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BTNA PRESIDENT ON
IMPD “RIDE-ALONG” IN
NORTH DISTRICT

Saturday, January at,7:00 p.m.
pulled up to the North District hea
quarters of the Indianapolis Metrop
tan Police Department. | was there
participate in my erst “ride-along” wi
an ofecer on patrol in the North Distric

Through BTNAS recent focus ¢
abandoned housing, | had become a
of the connection between abando
housing and crime, and | wanted a
ter understanding of how the IMPD [
trols our neighborhood. As it happe
| didn't spend much time in the Butl
Tarkington neighborhood, but rather
the northern part of the North District
zone — between Fox Hill Drive on t
south, 98 Street on the north, Michigz
on the west and Meridian on the e
The ride-along was very illuminat
and left me with a deeper knowledge
crime in Indianapolis and an appre
tion of how the IMPD works to comb
it.

| was assigned to ride along w
Ofecer Lundy, in his second year w
IMPD and a veteran of three overs
deployments as part of the Indiana
tional Guard. Ofecer Lundy recent
transferred from the southern section
the North District to the far north an
already had a strong sense of the arg

You Can Volunteer at School

in

'S from Marian College and Butler Univer-
he sity, as well as neighborhood parents and
an grandparents who are strongly commit-

ast. The joy shows in the face of volunteézd to helping our children achieve. Ms.
indary Calkins as she tutors a rst grad€oleman-McDowell stresses that consis-
2 bfs. Calkins, a mother whose own chiéncy on the part of the volunteer is very
cidren eew the nest long ago, receives grigaportant. “Please don't sign up for eve
atsatisfaction as she volunteers two modays a week and then show up for one
ings a week at IPS School #43. First day. The kids are depending on you,” she
itruited by a friend at Fairview Presbytesays.
itan, Mary continues to drive to the school, Tutors are needed in all areas of the
ealthough she and her husband have siacbool — lower grades, upper grades,
Neoved some distance away from the Batath, reading, science. Afraid you don't
Iyer-Tarkington neighborhood. have the necessary skills to help «fth
of Principal Mrs. Kamona Coleman-Magrade math students? A training pro-
dDowell welcomes all volunteers and sheam is held in September for volunteers
>gstiemates there may be about 25 at Schiodbrush up on current methods being

#43 this year. They include students
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indlasM I BTNA Board Members Craft

Di ity Celebrati
Ends with Bdetiman | Abandoned Homes Strate

Marian Wright Edelman, lifelong &d- at the right time to give homeowners the
vogatfe foa dlsad(\j/antag_edd Amefrl guidance they need to keep their homes
?Z?lildrglfllg S(rafgr?se Ig[JenS(; sv?ltl s%e :t and, as a result, to keep the neighbor-
Clowes on March 23 as part of Bufler In the November/December editiorhood strong.
University’s Celebration of Diversftyof the BTNA News, | wrote about the The identiecation strategy is aimed at
Distinguished Lecture Series. Butler-Tarkington Neighbor- resolving a simple question:
The event begins at 7:30 p.m. Admisgidt0od Association’s (BTNA how many abandoned homes
is free and open to the public, but a tigkeork developing an actionab are there in the Butler-Tark-
glor\?vgglrbe& onl(é'éet(Se)f‘?r;agi‘gf’_‘gia'f atlthe ategy around the conce ington neighborhood? It is a
’ ' of abandoned housing. deceptively simple question

17th Annual BuIIdog In the time since that edi becaEse t)rllere ig noqone an-
]O Setfor March 21 tion was published, BTN/ swer and the answer depends

u}[?er University hosts the 17th gnBoard members have engac on who you ask. The Land
nual Bulldog Jog 5K run/walk begip-with many of our nearby Bank, the Sheriff’s Ofsce, and
ning at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 21y neighborhood associations (Meridiathe police all have different answers.
Registration is $20 through March L Kessler, in particular) our key partnersTo resolve this question, BTNA will
Late registration — March 12 throyplithe Martin Luther King Communitycreate its own “source of truth” by look-
the morning of the event —is $25. Hatenter), and city leaders (Sherron Fraing at available data and walking the

ticipants can register online at . . . . )
signmeup.com/63450 or by call n, dlrec_tor of abandoned housing) amgtighborhood and putting our list to-
ost importantly gether. From there,

the Alumni Ofece at (317) 940-994 _ _
our neighbors in we will begin to

Registration is open to the comnju- .
nity. Proceeds from the event beng-rder 1 prepare a implement our long-
strategy for the erst term strategy, which

the Butler University Student Fo
dation Book Scholarship. half of 2009. The is still under devel-

strategy  revolves opment.
Butler Athletes Get around two impor- All  the work
Good Grades Too tant activities - pre- above is being done

The success of Butlers studenyention and identi- by a group of BTNA
athletes wasn't limited to the pla NG ~tion — both are board members and
eelds this fall. Butler's 17 men’'s . :
women's athletic teams combined| t8escribed below. several  neighbor-
post a department cumulative grade The prevention hood volunteers.
point average of 3.137 on a 4.00 sgaderategy is focused on assisting fol&e encourage any neighbor with an in-
The women'’s track team led all squadis our neighborhood who could havterest in this area to get involved as we
with a 3.532 grade point avereoissed a few mortgage payments, move to make the projects listed above
while the men’s tennis squad topfeshay even be facing foreclosure and areeality. To get involved, please contact
the male teams with a 3.383 GPAJl nsure of what assistance exists or how at jbarth53@hotmail.com or attend
to seek it out. the next BTNA business meeting, which
In response to this need and itakes place the second Monday of the

'?eBBllﬂttlgre'I;l%ggﬁaosta name. hgartnership with the Meridian-Kesslenonth at 7:00 at the MLKCC.

mascot was introduced to the crof fleighborhood  Association  (MKNA)

as “Hink” for the erst time Jan. 22 gtand the Martin Luther King CommunitPN ANOTHER NOTE...

the men's basketball game againsj thenter (MLKCC), BTNA is hosting a Several neighbors have been in touch
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. -jomeowner Resource Fair on Aprit 25vith me recently concerning the rumors
Hink was one of nearly 300 uniguérom 10:00 — 2:00 at the MLKCC. Ththat the Fire Station at'5énd lllinois
name suggestions submitted by frasm of the event is to provide asset pris-slated to close. | checked into this and
as part of the “Name That Daw”io ion information, *nancial counseboth BTNASs neighborhood liaison and
contest that launched in Novembgr. : : )
The four enalists — Hink, Bustef, N9: and access to a variety of non-pratr city council member have conermed
Barkley and Buddy — had been hrrganizations. It is our hope that thibat the station is not targeted for clo-

nounced in December. event will provide the right informatiorsure.

Hink Chosen as Name
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Nicole James: Librarian & Much More

and lllinois retail center, andibrary system. She hopeahie Humane Saociety, follows
numerous friends convincedhe community realizes thathe policy of T-N-R, or trap-
James to relocate from norththe “library is not just aboutping, neutering, and return-
Nicole James moved to Inern Washington Township tdooks.” The various meetingng stray and feral cats to the
dianapolis 14 years ago afteer Kenwood Avenue homeooms available to the publieenvironment in which they
graduating from the Universithree years ago. She enjogs well as the book clubs andere found. This program
ty of Michigan with the history and di- children’s story times, are jugirovides a less cruel and more
a Masters degree i - ; versity of the But- a few of the library's offer-effective method for control-
Information and ler Tarkington area.ings. In fact, the library alsding the stray and abandoned
Library Science tc James was bornboasts an excellent music argét population. In addition
take a position with in the Upper Pen- DVD collection that is popu-to their T-N-R program, In-
the Indianapolis insula of Michigan lar with many of the patronsdyFeral feeds, vaccinates, and
Marion County and was raised inJames remarks that Indianapaonitors the health of the
Public Library. Germany. This fu- olis residents should make usdandoned and feral cat pop-
Over the years, eled her interest inof the library since their taxeslation while educating the
Nicole has worked in a numpursuing a Bachelor's degrgmy for its services. public about the bene-ts of
ber of locations and capacitiés history, with a focus on In addition to her work at such activities.
for the library system and i20th Century European Histhe library, James donates her As a volunteer, James helps
currently manager of the Coltory. Her love of history andtime and energies to the Midmaintain the cat population
lege Avenue library at 42ng@assion for reading has tran®orth Public Safety Commit-near 40th Street and Boule-
Street. The Butler Tarkingtorated well into her duties at theee. At ten o’clock on the erstvard. James encourages all
Neighborhood’s proximity toCollege Avenue library. Jamé&siday of every month volunButler Tarkington residents
the College Avenue librarys a fervent advocate for utiteers meet at the College Awho know of an abandoned
and Clowes Hall, where Jamdiging the many resources preenue Library to discuss safety feral cat, or have any in-
is a frequent patron, the 56thided by the Marion Countyissues facing the local confermation regarding the white
munity. James encouragehorthair cat for which she
residents of Butler Tarkingis caring, to call IndyFeral at
ton to attend these meeting§96-2300 or visit www.Indy-
as a way to stay informedferal.org.
about their community and to Currently, James is caring
get involved in making theifor a local domestic shorthair
neighborhoods safer. cat with tabby markings (ap-
Perhaps one of the causgwoximately 13-14 Ibs) that
closest to James’s heart is hisequents her house looking
work with IndyFeral, an orgafor food. If anyone has infor-
nization dedicated to managnation about this cat, often
ing the population of strayseen on Kenwood Avenue be-
and feral cats in the regiortween 46th and 52nd Streets,
IndyFeral, an organizatiorplease contact Nicole James at
sanctioned by the ASPCA and22-1058.

WMMEDICAL MASSAGEM
- 3
o c I "HI1$ % I
BISTRO g S s o&ns (1 ("
& CATERING = N3 ) %!
Seasonal Menu | Outdoor Dining | Full Menu Available for Carry Out + % MG+, - + (
Full Service Catering | Reservations Accepted | Convenient Parking © = .1%! /)0! 123
Gift Certificates Available z TS L- "
- g
Tuesday - Friday 11:30am - 10:00pm 5 1 #$
$at.10:00-2:00 serving brunch| 2:00-5:00 closed |5:00-10:00 serving dinner « g1 - % )
Sunday 10:00-2:00 serving brunch BKINESI® +APINGS
5615 N Illinois Street |251 5656
ohyummbistro.com
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Library Events at College Ave. & Glendale Branches

CoLLEGE BRANCH the monthly

Storytime Under the Beach 17 meeting of | INDIANAFPOLIS MARION COUNTY

at 10:30 a.m.; March 24 at 10:30 athg Library P U B L IC L I B RA RY

March 31 at 10:30 a.m. Preschool@&sard of

ages 3 - 5 and an adult are invited finustees and meet Board members. Qaifinch for program details.

stories, songs, crafts and fun" 275-4003 to con!rm the time of the Savvy SaviMarch 31 from 6:30 p.m.
College Avenue KIDZ,Gfabch 18 at meeting. - 8:00 p.m. Adults are invited as Candace

3:30 p.m.; March 25 at 3:30 p.m. SchoolChess Tournambftarch 21 During Barnes will share tried and true saving

age children are invited for after-schdobrary Hours. Adults and teens ages te8hniques for those on a budget. Par-

stories, crafts, and fun activities. and over are invited to checkmate théigipants will receive a take-home work-
Drop-In Craft at College AWdateh way to the top in this all-day chess tolreok with helpful money-saving tips.

19 - March 21 During Library Hoursnament. Call 275-4320 to register.  Learn more from Candace’s website at

Children of all ages are invited to drop Dr. Seuss on the Loelseth 23 at www.frugalindy.com. Call 275-4320 to

in to create a fun craft for home. 6:30 p.m. Families and children of a#gister. Call 275-4320 to register.
Bunny Hug Baby and Toddler Pr@gesnare invited for a madcap show fea-

March 19 at 10:30 a.m.; March 26 tating Dr. Seuss books and magic pfeLENDALE BRANCH

10:30 a.m. Babies and toddlers up to ageted by Don Miller of FamilyTime Free Internet Basics: Parts Mari¢h

3 and an adult are invited for an actiftertainment. 17 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.; March

story time. Teen Program at College, Atarohe 19 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Adults
Library Board of Trushasch 19 at 26 at 6:00 p.m. Teens are invited for tigike invited to learn Internet basics, in-

6:30 p.m. The public is invited to atterrdonthly program just for them. Call theluding hands-on exercises and teaching

notes. Participants must attend both ses-
You Can Volunteer at School 43!

sions. This is a two-part class held on
March 10 & March 17. Call 275-4410 to
and Grade 6 Language Arts from 449%ttegister.
used in the classroom. An addition@®%. Creative Writing Workshagych 17
training program can be arranged thisAlthough the improved ISTEP sconegom 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Adults and
spring if enough new volunteers sign e encouraging, the school lags behiadns ages 16 and over are invited to
When asked about volunteers duritigdiana State averages in most clasbes.the inner author within them with
summer school, Ms. Coleman-McDowdlhd, despite excellent teachers in |theblished writer and instructor Susan
agreed that they are needed. Unfortilassrooms, many young children hdwawson. All writing supplies will be
nately, summer school is available odlficulty paying attention. These are thwovided. Call 275-4410 to register. Call
for those children who get assigned, children who bene!t most from one-on275-4410 to register.

those who failed one tutoring — some- Baby Storytime at GleMiaieh 18 at
ISTEP. one who can listen t010:30 a.m.; March 25 at 10:30 a.m. Ba-
ISTEP scores at them read, patientlybies up to 18 months and an adult are
School #43 showed help them learn toinvited for stories and activities just for
improvement in EV- sound out words, them.
ERY area this year. and help them un- As | Recall Storytelling Qdddch 18
In Grade 3 the derstand basic mathfrom 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Adults are in-
percent who passed concepts. vited to share family stories with profes-
ISTEP math in- A background sional storyteller Sandra Harris during a
creased by 1 percent check and !nger: program presented in partnership with
from 2007-08 (46% printing is required Storytelling Arts of Indiana.
to 47%). Grade 3 for those interested Preschool Storytime at Glbtatate

Language Arts increased from 59% ito volunteering in IPS schools. Forni® at 10:30 a.m.; March 26 at 10:30 a.m.
63%; Grade 4 math from 50% to 72%nay be picked up in the oflce at SchoBreschoolers and an adult are invited for
Grade 4 Language Arts from 48% 43, 40' and Capitol Avenue. Why nostories and activities.

68%; Grade 5 Math from 55% to 69%iecide now to give a few hours of ypur Evening Stories at Glemdiaieh 19
Grade 5 Language Arts from 62% time and help make a difference in|thé 7:00 p.m.; March 26 at 7:00 p.m. Pre-
71%; Grade 5 Science from 36% tife of a child. Chances are you will hatichoolers and an adult are invited for
42%; Grade 6 Math from 62% to 85%e glad you did. stories and activities.
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Call-a-Pacer! Hear a
Story!

Children  and
families can hear g
member of the In-
diana Pacers reac
a popular story in
children’s literature
on the Indianapo-
lis-Marion County
Public Library
Pacers “Call-a-Story” tele-

phone line at 275-
4444,

“Call-a-Pacer” begins the week of March 2 and conti

through the week of June 15, 2009.

This year's lineup of Pacers and their stories includes:

Week of March 2 - Brandon Rush readimge B. Jong
Has a Monster Under Hebp&hrbara Park

Week of March 9 - Maceo Baston reddorgible Harry
Cracks the CbgleSuzy Kline

Week of March 16 - Roy Hibbert readiagn Jansen ar
the Mystery of the Hauntedbii@ased A. Adler

Week of March 23 - Rasho Nesterovic readifigsaw
Jones Mystery: The Case of the Cibyuda@GlewiPreller

Week of March 30 - Josh McRoberts redttaing Janse
and the Mystery of the Monstby avid. A. Adler

Week of April 6 - Danny Granger readj#gnber Browr
by Paula Danziger

Week of April 13 - T.J. Ford readlifge Candy Corn Cg
tesby Patricia Reilly Giff

Week of April 20 - Stephen Graham readimg Many
Stars in the SkyLenny Hort

Week of April 27 - Travis Diener readiraggy’s Sleepg
by Jonathan London

Week of May 4 - Jarrett Jack reailinge B. Jones and S
Sneaky Peeky Spyilarbara Park

Week of May 11 - Mike Dunleavy reaHiogible Harry
and the Mud GrenflinSuzy Kline

Week of May 18 - Troy Murphy readihgious Georg
Goes to the Hosbytédargaret & H.A. Rey

Week of May 26 - Melanie Potesta re&ifigrd’s Family
by Norman Bridwell

Week of June 1 — Coach Jim O’Brien reddihgr Goes
to Campy Marc Brown

Week of June 8 — Jeff Foster reabliisg Nelson Is Mis
ingBy Harry Allard

Week of June 15 — Brittany Day reaBmgndless Giace
Marry Hoffman

“Call-a-Story” is made possible by a grant from AT&T.
2008, over 352,000 calls were made on the Library’s fre
hour “Call-a-Story” telephone line.

BTNA President on
IMPD “Ride-Along” in
North District

were patrolling. During the night we respondedidarici-
dents of breaking and entering (one was a falsg tida
second was inconclusive) and took a few repoetsvfmre a
resident suspected his wallet stolen after payigasf at the
BP at 52 and Keystone).

|

!

they were secure, ran the license plates of enaingl that

were suspicious for one reason or another (fopéxarars

that for no apparent reason were idling near clnssd
nuemesses), and pulled cars over for trafec viotatMMe also
patrolled areas where suspected gang membersiaveme k
to linger and kept an eye out for suspicioustactivi

In addition to introducing me to the front lineslaiv
enforcement, Ofecer Lundy was very helpful initglme
understand the patterns of crime in Indianapais (ine
neighborhood’s problems can push into anotherhwgigh
nd hood) and the movement through the system of thiose
are arrested.

| learned several things from my IMPD ride-aloinst, F
Indianapolis is fortunate to have a police fortte suich
committed and professional ofecers. Ofecer Luhdg an
obvious commitment to the IMPD, the city, andiiizens.
| met several other ofecers that night who wereetsally
helpful and focused on doing what they could o keeall
n-safe.

Second, | learned that successful police warkss;are,
attention to detail. Taking time to check thedhgssuspi-
cious vehicle, keeping an eye out for cars kndvawédoeen

veat the scene of a crime, and knowing a commudiits aes-
idents well seem to be keys to preventing andrejappne.
omeThe *nal realization was spurred by seeing negytdioe
out of their homes at the suspected break-inske suae
everything was okay. This reinforced for me theriamze
of one of BTNA's missions: building an activatethaanity
Jje of neighbors who support and keep an eye outlooézer.

D.

2S

Tax Matters

* Personal & Business
= Not-For-Profit
Family Accounting

LUCY RIEGEL CPA

4631 Boulevard Place
Indianapolis IN 46208

Phone 923-8021
FAX 923-8070

2e Home 283-6755

We checked areas around many businesses to legisure t
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Customer Loyalty Helps BTN Businesses
Weather Tough Recession

The new year has seen t
national and local news fu
of stories about the slowing
US economy, with Reuters rd
cently reporting that busines
conditions are the worst sinc
1982. The battered econo
has driven several nation;
retailers, like Circuit City, td
close, and others, like Line
'N Things, to move into bank
ruptcy. Locally, we have sed
mall retailers such as Mac
and Sears close shop in neg
by Lafayette Square Mall a
the Bakehouse close in Brog
Ripple.

Despite this, the businesses
that call the Butler-Tarking-
ton Neighborhood home arecontinuing its focus on high-that they share many custonpoints out that many neigh-
maintaining steady — if slowequality products, Kincaid's hasrs, with parents often purborhood residents prefer to
— business by developing créenel!ted from cross-promo-chasing birthday gift certil-shop locally and to support
ative approaches to promotéional efforts with the Flyingcates for both shops (whiclindependent stores.
and support each other anCupcake and Starbucks. Satare next door to each other). Costumes by Margie (locat-
by relying on a steady *ow ofday morning shoppers at KinKate Bova, owner of the Flyed at 3818 N. lllinois) owner
loyal customers. caid's will Ind free cupcakeing Cupcake, notes that heCheryl Harmon reports that

At Kincaid's Meat andsamples available, and, duristpop provides an affordableven with their repeat sea-
Poultry shop, located at 56068 recent meat sale, customeiguick treat” with cupcakessonal customers, business is
N. lllinois, owner Dave Roll-could sample Starbucks cothat recently won recognidown so far for 2009. She
ins reports that the recessiofee while picking up a coupotion from the “Best of Indy” suspects much of the fall-off

has caused his *ow of cus- in Indianapolis Magazimeay be due to “businesses
tomers to be inconsistent. While she thinks businessutting back on their unneces-
“Up one week and down is slightly off from last sary expenses.”

the next,” says Rollins. year, one recent Saturday Harmon is hopeful that
“People are really watch- afternoon just prior to acostume rentals will begin to
ing their pennies,” he said, Butler University baskettrend back to normal rates as
“and watching out for sale ball game, the store wag/e move into the Spring and
items.” Rollins pointed out packed with pre-gameEaster Bunny rentals begin.
that his shop carries high treat seekers. Kids Ink ha€ostumes by Margie’s 38
guality meat and poultry, been able to rely on cusStreet neighbor, the Melody
and that even if customers tomer loyalty that comednn, at 3826 N. lllinois, has
sometimes buy lower qual- from 23 years in themaintained steady business
ity cuts at a large box retailefor free Tazo Tea. neighborhood. throughout 2008 and into ear-

they come back to Kincaid’s The Flying Cupcake Bak- Owner Shirley Mullin re-ly 2009. When asked how “the
when they are preparing foery (5617 N. lllinois) and Kidgorts strong sales during th&lel” has maintained business
a dinner party or for out-of-Ink Children’s Book Shopfall and is hoping for modestiuring the recession, co-own-
town guests. In addition to(5619 N. lllinois) have foundgrowth in 2009. Mullin also
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Meet Two of Your BTNA  Customer Loyalty Helps
Board Members BTN Businesses

SoniA WALKER | sAaaAc WILLETT

My name is Sonia Walker Hello neighbors, my na
McClain. | moved to theis Isaac Willett. My wifg
neighborhood in 1960, andhdrian and | moved to Butle
have become a life-long resiFarkington in 2004 and ha
dent. | attended James Whienjoyed the convenience
comb Riley School #43the 58 street shops as we
Shortridge  High  Schoolas many summers of fun |3
(when it was a preparatorthe Riviera Club and alon(
high school), and IU-Bloom-the canal. Happily, we we
ington. comed our son Jackson |i

The Light Christian Churchdaughter in May.
which currently holds Sun- | am an attorney at Bin
day service in my old gradeam McHale LLP, workin
school! | am the proudprimarily with corporate a
mother of three health law. | joined
children, and four Bingham McHale
grandchildren. | upon graduating
am currently em- from the 1U-India-
ployed as a re napolis law school

search and lan in May 2005. ers coming in the door and to
guagedeveloperwit Since  gradu-er Dave Brown respondedhelp them afford eowers in a
the Brilient Com- i ation, | have en:“Our prices are certainly reabudget cautious time.

pany. | have a pas- joyed  becoming sonable, which could be a fac- Finally, Michael Knowlton,

sion for decorating, cookingmore involved in communitytor, and our format is prettyowner of two Curley’s Clean-
and most of all writing. activities and am patrticularlynique, so we deenitely have ers’ branches in the neigh-

One day | would like toexcited about working withloyal fan base of original muborhood (38 and 56th and
produce that great novelthe Board to maintain thesic lovers.” Brown notes thatllinois) says business is off
which has been creepinpeauty and charm of outhe recently launched Melodgbout 10% as well, but that
along for years. In the meameighborhood while ensuringnn Reception Hall has beeiis long-standing customers
time though, | look forwardthe safety of our communityslow to build business, whiclare helping him “weather the
to helping our community. he attributes to the recessiostorm.”

TR e N A and the challeng- Overall, the BTN business-
o i VI es that come withes are feeling the impact of
EHIND THE FLOWERS a new business. the recession and seeing their
YOU WANT TO GIVE IS A Debbie Har- business slow in 2009. Ris-
. P LN, : rington, of Sierra ing to the challenge, our local
‘>a FLORIS - :
R T R Flowers (3801 N. shops are trying new and cre-

lllinois) reports ative ways to cross-promote
her business iseach other and to offer attrac-
off because *ow- tive specials to both keep cus-
Stop by or call us today and we'll help ers are one of thetomers coming in and to rec-
you select the perfect gift. erst luxuries peo- ognize that we are watching
ple cut from their our pennies closely these days.
budget. Debbie The Board encourages all
is developing residents to support the local

\ Whatever the sentiment, we can turn
your feelings into flowers.

Your Neighborhood Florist
SIERRA FLOWERS

TRUST YOUR o some new and retailers who add so much to
FEELINGS 3801 N. lllinois Street creative specialshe convenience and quality
TO ¥ OUR . . . .

FLORIST 925.4585 and incentives to of life that we all value in our

keep her custom-neighborhood.
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General Assembly Session Nears Mid-Point

i

Nearly 1,400 bills have been intr A
duced in the 2009 session of the Ing
ana General Assembly. Only a sm
portion of those bills will even make
out of a committee.

It's wise to keep the process in mir,__ .
as you look at bills. Once a bill is intr{ =
duced and read for the erst time in or/&.
of the chambers (House or Senate)
is referred to an appropriate committcE s
Not all bills referred to a committee s |
ceive a hearing. At this writing (abos s
10 days prior to an early deadline fi
them) about 300 bills have jumped t
erst hurdle of committee “do-pass” ad
tion. The next steps for these 300 bi
would be second and third readings
the eoor of the chamber of origin. At
the third reading, roll call vote may be
taken to determine the number voting

to pass the bill. If you want to follow the processsion to see a list of Enrolled Acts, or
Now the bill is halfway through theourself, log on to the Internet and gihose passed by both chambers, or the
process. Once it has passed out of tioe www.in.gov/legislative/. status of those headed to conference

chamber of origin, it goes to the other The menu on the left side of the pag@mmittees.

chamber and begins the process all otfe&at appears has an entry for GeneralSenate Bill (SB) 54— Jurisdiction
again. If the second chamber pasgessembly — click on that. You'll havef university and college police. Allows
out the same bill that was referred to $everal more choices then. “Currenniversity and college police to exer-
it can go on to the Governor for signSession Info” gives you things like cornise their police powers in any part of

ing. However, if the second chambarittee schedules for
amends the bill, it goes to a conferentbe House and Sen-
committee made up of members of trede and deadlines
Indiana House and Senate to resolve tbelegislative action.
differences. Another choice is
There are several deadlines along tBdls and Resolu-
way that the bills must meet. Wednd®ns.” On the Bill
day, February 25is this year’'s deadlinénfo page you can
for third readings on the «oors of botltlick on “Subject
the House and the Senate. Bills nasting” to see bills
meeting this timeline will be dead fgroup by subject
the current session. The same appleatter; or you can

Indiana if they are
engaged in the dis-
charge of ofecial
duties and the edu-
cational institution
employing the ofe-
cer has not restrict-
ed or limited the
exercise of the of-
ecer’s ofecial pow-
ers. Passed Senate
2/17/2009.

to the third reading in the second chamlick on “Complete Information on SB 285- Property tax payments.

ber, the deadline for which is April 15tRills” to see a list by bill number. YoBermits a county to authorize transmis-
The General Assembly must adjourn gan then click on any bill number to se@n of property tax statements and re-
later than April 29, 2009. a summary of the bill. Another choic&ted info by electronic mail. Passed by
Below is a summary of some seletdditional Bill Info” is helpful as theSenate 43-0.
ed bills that are still “alive” at this wrigrocess moves along. It will allow you SB 391- Online renewal of driver’s
ing. There’s time for others to make the follow daily action in the House olicenses. Authorizes the BMV to adopt
February 25deadline, but the numbeSenate, determine the last action parles for renewal of certain driver's li-
of additional bills will certainly not béormed on a bill (or where it is in theenses by mail or electronic service. Re-
large. process), or towards the end of the ses-
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Bills on Government Reform & More Considered

version passed by Senate 28-22. rent and valid Indiana driver’s license
ferred to the House with vote of 49-0. SB 534— Online voter registrationor identi!cation card would be able to
SB 452- Kernan-Shepherd electiodfter 6/30/10 anyone possessing a culsubmit a voter registration application

provisions. Moves elections of mu- or update info in an existing record on-
nicipal oflcers to even-numbered years, line. Amended to apply to on-line reg-
stipulates that an employee of a politi- istrations not later than 29 days before
cal subdivision is considered to have re- election and passed 50-0.

signed from employment if the employ- SB 561~ Property tax matters. De-
ee is elected to of!ce in the subdivision letes statute requiring a general reas-
or becomes an elected member of the sessment to being in 2009 and requires
subdivision’s legislative body. Requires county assessors to prepare a reassess-
county election board to adopt an or- ment plan for each county and to submit
der designating a county a vote center it the department of local government
county and adopt a plan for administra- Inance. Institutes many other require-

tion and stipulates other requirements
for vote center counties. Passed by the
Senate 32-18.

SB 482— Marion County consolida-
tion. Effective 1/1/2011, the oflces of
township trustee and township board
positions would be abolished, with all
duties and responsibilities transferred to
the mayor. Makes various stipulations
regarding county functions. Although
this bill was scheduled for a committee
hearing, the author announced before-
hand that he would be stripping every-
thing from this bill and retaining only
one provision: consolidation of !re
departments. Senator Merritt said there &
was just too much opposition to the

Tt wrerees Thinking of Buying or Selling in

ing out of committee by one-vote, SB . . -
280 was defentod 26,24 the Butler Tarkington Area?

SB 492- Foreclosure of residential

t . Debtors that default -
dential mortgage loans after 613000 | CALL MATT

may obtain assistance from a foreclosure MCLauthin

counselor, or participate in a settlement z

conference. Passed by Senate 46-3. Matt SOLD more homes in
SB 512- Elimination of townships. Butler Tarkington than any

Applies only to those counties not having

- . ;
a consolidated city. Effective 1/1/2013 other agent in 2008.

abolishes township boards and makes el
county !scal body both the !scal body Butler Tarkington Resident :
and legislative body of townships and 317.580.7826

assigns that body the authority for cer- www.callmatt.net

mmcl@talktotucker.com

tain township tasks. Prohibits a relative
of a township oflcer or employee from

being employed by township in a direct [l DS G N § 104 {4 DI 24

supervisory or subordinate relationship
with the oflcer or employee. Amended COMPANY’ INC. i
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Doctor Knows Best When it Comes to Vitamins

es such as celiac disease and avitaminosis
that make absorption of certain vitamins
difecult. Women who are pregnant and
persons having undergone bariatric sur-
gery may need to have vitamin supple-
mentation,” said Dr. Daniel Rusyniak,
a medical toxicologist with the Indiana
Popping vitamins might seenmniversity School of Medicine and an
like a good bet for healthy livinggmergency medicine physician at Wis-
but doctors caution not to self exhard Health Services.
periment and to seek medical ad-Vitamins and minerals have no calo-
vice before starting any vitamin plaries and are not an energy source, kudting a healthy diet with lots of fruits
Vitamins are essential for normal growdissist in metabolizing nutrients in foathd vegetables.
and development. Doctors warn thaind are invaluable in keeping your bodywishard has established a primary
insufecient vitamin intake could leadunning smoothly. Vitamins make #are network consisting of its Prima-
to a number of vitamin deeciency digossible for other nutrients to be diry Care Center and eight Community
eases. However, high doses of vitamgested, absorbed and metabolized by Halth Centers, conveniently located
should be regarded as drugs that maybbely. Doctors suggest that people whisroughout Indianapolis. To access
risky in excess rather than supplememrtat a well-balanced, healthy diet likéhgse services, the public is encouraged
A common question many people haget enough vitamins from food intake call Health Connection at Wishard, a
when it comes to vitamins is “how mucéind probably don't need supplementslephone call center that operates 7 days
or what kind of vitamins should | take”A doctor can determine what vitamingweek, 24 hours a day. The call center is
Doctors suggest that each person is dibu may be lacking and whether or nalso available to assist people with ques-
ferent and you should always seek madiu need a supplemefit.you want to tions.
cal advice before starting any sort of wid ways to boost your energy there areFor more information on the services
tamin or supplement program. several ways this can be done withawishard provides or to end a primary
“‘In general we don't need vitamistarting a vitamin program. Tips includare physician, please call Health Con-
supplementation. There are some disethg- right amount of sleep, exercise andction at (317) 655-2255.
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letters to the editor

CHIP Helps Families Avoid Homelessness

In April 2008, | humbly accepted the position of executiugnity that makes living here special. | know that others share
director for the Coalition for Homelessness Intervention #relsame feelings when we proudly proclaim Indianapolis and

Prevention of Greater Indianapolis (CHIP).

our BT neighborhood home. Because of our neighborly ex-

CHIP is a nonproet organization created in 1996 witlpexiences here, | am driven to share with you the difecult but

mission to mobilize, advocate and empow-

er community collaboration toward the
elimination of homelessness. CHIP is the
community-wide coalition that is imple-
menting the Blueprint to End Homeless-
ness, Indianapolis's 10-year plan to move
our homeless neighbors off the streets or
out of temporary housing and into a place
that they can call home.
CHIP is not a provider of services to

the homeless and near-homeless persons

Rather, it is a focal point and a resource for

successful story of another friend from a
nearby neighborhood in our community.

Kayona and her children’s story is like
hundreds of others across our city. Her
success is truly a result of her faith, hard
work and the love of her neighbors. | hope
her story inspires you in some way and
that you answer the next call of a neigh-
bor who is homeless with Kayona in your
mind, with warmness in your heart, and
with open arms to greet them.

For more information on CHIP and

service providers and a rallying point for everyone in the ¢ody-Homeless Connect, visit www.chipindy.org, and for more
munity to play some part to help children and their famihésrmation on the Blueprint to End Homelessness and to see
avoid and end homelessness. As a grateful neighbor of Bulerethers in this community are making a difference, visit
Tarkington neighborhood since September of 1986, | kave.endhomelessnessindy.org. - Timothy C. Joyce
come to appreciate over these 22 years the stability and com- Please see article below.

Our Neighbor’s Personal Story of Homelessnes

As your neighbor | am grateful for this opportunity to shapartment.
with you my family’s struggle with homelessness and our €trrently, | am a full-time employment coordinator with
forts to regain stabilization that have come from hard wbrksh Start, which provides transitional support services for
determination and the help of the community. survivors of domestic violence. | am thankful for my job and

I moved to Indianapolis in August 2007 with my three ofiljoy being able to give back to others in situations similar to
dren from South Bend, Indiana, where | grew up. | broughat | faced. One way | give back is by being a member of
my family to Indianapolis to seek better job opportunities,tbat Advocacy Council through the Coalition for Homeless-
when | arrived in Indianapolis, the housing that | had arramgsd Intervention and Prevention. The Council is made up of
was not ready for me. homeless and formerly homeless individu-

My children, Taja (14), Azaliyia (10),
and Richard (8), and | had no where to go.
We erst stayed at the Greyhound bus sta-
tion for three days. This was a very stress-
ful and scary situation for my family. After
asking questions and trying to get infor-
mation, | found out about Connect2Help,
a hotline that provides information and re-
ferral services in Central Indiana.

Connect2Help referred me to the

Homeless Initiative Program (HIP), where

als advocating on behalf of the homeless
and identifying gaps in services for the
homeless.

Hopefully, like me, you are working
full-time and have a place to call home.
However, too many of our neighbors,
including hundreds of families, are going
through struggles similar to what | have
shared with you. These people include
your neighbors in Butler-Tarkington and
throughout Indianapolis. | urge you to get

staff found a place for my children and me to stay. That sanodved with the efforts to end homelessness. One upcoming
day, HIP staff drove us to the Interfaith Hospitality Netwavky to learn and volunteer your time is through the 2009 Indy
(IHN). At IHN we stayed with hosting congregations througtemeless Connect scheduled to take place on March 20, 200¢
out Indianapolis. During the day, | job searched while my kidshank you for letting me share my personal struggle with
attended a summer camp at Dayspring Center, an emergemgfessness and how | was able to overcome it with the helg
shelter that provides clothes and food to families. After spefidithers. As neighbors we need to work together to make
ing three weeks with IHN, | received my Section 8 housimg others do not have to experience being without a home.

voucher. At the end of August 2007, we moved into our own Kindly, Kayona Bingham
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BTNA Events Aim to Strengthen BTNA

NEWSLETTER BTNA will sponsor two University students workingnformation on how to pro-
GETSANEW events this spring to helside-by-side; we encouragect assets through providing
strengthen our neighboryour participation! For moreeducation on basic enancial

hood. information, please contacprincipals of homeowner-

The erst is our annualme a jbarth53@hotmail.comship, access to *nancial coun-
neighborhood clean up and Second, BTNA will selors, and the opportunity
will be held on April 18th partner with the Meridian-to meet with local non-proet

For several years, Cafrom 10:00—1:00. Volunteer&essler Neighborhood As-organizations.
vin Porter has transformedvill meet at 10:00 AM, pleassociation (MKNA) and the This event will take place
the collection of articlesvisit the BTNA web site inMartin Luther King Com- at the MLKCC (40th and II-
and pictures submitted fothe week of the event formunity Center (MKLCC)linois) from 10:00 to 2:00
this newsletter to create thécation information. Lastto hold a Homeowner andon April 25th. For more in-
BTNA News. Now, Calvin year’s event was very succe§®enters Resource Fair. Thiermation, please call the
has decided to turn the reignfl with neighbors and Butlemim of the fair is to provideMLKCC at 923-4581.
of layout over to me.

It is customary for a suc-
cessor to say that he has “bi
shoes to ¢ll,” but in this case
it couldn't be more true.
While the BTNA Board fo
cuses on areas of concern
to our neighborhood, th
Porters have been there |to
make sure the newsletter gets
out, on time and with qual-
ity advertisements, pictures,
articles, and layout.

Despite his decision to
“retire,” Calvin thankfull
is giving the new guy tips
for making it a success.
Calvin and his wife Marilyn
(who prepares all of the ad-
vertisements) remaicritical
to the continued success of
this newsletter.

During college, | worke
on our school newspaper.
This erst issue took me a
while to get rid of about 10
years of rust in my page-lay-
out abilities, but here it is.

With the change fro
Calvin to me, the Porters and
others have supported ideas
to revamp the design and try
a few new things.

We hope you will like the
new teasers at the top of the
newsletter, the Butler Briefs
about Butler University, the
tighter layout, and more.
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the bottom line

Your Family Budget...

ly expenses, including your
mortgage, gas, electric, and
water bills, and an estimate of

Having a family budget ismonthly grocery costs.
more important than ever in The difference between
a tough economy. Don't feelour take home pay and your
bad if you don’t have a budbasic monthly expenses is
get. Just read this, and take $8ur monthly expendable in-
minutes and start one. come. Your money isn't going

First, write down yourto manage itself. You need to
monthly take home pay; thisnanage it. Start by paying
is the money you (and youdown high interest credit card
spouse) make after taxes. debt.

Second, jot down the cost In the next article, we'll fo-
of each of youbasienonth- cus on reducing your debt.
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Hundred:s of Bills, But Few Laws Out of Assembly

prosecuting attorney if there is reasqgnlaces. This is a statewide ban on work-
ments. Referred to the House with enable suspicion to believe that a persplace smoking, although the legislation

vote of 48-0. has committed identity theft.
House Bill (HB) 1014 - Age dis- House by vote of 88-0.

Passdidts several exemptions, including one

for casinos, horse tracks and off-track

crimination. Prohibits certain actions HB 1207 — Nutritional information betting facilities as well as bars. It also

by an employer, a labor organization,
or an employment agency relating to
discrimination against an individual 40
years of age or older, establishes pro-
cedures for ¢ling complaints, transfers
jurisdiction to the civil rights commis-
sion and adjudication to the department
of labor. Amended to except corporate
boards and passed by House 58-37.

HB 1121 Identity deception. Creates
the identity theft unit in the ofsce of the
attorney general, and speciees that the

requires casinos to set aside 20 percent
of their space for non-smokers. Allows
municipalities to enact more stringent
smoking bans at the local level. Referred
to the Senate with #nal vote of 70-26.

HB 1235- Poll closing time. Re-
quires polls in each precinct to close at 8
pm rather than at 6 pm on election day.
Passed House by vote of 52-46.

HB 1242 — Mobile telephone use.
Personal communication devices. Pro-
hibits use of a personal communication

unit shall: (1) investigate consumer coat-food establishments. Requires restdavice by a motor vehicle and imposes
plaints related to identity theft; (2) assisits with 20 or more locations in toivil penalties for violation. Withdrawn
victims of identity theft; (3) cooperatplace calorie and carbohydrate datalmn author Rep. after it was amended
with law enforcement investigations rezenus or menu boards by July and @a the House !oor to apply only to
lated to identity theft; (4) assist state ama@ke other nutritional data (fat, cholestose drivers younger than 18. Further
federal prosecuting attorneys in the iterol, etc.) available in some form. Esmended and passed by the House 88-9.
vestigation and prosecution of identitgblishes civil penalties for violations. HB 1633- Foreclosure of residential

theft; and (5) promptly notify the apPassed by the House 51-46.

mortgages. Many of the same provi-

propriate law enforcement agency andHB 1213— Smoking ban in publicsions of SB 492.
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IMCPL Reports Record Year of Library Use

meeting their need for book

and other information re-

sources,” said Laura Brambl

IMCPL Chief Executive Of-

ecer. “People can avail them

Library patrons are usselves of a wide range o

ing the Indianapolis-Marionfree offerings, from books tg

County Public Library incomputers, all with the sim

record numbers, with ovemple use of a Library card,
5.6 million patron Vvisitsshe added.

and nearly 16 million items The Library saw 50,314

checked out in 2008, accordndividuals become new li

ing to year-end statistics arbrary cardholders in 2008.

nounced by the Library. Overall, there are 468,500

Those numbers represenfMCPL cardholders. Patrons

[72)

=

D
a 6.8% increase in door courtian use the library card not
and a 12% increase in circnly to check out books and
lation over 2007, the efthmaterials, but also to access

consecutive year of recor@ number of free online daCPL location.

increases in library use. tabases and download a

port Branch (2%). Leading
u- During its erst full year of increases in circulation oc-

“During these challeng-diobooks from the Library’'sservice in 2008, the newlyeurred at the West Indianap-
ing economic times, morevebsite at www.imcpl.orgiransformed Central Libraryolis Branch (a 19% increase
patrons are discovering thas well as more easily accegtracted 892,874 visitorgver 2007), the Haughville

Library as a great value ipublic computers at any IM

a 25% increase over 200Branch (10.7%), and the In-
the enal full year of servicefoZone at The Children’s
at Central Library prior toMuseum (6%).
its renovation. Patrons also Books continued to be
checked out 732,522 itemthe most popular format in
from Central Library in 20082008, with nearly 62% of all
more than doubling theitems checked out, followed
amount checked out in 200By DVDs (23%), music (9%),
at the Interim Central Libraryaudiobooks (4%) and VHS
and the new Central Library1.4%).
after it reopened. In 2009, IMCPL will be-
At IMCPL branch loca- gin implementation of a new
tions, the most notable in-sve-year strategic plan, which
creases in patron visits wengill better align the Library’s
found at the West Indianapoprogramming and service
lis Branch (8% increase ovagriorities, and allocate avail-
2007), the East Washingtoable resources, according to
Branch (7%), and the Southeommunity needs.
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Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 88234
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

The BTNA Purpose: To enhance neighborhood liv-
ability, to maintain open communication with state and
local government and other neighborhoods and neigh-
borhood associations, to involve neighbors in neighbor-
hood activities, to eliminate prejudice and discrimination,
to defend human and civil rights, and to combat juvenile
delinquency.

Non-pro!t Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 2869
Indianapolis, IN




