  My wife 
Adrian and I moved to Butler 
Tarkington in 2004 and have 
enjoyed the convenience of  
the 56th street shops as well 
as many summers of  fun at 
the Riviera Club and along 
the canal.  Happily, we wel-
comed our son Jackson in 
July 2006 and are expecting a 
daughter in May.

I am an attorney at Bing-
ham McHale LLP, working 
primarily with corporate and 

health law.  I joined 
Bingham McHale 
upon graduating 
from the IU-India-
napolis law school 
in May 2005.

Since gradu-
ation, I have en-
joyed becoming 

more involved in community 
activities and am particularly 
excited about working with 
the Board to maintain the 
beauty and charm of  our 
neighborhood while ensuring 
the safety of  our community.   
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Nearly 1,400 bills have been intro-
duced in the 2009 session of  the Indi-
ana General Assembly.  Only a small 
portion of  those bills will even make it 
out of  a committee.

It’s wise to keep the process in mind 
as you look at bills.  Once a bill is intro-
duced and read for the • rst time in one 
of  the chambers (House or Senate), it 
is referred to an appropriate committee.  
Not all bills referred to a committee re-
ceive a hearing.  At this writing (about 
10 days prior to an early deadline for 
them) about 300 bills have jumped that 
• rst hurdle of  committee “do-pass” ac-
tion.  The next steps for these 300 bills 
would be second and third readings on 
the • oor of  the chamber of  origin.  At 
the third reading, roll call vote may be 
taken to determine the number voting 
to pass the bill.  

Now the bill is halfway through the 
process.  Once it has passed out of  the 
chamber of  origin, it goes to the other 
chamber and begins the process all over 
again.   If  the second chamber passes 
out the same bill that was referred to it, 
it can go on to the Governor for sign-
ing.  However, if  the second chamber 
amends the bill, it goes to a conference 
committee made up of  members of  the 
Indiana House and Senate to resolve the 
differences.

There are several deadlines along the 
way that the bills must meet.  Wednes-
day, February 25th, is this year’s deadline 
for third readings on the • oors of  both 
the House and the Senate.  Bills not 
meeting this timeline will be dead for 
the current session.  The same applies 
to the third reading in the second cham-
ber, the deadline for which is April 15th.  
The General Assembly must adjourn no 
later than April 29, 2009.

Below is a summary of  some select-
ed bills that are still “alive” at this writ-
ing.  There’s time for others to make the 
February 25th deadline, but the number 
of  additional bills will certainly not be 
large.  

If  you want to follow the process 
yourself, log on to the Internet and go 
to: www.in.gov/legislative/.

The menu on the left side of  the page 
that appears has an entry for General 
Assembly – click on that.  You’ll have 
several more choices then.  “Current 
Session Info” gives you things like com-
mittee schedules for 
the House and Sen-
ate and deadlines 
for legislative action.  
Another choice is 
“Bills and Resolu-
tions.”  On the Bill 
Info page you can 
click on “Subject 
Listing” to see bills 
group by subject 
matter; or you can 
click on “Complete Information on 
Bills” to see a list by bill number.  You 
can then click on any bill number to see 
a summary of  the bill.  Another choice, 
“Additional Bill Info” is helpful as the 
process moves along.  It will allow you 
to follow daily action in the House or 
Senate, determine the last action per-
formed on a bill (or where it is in the 
process), or towards the end of  the ses-

sion to see a list of  Enrolled Acts, or 
those passed by both chambers, or the 
status of  those headed to conference 
committees.

Senate Bill (SB) 54 – Jurisdiction 
of  university and college police. Allows 
university and college police to exer-
cise their police powers in any part of  

Indiana if  they are 
engaged in the dis-
charge of  of• cial 
duties and the edu-
cational institution 
employing the of• -
cer has not restrict-
ed or limited the 
exercise of  the of-
• cer’s of• cial pow-
ers.  Passed Senate 
2/17/2009.

SB 285 – Property tax payments.  
Permits a county to authorize transmis-
sion of  property tax statements and re-
lated info by electronic mail.  Passed by 
Senate 43-0.

SB 391 – Online renewal of  driver’s 
licenses.  Authorizes the BMV to adopt 
rules for renewal of  certain driver’s li-
censes by mail or electronic service.  Re-
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ferred to the House with vote of  49-0.
SB 452 – Kernan-Shepherd election 

provisions.  Moves elections of  mu-
nicipal of! cers to even-numbered years, 
stipulates that an employee of  a politi-
cal subdivision is considered to have re-
signed from employment if  the employ-
ee is elected to of! ce in the subdivision 
or becomes an elected member of  the 
subdivision’s legislative body.  Requires 
county election board to adopt an or-
der designating a county a vote center 
county and adopt a plan for administra-
tion and stipulates other requirements 
for vote center counties. Passed by the 
Senate 32-18.

SB 482 – Marion County consolida-
tion.  Effective 1/1/2011, the of! ces of  
township trustee and township board 
positions would be abolished, with all 
duties and responsibilities transferred to 
the mayor.  Makes various stipulations 
regarding county functions.  Although 
this bill was scheduled for a committee 
hearing, the author announced before-
hand that he would be stripping every-
thing from this bill and retaining only 
one provision:  consolidation of  ! re 
departments.  Senator Merritt said there 
was just too much opposition to the 
original content of  the bill. After pass-
ing out of  committee by one-vote, SB 
482 was defeated 26-24.

SB 492 – Foreclosure of  residential 
mortgages.  Debtors that default on res-
idential mortgage loans after 6/30/09 
may obtain assistance from a foreclosure 
counselor, or participate in a settlement 
conference.  Passed by Senate 46-3.

SB 512 – Elimination of  townships.  
Applies only to those counties not having 
a consolidated city.  Effective 1/1/2013 
abolishes township boards and makes 
county ! scal body both the ! scal body 
and legislative body of  townships and 
assigns that body the authority for cer-
tain township tasks. Prohibits a relative 
of  a township of! cer or employee from 
being employed by township in a direct 
supervisory or subordinate relationship 
with the of! cer or employee.  Amended 

version passed by Senate 28-22.
SB 534 – Online voter registration. 

After 6/30/10 anyone possessing a cur-

rent and valid Indiana driver’s license 
or identi! cation card would be able to 
submit a voter registration application 
or update info in an existing record on-
line.  Amended to apply to on-line reg-
istrations not later than 29 days before 
election and passed 50-0.

SB 561 – Property tax matters.  De-
letes statute requiring a general reas-
sessment to being in 2009 and requires 
county assessors to prepare a reassess-
ment plan for each county and to submit 
it the department of  local government 
! nance.  Institutes many other require-
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Popping vitamins might seem 
like a good bet for healthy living, 
but doctors caution not to self  ex-
periment and to seek medical ad-
vice before starting any vitamin plan.
Vitamins are essential for normal growth 
and development.  Doctors warn that 
insuf• cient vitamin intake could lead 
to a number of  vitamin de• ciency dis-
eases.  However, high doses of  vitamins 
should be regarded as drugs that may be 
risky in excess rather than supplements.  
A common question many people have 
when it comes to vitamins is “how much 
or what kind of  vitamins should I take?”  
Doctors suggest that each person is dif-
ferent and you should always seek medi-
cal advice before starting any sort of  vi-
tamin or supplement program.

“In general we don’t need vitamin 
supplementation. There are some diseas-

es such as celiac disease and avitaminosis 
that make absorption of  certain vitamins 
dif• cult.  Women who are pregnant and 
persons having undergone bariatric sur-
gery may need to have vitamin supple-
mentation,” said Dr. Daniel Rusyniak, 
a medical toxicologist with the Indiana 
University School of  Medicine and an 
emergency medicine physician at Wis-
hard Health Services.

Vitamins and minerals have no calo-
ries and are not an energy source, but 
assist in metabolizing nutrients in food 
and are invaluable in keeping your body 
running smoothly.  Vitamins make it 
possible for other nutrients to be di-
gested, absorbed and metabolized by the 
body. Doctors suggest that people who 
eat a well-balanced, healthy diet likely 
get enough vitamins from food intake 
and probably don’t need supplements.  
A doctor can determine what vitamins 
you may be lacking and whether or not 
you need a supplement.  If  you want to 
• nd ways to boost your energy there are 
several ways this can be done without 
starting a vitamin program.  Tips include 
the right amount of  sleep, exercise and 

eating a healthy diet with lots of  fruits 
and vegetables.

Wishard has established a primary 
care network consisting of  its Prima-
ry Care Center and eight Community 
Health Centers, conveniently located 
throughout Indianapolis.  To access 
these services, the public is encouraged 
to call Health Connection at Wishard, a 
telephone call center that operates 7 days 
a week, 24 hours a day.  The call center is 
also available to assist people with ques-
tions.

For more information on the services 
Wishard provides or to • nd a primary 
care physician, please call Health Con-
nection at (317) 655-2255.

� � � � � � �  ! �

" # $ % & ' ( % ) & * + % $ ) ' , # - ) $

. / 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 2 7 7 8 3 3 8 4 3 6 2 3

6 4 9 0 0 : 1 ; 1 7 3 0 : 6 7 5 < 3 = 8 9 3

4 1 1 > < 7 ? ; 1 @ < A 6 : 6 @ B < A 1 C < 2 4 3 D



In April 2008, I humbly accepted the position of  executive 
director for the Coalition for Homelessness Intervention and 
Prevention of  Greater Indianapolis (CHIP).

CHIP is a nonpro• t organization created in 1996 with a 
mission to mobilize, advocate and empow-
er community collaboration toward the 
elimination of  homelessness. CHIP is the 
community-wide coalition that is imple-
menting the Blueprint to End Homeless-
ness, Indianapolis’s 10-year plan to move 
our homeless neighbors off  the streets or 
out of  temporary housing and into a place 
that they can call home.

CHIP is not a provider of  services to 
the homeless and near-homeless persons. 
Rather, it is a focal point and a resource for 
service providers and a rallying point for everyone in the com-
munity to play some part to help children and their families 
avoid and end homelessness.  As a grateful neighbor of  Butler-
Tarkington neighborhood since September of  1986,  I have 
come to appreciate over these 22 years the stability and com-

munity that makes living here special.  I know that others share 
the same feelings when we proudly proclaim Indianapolis and 
our BT neighborhood home.  Because of  our neighborly ex-
periences here, I am driven to share with you the dif• cult but 

successful story of  another friend from a 
nearby neighborhood in our community.

Kayona and her children’s story is like 
hundreds of  others across our city.  Her 
success is truly a result of  her faith, hard 
work and the love of  her neighbors. I hope 
her story inspires you in some way and 
that you answer the next call of  a neigh-
bor who is homeless with Kayona in your 
mind, with warmness in your heart, and 
with open arms to greet them. 

For more information on CHIP and 
Indy Homeless Connect, visit www.chipindy.org, and for more 
information on the Blueprint to End Homelessness and to see 
how others in this community are making a difference, visit 
www.endhomelessnessindy.org.    - Timothy C. Joyce

Please see article below.
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As your neighbor I am grateful for this opportunity to share 
with you my family’s struggle with homelessness and our ef-
forts to regain stabilization that have come from hard work, 
determination and the help of  the community.  

I moved to Indianapolis in August 2007 with my three chil-
dren from South Bend, Indiana, where I grew up. I brought 
my family to Indianapolis to seek better job opportunities, but 
when I arrived in Indianapolis, the housing that I had arranged 
was not ready for me. 

My children, Taja (14), Azaliyia (10), 
and Richard (8), and I had no where to go. 
We • rst stayed at the Greyhound bus sta-
tion for three days. This was a very stress-
ful and scary situation for my family. After 
asking questions and trying to get infor-
mation, I found out about Connect2Help, 
a hotline that provides information and re-
ferral services in Central Indiana.

Connect2Help referred me to the 
Homeless Initiative Program (HIP), where 
staff  found a place for my children and me to stay. That same 
day, HIP staff  drove us to the Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(IHN). At IHN we stayed with hosting congregations through-
out Indianapolis. During the day, I job searched while my kids 
attended a summer camp at Dayspring Center, an emergency 
shelter that provides clothes and food to families. After spend-
ing three weeks with IHN, I received my Section 8 housing 
voucher. At the end of  August 2007, we moved into our own 

apartment. 
Currently, I am a full-time employment coordinator with 

Fresh Start, which provides transitional support services for 
survivors of  domestic violence. I am thankful for my job and 
enjoy being able to give back to others in situations similar to 
what I faced. One way I give back is by being a member of  
the Advocacy Council through the Coalition for Homeless-
ness Intervention and Prevention. The Council is made up of  

homeless and formerly homeless individu-
als advocating on behalf  of  the homeless 
and identifying gaps in services for the 
homeless. 

Hopefully, like me, you are working 
full-time and have a place to call home. 
However, too many of  our neighbors, 
including hundreds of  families, are going 
through struggles similar to what I have 
shared with you. These people include 
your neighbors in Butler-Tarkington and 
throughout Indianapolis. I urge you to get 

involved with the efforts to end homelessness. One upcoming 
way to learn and volunteer your time is through the 2009 Indy 
Homeless Connect scheduled to take place on March 20, 2009.

Thank you for letting me share my personal struggle with 
homelessness and how I was able to overcome it with the help 
of  others. As neighbors we need to work together to make 
sure others do not have to experience being without a home.

Kindly, Kayona Bingham
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BTNA will sponsor two 
events this spring to help 
strengthen our neighbor-
hood.

The • rst is our annual 
neighborhood clean up and 
will be held on April 18th 
from 10:00 – 1:00. Volunteers 
will meet at 10:00 AM, please 
visit the BTNA web site in 
the week of  the event for 
location information. Last 
year’s event was very success-
ful with neighbors and Butler 

University students working 
side-by-side; we encourage 
your participation! For more 
information, please contact 
me a jbarth53@hotmail.com.

Second, BTNA will 
partner with the Meridian-
Kessler Neighborhood As-
sociation (MKNA) and the 
Martin Luther King Com-
munity Center (MKLCC) 
to hold a Homeowner and 
Renters Resource Fair. The 
aim of  the fair is to provide 

information on how to pro-
tect assets through providing 
education on basic • nancial 
principals of  homeowner-
ship, access to • nancial coun-
selors, and the opportunity 
to meet with local non-pro• t 
organizations.

This event will take place 
at the MLKCC (40th and Il-
linois) from 10:00 to 2:00 
on April 25th. For more in-
formation, please call the 
MLKCC at 923-4581.
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For several years, Cal-
vin Porter has transformed 
the collection of  articles 
and pictures submitted for 
this newsletter to create the 
BTNA News. Now, Calvin 
has decided to turn the reigns 
of  layout over to me.

It is customary for a suc-
cessor to say that he has “big 
shoes to • ll,” but in this case 
it couldn’t be more true. 
While the BTNA Board fo-
cuses on areas of  concern 
to our neighborhood, the 
Porters have been there to 
make sure the newsletter gets 
out, on time and with qual-
ity advertisements, pictures, 
articles, and layout.

Despite his decision to 
“retire,” Calvin thankfully 
is giving the new guy tips 
for making it a success. So, 
Calvin and his wife Marilyn 
(who prepares all of  the ad-
vertisements) remain critical 
to the continued success of  
this newsletter.  

During college, I worked 
on our school newspaper. 
This • rst issue took me a 
while to get rid of  about 10 
years of  rust in my page-lay-
out abilities, but here it is.

With the change from 
Calvin to me, the Porters and 
others have supported ideas 
to revamp the design and try 
a few new things.

We hope you will like the 
new teasers at the top of  the 
newsletter, the Butler Briefs 
about Butler University, the 
tighter layout, and more.



Having a family budget is 
more important than ever in 
a tough economy. Don’t feel 
bad if  you don’t have a bud-
get. Just read this, and take 30 
minutes and start one.

First, write down your 
monthly take home pay; this 
is the money you (and your 
spouse) make after taxes.

Second, jot down the cost 
of  each of  your basic month-

ly expenses, including your 
mortgage, gas, electric, and 
water bills, and an estimate of  
monthly grocery costs.

The difference between 
your take home pay and your 
basic monthly expenses is 
your monthly expendable in-
come. Your money isn’t going 
to manage itself. You need to 
manage it. Start by paying 
down high interest credit card 
debt.

In the next article, we’ll fo-
cus on reducing your debt.
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ments.  Referred to the House with • nal 
vote of  48-0.

House Bill (HB) 1014 – Age dis-
crimination.  Prohibits certain actions 
by an employer, a labor organization, 
or an employment agency relating to 
discrimination against an individual 40 
years of  age or older, establishes pro-
cedures for • ling complaints, transfers 
jurisdiction to the civil rights commis-
sion and adjudication to the department 
of  labor.  Amended to except corporate 
boards and passed by House 58-37.

HB 1121 - Identity deception. Creates 
the identity theft unit in the of• ce of  the 
attorney general, and speci• es that the 
unit shall: (1) investigate consumer com-
plaints related to identity theft; (2) assist 
victims of  identity theft; (3) cooperate 
with law enforcement investigations re-
lated to identity theft; (4) assist state and 
federal prosecuting attorneys in the in-
vestigation and prosecution of  identity 
theft; and (5) promptly notify the ap-
propriate law enforcement agency and 

prosecuting attorney if  there is reason-
able suspicion to believe that a person 
has committed identity theft.  Passed 
House by vote of   88-0.

HB 1207 – Nutritional information 

at food establishments. Requires restau-
rants with 20 or more locations in to 
place calorie and carbohydrate data on 
menus or menu boards by July and to 
make other nutritional data (fat, choles-
terol, etc.) available in some form. Es-
tablishes civil penalties for violations.  
Passed by the House 51-46.

HB 1213 – Smoking ban in public 

places. This is a statewide ban on work-
place smoking, although the legislation 
lists several exemptions, including one 
for casinos, horse tracks and off-track 
betting facilities as well as bars. It also 
requires casinos to set aside 20 percent 
of  their space for non-smokers.  Allows 
municipalities to enact more stringent 
smoking bans at the local level. Referred 
to the Senate with • nal vote of  70-26.

HB 1235 – Poll closing time.  Re-
quires polls in each precinct to close at 8 
pm rather than at 6 pm on election day.  
Passed House by vote of  52-46.

HB 1242 – Mobile telephone use.  
Personal communication devices.  Pro-
hibits use of  a personal communication 
device by a motor vehicle and imposes 
civil penalties for violation.  Withdrawn 
by author Rep. after it was amended 
on the House ! oor to apply only to 
those drivers younger than 18.  Further 
amended and passed by the House 88-9.

HB 1633 - Foreclosure of  residential 
mortgages.  Many of  the same provi-
sions of  SB 492.
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Library patrons are us-
ing the Indianapolis-Marion 
County Public Library in 
record numbers, with over 
5.6 million patron visits 
and nearly 16 million items 
checked out in 2008, accord-
ing to year-end statistics an-
nounced by the Library.

Those numbers represent 
a 6.8% increase in door count 
and a 12% increase in circu-
lation over 2007, the • fth 
consecutive year of  record 
increases in library use.

“During these challeng-
ing economic times, more 
patrons are discovering the 
Library as a great value in 

meeting their need for books 
and other information re-
sources,” said Laura Bramble, 
IMCPL Chief  Executive Of-
• cer. “People can avail them-
selves of  a wide range of  
free offerings, from books to 
computers, all with the sim-
ple use of  a Library card,” 
she added.

The Library saw 50,314 
individuals become new li-
brary cardholders in 2008. 
Overall, there are 468,500 
IMCPL cardholders. Patrons 
can use the library card not 
only to check out books and 
materials, but also to access 
a number of  free online da-
tabases and download au-
diobooks from the Library’s 
website at www.imcpl.org, 
as well as more easily access 
public computers at any IM-

CPL location.
During its • rst full year of  

service in 2008, the newly-
transformed Central Library 
attracted 892,874 visitors, 
a 25% increase over 2001, 
the • nal full year of  service 
at Central Library prior to 
its renovation. Patrons also 
checked out 732,522 items 
from Central Library in 2008, 
more than doubling the 
amount checked out in 2007 
at the Interim Central Library 
and the new Central Library 
after it reopened.

At IMCPL branch loca-
tions, the most notable in-
creases in patron visits were 
found at the West Indianapo-
lis Branch (8% increase over 
2007), the East Washington 
Branch (7%), and the South-

port Branch (2%). Leading 
increases in circulation oc-
curred at the West Indianap-
olis Branch (a 19% increase 
over 2007), the Haughville 
Branch (10.7%), and the In-
foZone at The Children’s 
Museum (6%).

Books continued to be 
the most popular format in 
2008, with nearly 62% of  all 
items checked out, followed 
by DVDs (23%), music (9%), 
audiobooks (4%) and VHS 
(1.4%).

In 2009, IMCPL will be-
gin implementation of  a new 
• ve-year strategic plan, which 
will better align the Library’s 
programming and service 
priorities, and allocate avail-
able resources, according to 
community needs.
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Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 88234
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

The BTNA Purpose: To enhance neighborhood liv-
ability, to maintain open communication with state and 
local government and other neighborhoods and neigh-
borhood associations, to involve neighbors in neighbor-
hood activities, to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, 
to defend human and civil rights, and to combat juvenile 
delinquency.
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