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With the summer months 
upon us, many of  us are 
spending more time out-
doors.  For this article I de-
cided to search out some cre-
ative examples of  enjoyable 
outdoor spaces in BTNA 
yards.

One of  the • rst places 
I visited was the home of  
Andy and Mary Kay Buckner 
at 5530 N. Kenwood Avenue.  
The early array of  irises arc-
ing the front yard caught my 
eye.  Andy explained that 
the ring of  Irises and other 
• owering plants that bloom 
later have dual purpose. This 
sunny space offers a garden 
of  delights for Mary Kay, the 
self-annointed • ower per-
son, but it also reduces the 
amount of  grass that needs 
tending by Andy. Behind the 
ring of  irises, the Buckners 
have installed several knock-
out roses, lilies, peonies, bee 
balm and other plants to pro-
vide all-summer color and to 
nurture butter• ies.

Andy told me I might 
like to see their backyard as 

well. It was a decent spring 
day and Mary Kay was in 
back planting and tending.  
She explained that when 
they bought the house sev-
eral years ago, there was a 
dog run at the very back of  
the yard and it was a shaded 
space.  A landscaper suggest-
ed that, since • owers would 

be a hard sell in that space, 
that they create a medita-
tion garden instead.  Plants 
of  various shades of  green 
and dark red now inhabit 
this area and provide a calm-
ing in• uence.  Right next to 
this garden was a spot where 
grass simply would not grow.  
The Buckners recently put 

down some pavers in a circle 
shape and topped them with 
two periwinkle blue Adiron-
dack chairs—a spot of  bright 
color among the green.

As I continued my search, 
I noticed that what I like to 
call “streetscaping” has be-
come quite popular.  Instead 
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Working on the BTNA History proj-
ect the last few years, I have gotten to 
know several of  the BTNA past presi-
dents, either in person or through the 
records they’ve left behind. 
Each of  them brought their 
own leadership style to the 
neighborhood association and 
each left a personal imprint. I 
have also been very fortunate 
to have the advice and counsel 
of  several past presidents over 
the last year and a half. 

Elsa Iverson was one past president 
who was especially helpful to me as I 
transitioned from board member to 
president. Elsa was BTNA president 
from 2003 to 2005. At • rst Elsa and I 
would email about various topics, and 
she was very patient as I queried her 
about suggestions for improvements to 
the business district at 38th and Illinois 
or asked if  she had copies of  the BTNA 
News from when she was president. 

One time, Elsa stopped by to drop of  
off  some material to be donated to Butler 
University Irwin Library.  We got to talk-
ing about our lives beyond BTNA, and it 
ended up that we had more in common 
than we knew. In fact, Elsa’s son Nathan 
had gone to high school with me (a year 
behind) at Brebeuf  and we had played 
hockey together at the State Fairgrounds.

In addition, Elsa and I shared a pro-
fession: we are both social workers and 
social work educators. Like me, Elsa had 
a Masters in Social Work (MSW), and 
while I teach an occasional class to MSW 
students at the Indiana University School 
of  Social Work, Elsa spent her entire 35-
year career there.  She “retired” in 2008. 
I put retired in quotes because Elsa con-

tinued to work for the School of  Social 
Work, most recently as a faculty advisor 
to students during their internships. 

Indeed, Elsa was the advisor to my 
own MSW student intern. I was sur-
prised and excited to be contacted by her 
in her role as student advisor. Elsa came 
into the of• ce recently to observe my 
student and to discuss progress in her in-
tern position. Elsa even stayed to attend 
a meeting where my student had a role 

reporting on some research 
she had done. After that meet-
ing, Elsa and I had several 
email exchanges, where Elsa 
especially noted my slowness 
in submitting timely student 
evaluations.  

Suddenly, after one such 
exchange, Elsa’s emails sud-

denly stopped and I was surprised when 
the next note I received was from Na-
than informing me that Elsa had passed 
away in her neighborhood home on May 
10, 2009.

Since I received that sad note, I have 
had many discussions with neighbors, 
students, and colleagues about Elsa and 
everything she did for our neighbor-
hood, her community, and her friends 
and family. I knew that Elsa was involved 
in other non-pro• ts, but I did not know 
to what extent.

In addition to her work with BTNA, 
Elsa was involved with many organiza-
tions including Exodus Refugee Im-
migration, Boys and Girls Clubs of  
America, and Planned Parenthood, 
among others. Beyond that Elsa recently 
received the 2009 Indiana University 
School of  Social Work’s Spirit of  Philan-
thropy Award in recognition for her de-
velopment of  the school’s international 
student placement program.

Thinking about Elsa and her life re-
minds me that we who live in the BTNA 
are fortunate to have so many thought-
ful, caring people like Elsa Iverson 
among us.

Butler University concluded its capi-
tal campaign ButlerRising on May 31, 
2009 with gifts and pledges at nearly 
$154 million, more than $28 million 
above the initial goal of  $125 million.

Focused on investing in the intellec-
tual and creative capabilities of  But-
ler’s faculty, staff, and students, the 
campaign raised money for student 
scholarship and support, academic 
initiatives, and facilities.

Butler’s College of  Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences recently began a new 
statewide Tobacco Cessation Tele-
counseling Program this year.

Faculty and students telephone Med-
icaid patients who have a prescription 
for a tobacco cessation medication. 
Once enrolled, patients receive coun-
seling during sessions over the course 
of  two months and are counseled on 
such topics as how to use their medi-
cation properly, problem solving tech-
niques, and tips on relapse prevention.

Butler’s women’s basketball, women’s 
golf, and women’s tennis teams re-
ceived national attention for their 
academic accomplishments, as the 
programs earned 2008-2009 NCAA 
Public Recognition Awards.

The awards are given to teams that 
rank in the top 10 percent of  all pro-
grams in their respective sports.  But-
ler was one of  just three schools in 
the Horizon League to have at least 
three teams presented with the award. 

International Theatre Indianapolis 
(ITI), created by Butler Theatre pro-
fessors John Green and Diane Tim-
merman, launched this summer.

ITI is dedicated to enriching and ex-
panding the range of  theatre available 
in Indianapolis through the annual 
presentation of  work by international 
theatre artists and theatre companies.

the president ’s message
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As the mercury climbs in the hot summer months, the num-
ber of  crimes committed also tends to rise.  While the summer 
increase in crime is only slight, it has been consistent for a 
number of  years.

The reasons for increased crime reports during the sum-
mer months include the higher temperatures, increased tour-
ism, out-of-school juveniles and more empty homes as peo-
ple travel on summer vacation.  Heat aggravation can lead to 
people getting mad more easily.  When tempers • air problems 
between people can occur.  Also, police reports tend to re• ect 
an increase in juvenile victims and offenders because teens are 
removed from controlled environments like school or home.  

Common sense can signi• cantly reduce the chances of  be-
coming a victim of  crime.  A few of  the following suggestions 
should help you have an enjoyable and safe summer.
• Parents should pay extra attention to their children’s activi-

ties and whereabouts.
• Before leaving on vacation, make sure all doors and win-

dows (even basement windows) are locked.
• Keep your garage doors closed and locked when you are 

not at home.  
• If  you have an alarm, set it every time you leave the house, 

not just when you go to sleep or your family is in for the 
night.  

• Stand outside of  your house and look into your windows 
to see if  valuables such as jewelry, art and electronics are 
visible.  If  so, you should consider moving them to a dif-
ferent location. If  you can see these items, any potential 
burglar can be attracted by them.

• Install a yard or porch light and turn it on at night.  Tim-
ers and dawn/dusk sensors can be attached to the lights 
to turn them on and off  so that you don’t have to always 
remember.

• Be vigilant, keep an eye out for strangers and strange be-
havior.

The Martin Luther King Com-
munity Center (MLKCC) will 
host Congressman André Car-
son on August 24, 2009, at 7:00 
p.m. for a special neighborhood 
forum.

BTNA and MLKCC ask that 
meeting attendees bring a dona-
tion for the MLKCC’s food bank. ¶ · ¸ ¹ º »
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I asked Liz Bowman about the yard 
at her home, 4260 N. Boulevard, and she 
began by telling me that she does not al-
low anyone else to work in her yard.  Just 
her and Jesus.  When I inquired about 
how, at 82-years-old, she can handle all 
the mowing, the planting, the raking and 
other tending, the real story began to un-
fold.

“My body doesn’t know anything but 
work,” she said.  Ms. Bowman was born 
in Florida and lived there until she was 
19.  When she was seven, her mother 
took a job working at a large home, a 
vestige of  a plantation, and had to be 
at work very early in the morning—or 
in the middle of  the night to most of  
us. Ms. Bowman’s daddy turned to her 
and said:  “Sister, you’re now the woman 
of  the house.”  So at seven-years-old, 
she arose each morning at 4:30, cooked 
breakfast for her father and two broth-
ers, fed herself, packed lunches for all 
four of  them, and got them off  to work 
and school. At the end of  the school day, 
she would rush home from school to 
cook dinner and have it on the table at 
5:00 p.m.  She learned to cook by sitting 
in the kitchen and watching others do it.  
And Ms. Bowman never missed a day of  
school throughout.

When she was 19, Ms. Bowman’s 
mother died.  Her father was gone and 
her two brothers took off, leaving her 
alone.  She had a friend in Indianapolis 
and decided she would move here and 
give it a try.  She found a room to rent 
downtown, and since her daddy always 
said “a piece-a-job is better than no job,” 
she took three “piece-a-jobs,” before 
eventually settling in at Evelyn’s Bakery 
on the Avenue.  

After working at Evelyn’s for some 
time, Ms. Bowman decided to put in an 
application at Western Electric.  Three 
years later, after the birth of  her • rst 
child, Western Electric pulled out her 
application and called in her to talk.  

She got the job and worked there for 
11 years, took 11 years off, then worked 
there another nine years or so before the 
Indianapolis plant was closed.

Ms. Bowman has lived at several dif-
ferent places at our end of  town:  West 
29th Street, 39th and Graceland, 39th and 
Boulevard included.  But she moved into 
her current home 48 years ago. At the 
time, there were some trees in the yard 

but just three plants—two on the side 
of  her house and a larger one in front. 
Except for those three plants, the entire 
yard has been landscaped, planted and 

tended to by Ms. Bowman, and she’s still 
doing so. Periodically, others will offer to 
do work for her, but it doesn’t seem to 
work out.  A son-in-law volunteered to 
mow her lawn.  However, when she came 
home and found her • owers strewn with 
grass clippings, she • red him.  

You also may recall that Ms. Bow-
man’s house won a prize from BTNA 
several years ago for her Christmas deco-
rations.  She covers the yard with lights, 
in• atable • gures and other decorations 
each year, also at Easter.  Halloween 
used to be a big night too.  She decked 
out the yard with many, many Halloween 
decorations and lights, opened the gates 
to the yard, dressed as a witch, and dis-
tributed 700 bags of  candy to the young 
children that came trick-or-treating 
there.  She stopped doing Halloween a 
few years ago though.  The Lord spoke 
to her and warned her about the dangers 
of  having young children cross a busy 
street to get to her home.  She knew if  
even one child was hurt, she would feel 
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responsible.  Halloween’s not 
so big anymore.

Ms. Bowman has three 
children, eight grandchildren, 
and her 12th great-grandchild 
is on the way.  One year they 
all decided to help her deco-
rate the yard for Christmas.  
She was a nervous wreck the 
entire time they were there 
working, thinking they might 
not do it right.  Then she later 
went over every single thing 
they had done.  Ms. Bowman 
likes her things done right 
and admits to being “• nicky” 
about it.

So where did her love for 
gardening come from?  Liz 
Bowman says her mother 
always had • owers around 
their house—an array of  
green bean cans • lled with 
• owers—and she supposes 
that must have been her in-
spiration.  So now you can 
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• nd many different types of  
• owers growing in areas all-
around her house.  However, 
Ms. Bowman says she doesn’t 
want people sending • ow-
ers when she dies.  She likes 

hers right now, thank you, 
while she can still appreciate 
them and show her gratitude.  
Meanwhile, she keeps picking 
up every single leaf  that falls 
from trees in her yard, tend-

ing her • owers, mowing her 

lawn, spending time at church 
and with her family, and work-
ing two “piece-a-jobs.”  “I’m 
82 years old and I can move 
faster than a rabbit,” she says.  
“No one can keep up with me 
but Jesus.”
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Last year BTNA launched 
our infrastructure improve-
ment project. The aim of  the 
project was to catalog and rank 
the improvements needed in 
our neighborhood. Thanks to 
the input of  many neighbors, 
BTNA has been able to devel-
op a robust list of  improve-
ment opportunities. Using the 
list as a guide, BTNA took the 
next step and reached out and 
worked closely with the city 
and elected of• cials to discuss 
our projects.

This process has been valu-
able for many reasons includ-
ing learning more about how 
city projects are developed and 
prioritized and for develop-
ing opportunities for BTNA 
to build relationships with 
key folks in city government. 
With that as background, I am 

pleased to announce that two 
of  our projects have found 
success:

KENWOOD  AVENUE : CURBS 
& SIDEWALKS

This project is not only 
the result of  the BTNA in-
frastructure improvement 
project, but it also is a great 
example of  how neighbor 
action can cause change. In 
this case, the very active block 
club noticed how the crum-
bling sidewalks and streets 
had become a hazard for 
neighborhood children and 
seniors. The block club orga-
nized a petition drive seeking 
improvements from the city 
and collected the signatures 
of  over 75% of  the residents 
on the block. The block club 
then requested the endorse-
ment of  BTNA, which wrote 
letters on its behalf  and dis-
cussed the project with senior 

city leaders and members of  
the City-County Council. The 
project is now underway. 

38TH  & I LLINOIS  STREET : 
PARKING  METERS

This project is a direct re-
sult of  the BTNA infrastruc-
ture improvement project. 
During the collecting and pri-
oritization of  projects, I had 
the opportunity to meet with 
several business leaders at 38th 
and Illinois. These small busi-
ness operators were seeking a 
“leveling of  the playing • eld” 
to make shopping as easy on 
customers at 38th street as it is 
at 56th street.

I heard a story of  many 
years of  frustration in trying 
to eliminate the parking me-
ters in this business district 
through discussions with the 
city and even after a pilot to 
“bag” the meters for a period. 
Based on this input, BTNA 
wrote a letter in support of  
removing the parking meters, 
discussed the issue with two 
city councilors, advocated 
with city of• cials, and made 
the project the focus of  our 

discussion with city of• cials 
during the recent “Mayor’s 
Night Out.”  I’m very pleased 
to announce that on May 
18th Proposal 173, spon-
sored by Councilor Monroe 
Gray, passed the City-County 
Council and “authorizes the 
removal of  parking meters on 
both sides of  Illinois Street 
between 38th Street and 39th 
Street” by the Department of  
Public Works.

The above projects could 
only have happened with the 
combined support of  com-
mitted local businesses, acces-
sible elected and city of• cials, 
and most importantly dedi-
cated neighbors. BTNA espe-
cially wishes to thank Deputy 
Mayor Olgen Williams, City 
Councilors Grey and Sand-
ers, and our neighborhood 
liaison Catherine Moore all 
who played key roles in these 
projects.

BTNA will continue to ad-
dress infrastructure improve-
ments in our neighborhood 
and we hope to report other 
successful stories in future 
editions of  the newsletter.
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The ninth season of  the 38th & Meridian Farmers’ Market 
is well underway at North Church.

This project reaches out to our immediate community 
and impacts the lives of  hundreds of  children by providing 
fresh vegetables, produce and other Indiana-raised products. 
Nearly 30% of  the vendor sales at the market involve WIC 
vouchers.

This year we have made a few improvements:
1. New location, we will be located in the smaller parking 

lot on the immediate north side of  the church near the 
playground.

2. This will provide more green space and a place for kids to 
play within sight of  parents.

3. Entertainment is back! We have booked live music 
throughout the season.

4. Festivals! Strawberry Taste, Sweet Corn Taste, July 30th; 
Apple & Popcorn Fest, October 15th.

5. More vendors with more diversity. And don’t forget our 
Health Ministries involvement and a more focused effort 
to bring awareness to kids and adult health.

Watch for how your kids can participate in their own crop 
share program. You’ll have to come to the market to • nd out 
more!

Join the Martin Luther King Community Center in 
partnership with BTNA, MHS, State Farm (39th and 
Meridian), Best Buy (West 38th Store), Midnorth Church 
Council on August 1st.

All are sponsoring the Second Annual Community 
United Towards Peach and Nonviolence—Midnorth 
Community Back to School Rally and Neighborhood 
Fest.

It will be held August 1st from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
MLK Center.  There will be food, fun, education, and 
free community resources at the largest Midnorth com-
munity fest for all ages.  The Nintendo Wii tournament 
sponsored by the Best Buy store on West 38th Street.
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of  grass running parallel to 
the curb, several homeown-
ers have converted this space 
between sidewalk and street 
to garden.

Sara Cotterill said when 
she and husband Chris pur-
chased their home at 411 W. 
Blue Ridge the backyard had 
lots of  ferns, lilies and hos-
tas growing in the backyard.  
They moved many of  them 
to their streetside garden, 
where they have thrived and 
multiplied.  The Cotterills 
then began adding in peonies, 
lilies, roses and petunias to 
provide a bright note amidst 
the green background.

Next I knocked on the 
door of  the home at 349 W. 
46th Street and discovered a 
complete plan for the yard 
there.  When Ron Nobles 

and Kevin Malley purchased 
their home, there were lots 
of  shaded outdoors spaces, 

but the only sunny spot was a 
smaller area of  lawn.  Kevin 
wanted ! owers, so he trans-
formed this sunny spot into 
a terraced display of  rotating 
! owers.  Ron wanted fresh 
produce so they installed an 
organic vegetable garden. 
And between the two areas 
is a shaded patio, de" ned by 
a low, circular wall of  bricks 
that were left over from an 
addition to the house. 

For many years I commut-
ed from BTNA to downtown 
to work.  Every summer as 
I neared the intersection of  
Capital and 40th Street, I was 
cheered by colorful ! owers 
! anking the front steps at Dr. 
Juanita Jones’ home at 4002 
N. Capital.  At the top of  the 
steps, they extend to the right 
providing a colorful frame 
for the front of  her home.  
You’ll need to remember to 
drive by here later in July to 
get the full effect; by then Dr. 
Jones’ colorful annuals will 
have " lled in top-to-bottom 

alongside the steps.
The yard of  Liz Bowman’s 

home at 4260 N. Boulevard 
is impeccably neat.  I don’t 
believe there was one leaf  on 
the grass the day I stopped by 
to take the photo of  her yard.  
It has several clearly de" ned 
! owering garden areas and 
Ms. Bowman uses a long-ago 
installed swing set to display 
hanging plants.  You may rec-
ognize Ms. Bowman’s yard as 
a frequent source of  holiday 
delight—Christmas lights 
and displays, Easter eggs and 
bunnies, and more.  Be sure 
to read the accompanying ar-
ticle in this issue about Ms. 
Bowman.

When Deb Walker bought 
her home at 4901 N. Ken-
wood, there was a heavily-
shaded space behind the 
house that hadn’t gotten 
much use by previous owners. 
However, Deb envisioned an 
extension of  her home there.  
Not a constructed addition, 
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but a casual, outdoor enter-
taining space cut-off  from 
traf• c by a privacy fence. 
She began by clearing out 
the overgrown area, mulch-
ing the • oor, installing fur-
niture and soft illumination 
by candles and solar lights.  
Next, she wanted to direct 
access to the area from in-
side her home so a window 
on the back of  the house was 
converted to French doors.  
Over time, she’s embellished 
the area with a rattan bar and 
stools, a clock, a mirror and a 
small fountain. 

These are just a few of  
the ideas I found among our 
BTNA area.  There were 
many more that I couldn’t 
include.  If  you’d like to see 
photos of  spaces in this ar-
ticle in full, living color, be 
sure to visit the BTNA web-
site:  www.ButlerTarkington.
org.
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Noodles & Company 
Restaurant in Broad Ripple, 
along with several af• liate 
restaurants, plans to host an-
other food drive on Sunday, 
August 9th. Midtown Vine-
yard Community Church 
also plans to invite other area 
churches to join the partner-
ship to stock the Martin Lu-
ther King Community Center 
food pantry. 

The week of  August 2nd, 
volunteers from Noodles & 
Company, Midtown Vineyard 
Church, the MLK Center and 
anyone interested in helping 
will place hundreds of  bags 
on porches of  homes in 
Butler-Tarkington and Broad 
Ripple, inviting neighbors to 
• ll the bags with non-perish-
able food items to help stock 
the MLK Center food pantry. 
Flyers on the bags will invite 
everyone to bring their food 
donations to the one-day 
bene• t at Noodles & Compa-
ny on Sunday, August 9th.  In 
addition to the food collect-
ed, Noodles & Company will 
donate 15 percent of  sales 
that day to the MLK Center; 
and anyone who brings a bag 
of  food to Noodles & Com-
pany will get a free fountain 
soft drink or rice krispie treat 
with their meal.

At the last bene• t held on 
April 26th, bags full of  food 
just kept pouring in; people 
really wanted to help. The sun 

was shining bright on the ter-
race of  Noodles & Company 
Restaurant, as a live band 
from Midtown Vineyard 
Community Church played a 
repertoire of  Christian wor-
ship music, Nora Jones songs 
and some new original tunes. 
The smiling crowd on the ter-
race celebrated a fruitful col-
laboration between Noodles 
& Company, Midtown Vine-
yard Community Church 
and the Martin Luther King 
Community Center.

“I am overjoyed by the 
kindness shown by our 
neighbors,” said MLK Center 
Executive Director Netetia 
Walker. “People who never 
dreamed they would be hurt-
ing are coming to us for help. 
Donations like this really 
make a difference.” 

Pastor Rob Stiles of  
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There was an unprecedented turn-
out of  vendors at the Martin Luther 
King Multi-Service Center for the April 
25th Housing Resource Fair.  Their 
participation on a beautiful Saturday 
was an indication of  their dedication 
to our neighborhoods.  Organized by 
the BTNA, the MLK Center, and the 
Meridian-Kessler Neighborhood Asso-
ciation (MKNA), it was a • rst event in 
BTNA’s long-term strategy to address 
the housing issues facing our neighbors. 
The vendors attending provided infor-
mation regarding legal services, bank-
ruptcy, insurance (health, home and 
renters), • nancial planning, re• nancing 
homes, and purchasing homes.  We’re 
going to highlight just a few of  those 
vendors for those of  you who may have 
missed the Resource Fair. 

The Indianapolis Neighborhood 
Housing Partnership (INHP) provides 

assistance in planning for the purchase 
of  a home.  The assistance includes 
specially designed classes in English 
and Spanish, one-on-one counseling, 
affordable • nancing and ongoing sup-
port. INHP can be reach at 610-3663.

Indiana Legal Services provides le-
gal representation and advice to low 
income people in non-criminal cases.  
Services related to housing include: 
re• nancing mortgages, tenant/renters 
protection, and foreclosure assistance. 
Andrew Sult attended the fair and can 
be contact at 631-9775.

Bankruptcy Attorney Andrew Sawin 
shared information the “Top Ten Myths 
About Bankruptcy.”  A couple of  those 
myths are: bankruptcy no longer exists, 
bankruptcy doesn’t cover credit cards, 
and folks who declare bankruptcy will 
never get credit again. Andrew, whose 
of• ces are at 6100 N. Keystone can be 
reached at 255-2600.

Sun Mortgage Company had infor-
mation on re• nancing homes.  Tirish 

Jacobs, mortgage consultant, was pres-
ent to answer questions.  She can be 
reached at 575- 5505. 

Two insurance companies provided 
information about the services avail-
able for homeowners and renters.  Jeff  
Kolp (283-3172), who has an of• ce at 
3915 N. Meridian, attended on behalf  
of  State Farm Insurance Nationwide 
Insurance also had representation by 
Kizzie Harlan, 3801 N. Pennsylvania, 
927-0903.

What about health care for you and 
your family? Covering Kids and Fami-
lies of  Central Indiana had material 
about the many health insurance pro-
grams available from birth to 64 for 
low-income persons.  To reach a Wash-
ington Township representative, call 
221-3185.

BTNA would like to thank all the 
people attended the fair both as ven-
dors and attendees. We plan to make 
additional information and resources 
available throughout the year. 
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On May 20th, 9,500 Eli Lilly employ-
ees, wearing red “Lilly Day of  Service” 
T-shirts, began work at 7am. Devot-
ing their efforts to 50 large community 
service projects as part of  the Lilly Day 
of  Service, they planted, painted, and 
mulched many public spaces.  This is the 
second year for this amazing event.

 Last July, Lilly and Keep Indianapolis 
Beautiful (KIB) approached HARMO-
NI to help identify potential projects in 
Midtown—including Meridian-Kessler, 
Butler-Tarkington, North Meridian 
Street Historic District and Broad Rip-
ple.  They had determined that Midtown 
would be an emphasis area this year, if  
HARMONI could help organize and 
engage the preparation and maintenance 
resources required

 The results? Midtown received the 
efforts of  900 Lilly volunteers who com-
pleted 19 projects, including:

• Planting trees along College and Me-
ridian from 38th Street to West• eld 
Boulevard (a total of  500 trees in 

Midtown)
• Expanding outdoor areas for youth 
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and senior use at the MLK Community Center, includ-
ing creation of  an exterior mural as well as interior one, 
and beautifully landscaped grounds (with plans donated 
by Joe Mayes, Midtown resident, and 
employee of  Rundell Ernstberger As-
sociates, LLC design • rm

• Painting murals designed by Broad 
Ripple High School students along 
West• eld Boulevard and the Monon 
Trail

• Plantings, spreading playground 
mulch and sprucing up structures in 
public parks: Tarkington, Elwood & 
Mary Black, Andrew Ramsey, Broad 
Ripple, Canterbury, 61st & Broadway

• Enhancing the Hoosier Heritage Garden & Grounds at 
the Governor's Residence

• Landscaping area schools, including the Center for In-
quiry/School #84, St. Joan of  Arc, School #70 and Oaks 
Academy

• Plantings along the Monon Trail and the Canal Towpath 
in Broad Ripple

 While Lilly employees provided the bulk of  the workforce, 
volunteers from MSF, MKNA, BTNA, and BRVA helped with 
logistics prior to the event. KIP and the Lilly coordinators 
have been working with HARMONI since last July and this 
“all across Midtown” team to coordinate volunteers to help 
unload materials, prep areas for painting and planting, assist 
with ongoing maintenance of  plantings (watering, weeding, 
etc.) and other tasks. 

Many thanks to ALL the volunteers who came out to work. 
Thank you to Mark Adler of  the KIB team.  A special thank 
you to Elaine Klein (and family). When faced with an unex-
pected heat wave just following the plantings, Elaine pulled 
together an emergency watering team of  volunteers (picture 
trash cans full of  water in the back of  Elaine’s and Raul Bur-
ciaga’s trucks and people dipping with milk cartons).

Beth Deane served double duty, coordinating resources 
from MKNA and from Meridian Street Foundation areas.  

¿ À ¿ ¿ Á Â Ã Ä Å Æ Ç È É Ê Ë Larry Fitzgerald coordinated the BTNA resources required.  
Stacey McCarthy continued her legendary career as “Merid-
ian’s favorite tree-hugger” by ensuring that Meridian Street 
had 79 new trees.  Tom Healy of  the BRVA coordinated many 

of  the volunteers in Broad Ripple Village 
and supervised large unloading efforts in 
preparation for the big day.

Many thanks to Merry Iverling and Her-
man Williams who have agreed to make 
sure that the many new trees at Ramsey 
and Elwood and Mary Black Parks are wa-
tered during the summer. They would ap-
preciate help with this, if  you are able to 
provide that.

 To all Lilly employees in our area—
thanks to you…and please share our 

thanks with your company.  What a wonderful gift to Midtown 
and to the entire city!  It was an amazement to watch the plans 
come to fruition.

The following area • rms donated their professional services 
to help in this amazing effort:
• Rundell Ernstberger-landscape designs for CFI School 

#84, Sidener Academy, and the MLK Center
• Broad Ripple Tree Service—stump removal
• Gardens of  Growth
• Green Brush Painters
Many others donated time as well.
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Smoke Free Indy is a coalition of  
state and local public health organiza-
tions, community based organizations, 
physicians, businesses, schools, the 
faith community, and Marion County 
residents dedicated to reducing sec-
ondhand smoke, tobacco usage and 
tobacco initiation through education, 
prevention and advocacy.

Founded in 2004, Smoke Free Indy 
has worked not only on the past the 
current smoke free workplace law in 
Indianapolis, but also on cessation 
programs, youth tobacco prevention 
and working with restaurants and bars 
to independently go smoke free. Most 

recently, Smoke Free Indy launched a 
public education campaign to educate 
the Indianapolis community about the 
importance of  comprehensive smoke 
free workplace laws. Advertisements 
have been playing on 11 local radio sta-
tions and in local print publications. 

 The public education campaign is 
focused on the health impact second-
hand smoke has on Indianapolis work-
ers. Secondhand smoke is the 3rd lead-
ing cause of  preventable death in the 
United States. In 2006 the U.S. Sur-
geon General stated that the only way 
to protect workers from the effects of  
secondhand smoke is to make all work-
places completely smoke free because 
there is no safe level of  exposure to 
secondhand smoke. 

A number of  cities and towns in Indi-
ana already have comprehensive smoke 
free workplace laws in place including 

Zionsville, Bloomington, Plain• eld, Ft 
Wayne, West Lafayette, and Cumber-
land. Most recently, our neighbor to the 
east, Hancock County adopted a com-
prehensive law, which went into effect 
on April 1, that includes all workplaces 
including bars and membership clubs. 

Smoke Free Indy has been speaking 
to neighborhood associations and other 
nonpro• t groups, as well as gathering 
supporters at local events including 
this coming weekend’s Country Music 
Expo. They continue to seek support 
from the community at large in India-
napolis and Marion County for smoke 
free air.

If  you would like to show your 
support for Smoke Free Indy and re-
ceive updates on what is happening in 
the City-County Council you can go 
to www.smokefreeindy.com or email  
them at info@smokefreeindy.com.
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Midtown Vineyard Church 
added, “When people work 
together, good things can 
happen. Our church is hon-
ored to be in partnership with 
Noodles & Company and the 
Martin Luther King Commu-
nity Center, and we warmly 
invite everyone to join us 
in this effort.” Noodles & 
Company assistant manager 
Emma Guinn loves to host 
bene• ts for good causes. “We 
have been blessed, so it’s just 
natural to share those bless-
ings with others,” said Guinn.

All are invited to help sup-

port the MLK Center food 
pantry by stopping in at Noo-
dles & Company for lunch or 
dinner on August 9th. If  you 
can’t make the bene• t, bring 
a bag of  food to the MLK 
Center, 40 W. 40th Street, or 
make a tax-deductible contri-
bution.

Contact Pastor Rob Stiles 
(office@midtownvineyard.
org) or Emma Guinn of  
Noodles & Company (broad-
ripple@sagamoredp.com) if  
you would like to volunteer 
to distribute food bags the 
week of  August 2nd, before 
the bene• t.
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Jazzercise lite is • tness that’s invigorating, not intimidating. 
A 60-minute class pairs moderate aerobics with exercises de-
signed to improved your strength, balance and ! exibility.

Beginning September 18th, classes will be offered on Fri-
days at 11:00 a.m. at Heritage Place, 4550 N. Illinois. Sessions 
of  six classes cost only $35.

Interested, but not sure if  this is for you?  That’s OK. Try 
one of  these demonstration classes: July 10, 11 a.m. or August 
28, 11 a.m.

Contact Heritage Place, 283-6662, 4550 N. Illinois Street, 
for more details.



Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 88234
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

The BTNA Purpose: To enhance neighborhood liv-
ability, to maintain open communication with state and 
local government and other neighborhoods and neigh-
borhood associations, to involve neighbors in neighbor-
hood activities, to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, 
to defend human and civil rights, and to combat juvenile 
delinquency.
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BTNA’s annual neighborhood meet-
ing featured State Senator Greg Taylor 
and State Representative Cindy Noe, 
with introductory comments by BTNA 
President John Barth and State Repre-
sentative Ed Delaney.

Senator Taylor and Rep. Noe re-
sponded to questions that covered the 
state budget, education funding, the 
Capital Improvement Board, the Hoo-
sier Lottery, and property taxes.

Many neighbors questioned the im-
portance of  continued funding for the 
Capital Improvement Board.  Senator 
Taylor explained that the convention 
business raises hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars for the State and was essen-
tial revenue, while Rep. Noe called for a 
comprehensive audit of  the CIB.

In addition, BTNA presented its re-
port on activities to date and plans for 
the rest of  the year.
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