BTNA Board of Directors 

July 13, 2009- Meeting Minutes 

Location:
Martin Luther King Community Center – 40th and Illinois 

Time: 

7:00

Board members:  JoAnn Johnson, Brendan Teeley, Tom Dolan, Larry Fitzgerald, Neil Bloede, Catherine Clements, John Barth, Mike Morgan
Guests:  N. Walker, A. Dietz, D. Papinmeyer, R. Coffee, T. Walker, D. Perry, M. Steinber, A. Breaker, B. Malad, D. VanAusdal
Opening Remarks, Introductions:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

· Introduction of Board Members

· Introduction of Guests

Treasurer’s Report 

· Board reviewed Treasurer’s Report
· B. Teeley moved to approve the treasurer’s report; N. Bloede seconded; vote unanimous in favor of approval.
Neighbor Comments 

IPL Tree Cutting Program

· Presentation on IPL tree cutting program

· IPL uses a 3-year trim cycle; because of BTNA’s large size and this cycle, IPL will be in the BTNA neighborhood lots of times in a given year.  IPL follows national standards for cutting trees

· IPL also trims trees in response to storm damage

· Notification system allows for homeowners to be notified several times before trees are trimmed; allows homeowner opportunity to ask questions

· IPL has a PR campaign about trees—“Right Tree, Right Place”—hopefully this can help avoid future problem trees

· A few notes:  IPL will clean up brush from its routine trimmings; will not clean up brush left after trimming trees in response to storm damage

· Customers can call and ask for free mulch produced with trimmed limbs
· Candidates for mid-north public safety director being interviewed
HHC Environmental Court

· Civil lawsuits based on code violations

· Increase in abandoned homes means an increase in these types of lawsuits

· HHC response is complaint driven

· HHC only responds to complaints of violations that threaten health and safety, not aesthetics

· HHC also assists homeowners with lead remediation and responds to lead complaints

· If neighbors notice a home that is vacant and has become a nuisance, this home may need to be boarded up.  The fastest way to accomplish this is to call the inspector responsible for your area.
BTNA Crime Strategy

· BTNA will be utilizing a hot spot crime strategy and will be partnering with Mid-North Public Safety.  

· Strategy is to identify hot spots (usually there are just a few homes in a neighborhood that may be the source of many calls to the police).

· The Meridian Kessler neighborhood has been using this strategy too.
Abandoned Housing Task Force

· BTNA is partnering with the Martin Luther King Community Center to develop a Community Development Corporation (CDC).  

· Currently there is a request for grant funds 

· B. Teeley will present bylaws of CDC at the next meeting
BTNA Event Summary:  “All Neighborhood” Meeting Review

· State representatives and state senators were in attendance

· Discussed state budget, property taxes, CIB, gambling

· Meeting had over 30 neighbors in attendance
Upcoming Events

· Congressman Andre Carson to speak at a special forum on August 24th at the MLKCC
2009 Work Plan Update:

· Community affairs committee:  need volunteers from the board to write articles for next newsletter; Mike Morgan and Catherine Clements volunteered.

Wrap-Up/Next Steps

· Next Meeting: 8/10/09 @ 7:00
