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BTNA will hold its Annual 
Meeting on Monday, October 12, 
2009, at 7:00 p.m. at the Martin 
Luther King Community Center 
(40th & Illinois).

Matt Gutwein, President and 
CEO of  Health & Hospital Cor-
poration will speak about the 
planned improvements to Wis-
hard Hospital.  The BTNA board will also review its 
2009 activities and elect new members and a new presi-
dent.  BTNA will provide drinks and dessert.
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Fire Station 16 is one of  
the quieter stations that the 
Indianapolis Fire Department 
(IFD) has, averaging about 3 
runs per day; however, those 
runs are very important to 
the community in Butler-
Tarkington.  

Between 1990 and 2001 
Captain Bob Rehfus was 
heavily involved with the 
neighborhood and we had an 
opportunity to get to know 
him quite well.  His favorite 
thing about working at the 
16’s was the neighborhood 
that we live in. He said that 
he never had so many people 
thank him, regardless of  the 
outcome.

Neighbors would bring 
cakes and cookies to the front 
door, and even bought the 
groceries that had been left 
in line at Safeway and deliv-
ered them.  Bob is currently 
a grandfather to ! ve with a 
range of  1 to 21 years of  age.  
During Bob’s tenure he made 
sure that the 16’s was a dues 
paying member of  the BTNA 
and even was Santa Claus for 
the Butler Tarkington Busi-

ness Association’s Christmas 
festivities.

Dan Davis, who is cur-
rently at the 16’s, has been in 
the Fire Department for 25 
years, with 14 of  those years 
here in our neighborhood.  
He agreed with Bob that the 
neighborhood is his favorite 
part of  working at the 16’s.  
He loves when parents bring 
their kids to get their pictures 
taken with the ! re truck.  One 
of  Dan’s fond memories is of  
the day the Bayh twins came 
by and had their pictures tak-
en with the ! re truck.  

Bob and Dan were asked 
what their most memorable 
run was within the neighbor-
hood and they lit up with sto-
ries.  The ! rst story started 
with a run one morning with 
a house that was ! lled with 
smoke; it smelled like some-
thing was cooking.  The ! re-
! ghters spent a good amount 
of  time looking for the source 
when they noticed the top of  
the water heater was brown.  
They asked the homeowner 
if  it was normally brown and 
discovered it was not normal-
ly.  They looked on top of  it 
and found a squirrel that had 
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In the last two years BTNA has fo-
cused on many issues—community 
building, infrastructure improvement, 
and business development among them. 
One activity we have not written about in 
much detail is our commitment to bring-
ing policy makers to the neighborhood. 
Our goal is to give our Butler-Tarkington 
neighbors a forum to hear di-
rectly from our elected and 
appointed of• cials and, more 
importantly, to provide an op-
portunity for our neighbor-
hood’s voice to be heard. 

BTNA is known as a very 
active neighborhood associa-
tion and we have been fortu-
nate to attract some key city and state 
leaders to our meetings. The • rst “all 
neighborhood” meeting that I was in-
volved in organizing in 2008 featured 
former Public Safety Director Scott 
Newman along with Deputy Mayor Ol-
gen Williams. This 
was an especially ro-
bust meeting in that 
we had nearly 100 
neighbors attend 
and great discus-
sion of  topics such 
as crime, overgrown 
lots, and planned 
changes to the po-
lice department.

For our annual 
meeting set in the fall of  2008, India-
napolis Mayor Greg Ballard spoke. The 
Mayor addressed issues such as aban-
doned housing, public transportation, 
and his vision for the city’s international 
“sister-city” program. This meeting was 
even covered by WTHR Channel 13. 

For 2009, we have continued our 
policy focus with three state legislators 
attending our most recent “all neigh-
borhood” meeting: State Representative 

Cindy Noe, State Senator Greg Taylor 
and State Representative Ed Delaney. 
Coincidentally the meeting took place 
between the end of  the regular session 
of  the general assembly and the be-
ginning of  the special session and was 
timed perfectly to address issues in the 
news such as the Capital Improvement 
Board, gambling, and property taxes.

In keeping with the prime issues of  
the day, BTNA’s Annual Meeting will be 

October 12, 2009, and Presi-
dent & CEO of  Health and 
Hospital Matt Gutwein will 
speak to us about the planned 
upgrades to Wishard. As you 
may know, Wishard plans to 
replace its failing buildings, 
which cannot be renovated, 
with facilities that meet the 

demands of  modern medicine.  Though 
the upgrades will not require taxes to be 
increased, the debt incurred to build the 
new buildings will be secured by prop-
erty tax dollars.  As a result, we will have 
a referendum in November to see if  

voters support Wis-
hard’s plans.

As you can see, 
BTNA has worked 
hard to bring pol-
icy makers to the 
Butler-Tarkington 
Neighborhood. We 
hope that these ses-
sions have given our 
neighbors the op-
portunity to learn 

more about the proposals that will shape 
our city and our neighborhood directly 
from those who represent us in city, 
state, and federal governments. More to 
the point, we hope the input from the 
BTNA has in• uenced public policy in 
a way that supports neighborhoods and 
keeps our city strong.

We look forward to seeing you at up-
coming BTNA meetings (including the 
annual meeting October 12, 2009).

The Butler University Police Depart-
ment recently purchased two Segway 
PTs (Personal Transporters), which 
are faster than walking, less tiring than 
bicycling, more fuel ef• cient, and 
more environmentally friendly than 
driving a car.

The Segways are not only better for 
the environment, but they are part of  
a new public safety strategy imple-
mented by BUPD Chief  Ben Hunter. 
Hunter wanted of• cers in closer con-
tact with the campus population and 
has designated one zone that of• cers 
always cover by walking or riding bi-
cycles.  Now, at least one of• cer per 
shift, if  not two, will patrol Butler on 
foot, on bicycle or on the Segways. 

Butler is one of  the best colleges in 
the Midwest according to The Princ-
eton Review. The education services 
company selected the school as one 
of  158 institutions it pro• les in its 
“Best in the Midwest” section of  its 
web site feature 2010 Best Colleges.

Butler also claimed the second posi-
tion in the Master’s Midwest category 
of  the 2010 U.S. News & World Re-
port America’s Best Colleges. This 
is Butler’s highest ranking since the 
inception of  the survey, and the Uni-
versity’s 21st consecutive year being 
among the top 10 in this category.

Butler welcomed 958 freshmen when 
school began on August 26th, a class 
slightly larger than the target of  915.

Hailing from 32 different states and 
a number of  different countries, the 
incoming students boast strong high 
school academic achievements and an 
average GPA of  3.74 (on a 4.0 scale). 

The class includes: 104 descendants 
of  alumni; 210 involved with student 
government or student council; 632 
volunteered in their community; 191 
involved in their church youth group; 
66 participated in a mission trip; and, 
189 were athletic team captains.
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Maybe I haven’t been paying close 
enough attention, my mind does tend to 
wander a bit. I didn’t know that the City 
of  Indianapolis and Marion County had 
a Tree Board (no pun intended) whose 
mission is to “increase overall tree canopy 
coverage and quality within the county.”  
This 12-person board is charged with the 
responsibilities of  monitoring our urban 
forest, providing tree-related educational 
opportunities, making recommendations 
to the Mayor on the revision or creation 
of  tree-related ordinances and making 
recommendations to local government 
agencies on potential tree-related policy 
revisions.

The Tree Board has worked with the 
Center for Urban Forest Research to pro-
duce a Municipal Forest Resource Analy-
sis. It inventoried 117,525 publicly-man-
aged trees, or that portion of  the urban 
forest within public rights-of-way (ROW).

Now, here’s a bit of  a conundrum. The 
two very large Sweetgum trees in front of  
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Todd Lothery is a Chicago 
native who moved to India-
napolis with his wife in No-
vember 2005. His wife is from 
Indianapolis, and the couple 
met at Purdue. In the early 
1990s they moved to North 
Carolina where Todd worked 
as a • lm critic for the Raleigh 
News & Observer. Living in 
Raleigh, Todd went back to 
school at Duke to study docu-
mentary • lmmaking.

“My • rst documentary was 
a technically crude • lm about 
a guy in Raleigh who col-
lected old educational • lms,” 
Lothery said. “I have an inter-
est in off-beat characters, the 
people who pursue an obses-
sion against all odds.”

He went on to discuss his 
historical and theory-based 
• lm education, but said that 
he always wanted to get into 
the technical side of  • lm-
making. Lothery describes his 

• lmmaking as a form of  pres-
ervation. “I like to think that 
there is so much cultural value 
in archiving things,” Lothery 
noted. “I hope that by pre-
serving them and presenting 
them in an interesting way, 
that people will see the value 
in them.”

Right now, Lothery is 
working on a documentary 
about the Hampton sisters – a 
family of  legendary Indianap-
olis Jazz musicians. “Jazz is 
kind of  a dying art,” Lothery 
said. “These two ladies, the 
music they played is a thing 
of  the past. It’s important to 
preserve stories that may be 
forgotten.”

Lothery, who now works 
as a copy editor for a book 
publishing company • nds 
similarities in his former role 
as a • lm critic and his role as 
a documentary • lmmaker. “If  
I’m going to make a 10 min-
ute • lm, it’s all about struc-
ture,” Lothery explained.

“If  I’m writing a 1500 

word piece, it’s all about struc-
ture. I have to draw in the 
reader the same way I have to 
draw in the viewer. There are 
emotional peaks and valleys, 
it’s about editing. Fine-tuning 
each paragraph, each sen-
tence, each word. Fine-tuning 
each little cut, each little tran-
sition. So I • nd a lot of  simi-
larities from journalism to 
documentary • lm making. It’s 
about telling stories. What I 
do now is not the same thing. 
So I think I’m still trying to 
preserve or engage the part 
of  my brain that tells those 
stories because I don’t write 
anymore, and I miss that.”

While Lothery typically 
uses a one-camera setup in 
his documentaries, he has 
watched enough of  other 
peoples work to see that many 
use his method and some take 
an entirely different approach. 
“I was on the selection com-
mittee for the Full Frame 
Documentary Film Festival 
which is the largest documen-

tary • lm festival in the United 
States,” Lothery said.

“About 15 of  us watched 
documentaries every week. 
Out of  thousands of  • lms 
submitted, the festival would 
only show 50 or 60. In see-
ing the • lm credits, I noticed 
that many times there were 
only two or three people in-
volved in the making of  the 
• lm. Someday I would love 
to hook up with some like 
minded people and get a crew 
together.”In the meantime, 
Lothery continues to work 
with his brother-in-law on 
projects. “He helps in vari-
ous ways,” Lothery explained. 
“He’s a contact person with 
the people we’re doing • lms 
about. He’s a good interview-
er and we do a lot of  Q&A-
style interviews.”

Despite the fact that 
Lothery enjoys documentary 
• lmmaking, he continues to 
work as a copy editor. A fact 
he attributes partially to his 
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Over the last few weeks, the BTNA Listserve has been ac-
tive with neighbors writing with their concern about recent 
criminal activity. In response, BTNA invited new Indianapo-
lis Metropolitan Police Department north district commander 
Robert Holt to attend our August meeting.

While Commander Holt came with crime statistics that 
demonstrated crime is not up in the neighborhood, he ac-
knowledged that any victim of  a crime will  feel exposed and 
will seek answers and ways to keep safe. Commander Holt not-
ed that the best defense against crime is to make our homes 
unappealing as a target, to be alert, and to report suspicious 
activity to the police.

After the meeting the IMPD followed up and provided the 
following crime prevention tips for BTNA to share with our 
neighbors. 

WHAT  CAN YOU DO?
• Create a CrimeWatch for your neighborhood or business 

area.
• Use “Target Hardening” on your property. 

CRIME WATCH  
• Communication is the Key!
• When neighbors talk to each other, crime is reduced.

• Volunteer to be a Watch Block Captain.
• To start contact your Crime Prevention/Crime Watch 

coordinator for North District, Shirley Purvitis 327-3781 
email P1527@indygov.org.

TARGET HARDENING

• The majority of  property theft in Indianapolis occurs in 
homes with open doors, windows and garage doors.

• Start from the exterior of  your home or business and 
make things harder to enter or access.

FENCES

• Criminals like a clear path for escape.
• Fences slow them down. But privacy fences help them to 

hide.
• It prevents removal of  heavy items, including vehicles.

LANDSCAPING

• Trim bushes below window level.
• Tree limbs trimmed up to 7 feet away from the building.
• Shrubs cut to 36 inches tall.
• Plant thorny vegetation (especially under windows) to dis-

suade access.
• Use noise mulch such as quarter sized gravel.

EXTERIOR  LIGHTING

• Lighting has been proven the one deterrent that can pre-
vent property crime at night.

• Exterior lighting should be placed as high as possible on 
building and point downward.

• Motion sensor lights are inexpensive alternative and ef-
fective.

• Lights left on day and night may indicate that the resident 
is not home.

• Porch lights on every night all night long are great way to 
light up your property and not set a pattern. (Do not just 
turn them on when you are gone that does set a pattern.)

INTERIOR  LIGHTING

• Use timers with multiple settings.
% & & ' ( ) * + , ( + - + . / ) 0 . / ) , 1 2 3 4 5 & 6 7



8 9 : ; < = > ; ? @ A 9 B C : D E A

: B 9 @ ; F A 9 > G : D H

B 9 : H G E F < B F E 9 @ E = A

I

B F J K ? B 9 A : D H F E L 9 B

9 J 9 B M 9 D @ ? 9 A N

O P Q R S P T O P S U V W S S

X Y Z [ \ ] Z ^ _ ` Z X a

We have 18 neighbors at 
5555 N. Illinois Street.  And 
they’re all • re• ghters at Fire 
Station 16. Each of  them 
is on duty one out of  three 
days, working a 24-hour shift.

Generally, of  the six on 
duty, one may have to • ll a 
rotation gap at another sta-
tion, • ll in for someone tak-
ing a “Kelly” day, etc., leav-
ing • ve persons at the 16’s.  
“Kelly” days are days off, 
named after a long-ago • re-
• ghter. The current house 
Captain is Denny Bottamiller 
with over 37 years on the job, 
the last two at the 16’s.  

The Indianapolis Fire De-
partment Station 16 has been 
part of  our neighborhood 
since April 21, 1932. Back 
then the station held a • re 
engine and a chief ’s “buggy.”  
Now there’s an engine and an 
emergency response vehicle.

The city has two emer-
gency response vehicles, one 
covering the northern half  
of  the area and one south.  
The Northside one resides 
at the 16’s and is manned by 
civilians.  The Emergency 
Medical Duty Of• ce (EDO) 
responds to speci• c calls, 
including those with entrap-
ment in a building, vehicle 
crashes with entrapment, and 
when someone at a scene 
calls in a report of  an uncon-
scious person at the site.  The 
clock starts with that call, 
giving the EDO 30 minutes 
to reach the scene and to try 
and revive the victim before 

the police and the coroner 
may be called.

Nancy Savage is one of  
the three female • re• ght-
ers at the 16’s.  She’s been 
on the job for 22 years, the 
last several stationed in our 
neighborhood. On her days 
off, she spends time at home 
with her two children, ages 
three and seven, and she 
takes classes leading to a 
radiology degree.  She also 
spends time in an ambulance 
as a paramedic.  Guess it’s 
not surprising that some of  
those, including Nancy, who 
work to rescue folks from 
• res may have broader inter-
ests in medical assistance.

Nancy also describes her-
self  as a “people person,” 
and that’s one of  the things 
she likes about the Emer-
gency Medical Services 
work.  However, she says 
that can also be the hardest 
part of  the job, dealing with 
the death of  a person and the 

people they leave behind.
I also talked with Maurice 

Smith and Chad Rainey, who 
have been on the job just a 
bit over three years.  During 
their • rst several years with 
IFD, new • re• ghters rotate 
among stations throughout 
the city, spending several 
months at various ones.  Af-
ter a certain point of  tenure, 
they may apply for a per-
manent position when a • re 
house has a vacancy.  Mau-
rice and Chad are still rotat-
ing.

Maurice likes the • exible 
schedule of  working one of  
three days and feels his job is 
a noble calling.  People look 
up to • re• ghters.  Chad ap-
plied for both the Fire De-
partment and the Indiana 
State Police, but went with 
• re • ghting—something he’s 
always wanted to do.  “If  you 
can make a difference in oth-
ers lives”—he thinks that’s 
the best job out there.
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been getting cooked every 
time the homeowners took 
a bath or shower.  The ho-
meowner knew her husband 
wouldn’t believe her story so 
she had the • re• ghters put 
the tail in a plastic bag.

Another story they shared 
was of  a similar rodent na-
ture.  A homeowner had just 
had her kitchen completely 
renovated.  However, she 
did not cook so the stove 
had not been used since the 
renovation.  One night she 
went to use the oven and the 
house • lled with smoke.  Be-
ing unable to locate where the 
smoke was coming from she 
called for help and the • re-
• ghters came in and searched 
for the source.  After taking 
the oven apart, they found 
a small pile of  dog food in 
the bottom of  the oven that 
a mouse had been collecting 
there.  The mouse did not 
make it.

One night a Butler Soror-
ity called because there was 
the smell of  burning rubber 
and the girls could not • nd 
the source. Our • re• ghters 
came out in a force of  16-
20 • re• ghters.  It took quite 

some time to • nd the source 
of  the smell in one of  the 
rooms.  There was a halogen 
• oor lamp that was face up so 
that the • re• ghters could not 
see in the lamp. They climbed 
up to see what was in there, 
and sure enough, there was a 
plastic spider web as well as a 
rubber spider melted to the 
lamp.  This run forever be-
came known as the itsy bitsy 
spider run because the • re-
• ghters on their walk down 
the stairs were singing, “Itsy 
Bitsy Spider!”

This station has been in 
our neighborhood nearly 
since our beginning.  The • re-
• ghters in Station 16 are our 
neighbors, our • re• ghters, 
and drive our • re truck.  They 
jokingly say that it should 
read Indianapolis Fire De-
partment/Butler-Tarkington 
Engine 16.

Anytime you have a chance, 
be sure to thank them. They 
often go out of  their way and 
out of  their job description to 
help us.  They helped rescue a 
dog that fell in the canal, then 
saved a couple of  baby duck-
lings that fell in a sewer grate, 
and they will always do their 
best to help you!
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The Martin Luther King Community Center has 
started after school tutoring and enrichment activities, 
including ballet, music, dance, spoken word, boxing and 
more, for students in Grades K-12.  Programming op-
erates between 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

If  you have a strong background in math or science, 
or are willing to tutor students in other subjects then 
the Martin Luther King Community Center is the place 
for you.

Volunteers are needed to help mentor and offer their 
talents to the students who will participate in the after-
school program. If  you do not have the time, but the 
heart to help give to a great cause, please strongly con-
sider donating monies or school materials.

Please contact Yusuf  Young at 317-923-4581 or
yyoung@mlk-msc.org to coordinate your valuable time, 
share your talents, or give of  your treasures to those in 
need.



lack of  interest in self  promotion. “I 
would certainly love to make documen-
tary • lmmaking a career, but it requires 
a lot of  self  promotion, which I’m not 
very good at,” he said. “And it also re-
quires the • lmmaker to • ght for grants, 
and maybe do some teaching on the side. 
It’s very hard to get these things on tele-
vision and make a career out of  it.”

Though Lothery’s love of  • lmmaking 
began before the proliferation of  home-
based video editing software, he believes 
the introduction of  better, less expensive 
technology has only improved the • lm-
making realm.

“I think it’s fantastic. Though Holly-
wood • lms are still shot on 35mm • lm, 
and • lm does look better than video, new 
technology has opened so many doors,” 
Lothery said. “But video technology has 
gotten to a point where it looks pretty 
good and it’s affordable. You can buy 
a Mac, editing software, a nice camera, 
a couple of  good microphones, some 

lighting equipment, and you can be a 
professional one-man • lmmaker for $5 
to $10 thousand. That being said, equip-
ment will get you nowhere if  you don’t 
have anything interesting to say to your 
audience”

Todd Lothery still says that docu-
mentary • lm making is a labor of  love, 
a sometimes very tedious process. “You 
have to go through every minute that 
you shot. And really you have to watch 
the footage more than once to be fa-
miliar with it,” he explained. “That’s the 

challenge of  it, • nding those gems, those 
great quotes, those great moments, in all 
of  this other stuff.”

One of  Todd’s current projects is a 
short • lm for BTNA. The documen-
tary will highlight history, with some 
individual accounts of  changes over 
the years. “Some of  the interviews that 
we’ve done,” Lothery said as he thought, 
“these are people who were around at 
the beginning of  BTNA when it started 
in the late ’50s. They can tell us about the 
climate, and the neighborhood and what 
this area was like.”

BTNA is working with Lothery to 
develop a series of  three or four short 
videos chronicling and documenting our 
neighborhood. Until Todd has enough 
footage to • nd those ‘gems’, he will 
continue to interview our neighbors and 
document our neighborhood. “It’s really 
humbling to go into somebody’s house 
who’s 75 years old and have them let you 
set up a camera and feel comfortable 
enough to tell you their story,” he added.
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A former member of  the United 
States Air Force and a management 
consultant to dozens of  companies, Ed 
Potts now leverages his leadership and 
management skills to enhance the qual-
ity of  life of  Indy’s north side.

Potts, himself  President of  the Me-
ridian Kessler Neighborhood Associa-
tion, in 2004 worked to form the Mid 
North Public Safety Committee.

“The problem was that we had regu-
lar public safety meetings,” Potts said. 
“But they only discussed typical pub-
lic service issues, like how to cross the 
street and lock your door. We worked to 
create a place where real issues could be 
discussed.”

While Mid North exists for the resi-
dents of  the north side, Potts explained 
that the primary function of  the com-
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my house don’t really belong 
to me.  They’re in that space 
between the sidewalk and 
the curb so are in the public 
ROW. Yet, I’m the one 
that shells out to have the 
trees trimmed (after get-
ting permission from the 
City to do so) and labors 
several times a year to 
gather up all the wonderful 
sweetgum balls these trees 
produce and then drop in 
my yard, in the neighbors 
yards and in the street.

Keith Holdsworth, 
of  the Indianapolis-Marion 
County Tree Board, says that’s 
sort of  like city sidewalks.  The 
city puts them in and legally 
owns them, but a property 
owner must clean and shovel 
the section in front of  a home.

Be that as it may, I’m thank-
ful for the many large and 
beautiful old trees we enjoy.  
That’s one of  the things that 
has always drawn me to the 
Butler-Tarkington neighbor-
hood.  And yes, I am fond of  
Joyce Kilmer’s poem as well. 
At least I can’t seem to get the 
• rst couple of  lines out of  my 
mind as I write this.

The Forest Service study 
says there is approximately 
one street tree for every seven 
residents.  It surprised me to 
learn, however, the national 
average for similar-sized met-

ropolitan areas is one street 
tree for every two people.  In-
dianapolis residents have to 
be better at sharing trees. And 
many of  our mature trees are 

nearing the end of  their natu-
ral life spans.  Loss of  these 
trees before the young tree 
population matures could 
have a sizeable impact on our 
“canopy coverage.”

Besides their obvious 
beauty, street trees offer other 
great bene• ts.  They moder-
ate climate, thereby reducing 
energy use.  They help remove 
air pollutants, with Ozone 
the most signi• cant pollutant 
absorbed by trees.  And they 
intercept gallons of  rainwater 
each year, reducing stormwa-
ter runoff.

The USDA Forest Service 
calculates these bene• ts with 
dollar values – costs related to 
the savings from the bene• ts 
cited above.  For instance, the 
silver maple is the predomi-
nant municipal tree species 

in Indianapolis and its aver-
age bene• t is valued at $24.21 
per tree.  My sweet gum trees 
are valued at $27.43 apiece, 
but the Eastern Cottonwood 

(I think I missed that part 
of  high school biology 
class—I don’t know this 
one) is worth $77 per tree.  
The street trees of  Deca-
tur, Wayne and Franklin 
Townships provide greater 
dollar bene• ts on average 
due to the relative abun-
dance of  mature, larger 
stature trees.  Washington 
Township’s bene• ts are 

lower middle of  the chart.
Indianapolis spends the 

least amount of  funds on 
planting and managing trees 
of  any other city in the Forest 
Services’ studies.  The Forest 
Service recommends that the 
City work together with the 
Tree Board and civic partner-

ships to develop a prioritized 
plan with targets and fund-
ing necessary to signi• cantly 
increase shade tree planting 
along streets, in parking lots, 
and near buildings in and ad-
jacent to public rights-of-way.  
It also recommended that the 
City plan and fund inspection 
and pruning cycles to reduce 
tree mortality rates.

Of  course, you and I know 
the straits the city budget ne-
gotiates and it’s looking pretty 
stormy out there right now.  
However, it’s still good to 
know that someone’s thinking 
about all of  our trees.  If  you 
think about these things too, 
or would just like to read more 
of  the Resource Analysis, 
it’s available on-line at www.
fs.fed.us/psw/programs/
curf/products/psw_cufr738_
IND_MFRA.pdf.  Good luck 
remembering that URL.
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One BTNA resident, while appreciative of  the article in the 
last issue on outdoor spaces in the neighborhood, was also 
quick to point out some negative aspects of  “streetscape” gar-
dens.  These are the ones in the area between sidewalk and 
curb, which is of• cially in the public right of  way.

First of  all, the City of  Indianapolis Municipal Code, Flo-
ra Ordinance, says in Sec. 701-4: “No person shall plant any 
shade or ornamental • ora on or in any portion of  a public 
street, alley,  right of  way. . . unless the department shall have 
• rst approved the kind or variety thereof, designated the loca-
tion therefore and granted a special permit for such planting.”

The department referred to above is the Indianapolis De-
partment of  Parks and Recreation, Urban Forestry Section.  
This same entity may also set speci• cations for trees planted 
in the ROW and ask permit holders to “guarantee the survival 
of  each planted tree for one (1) year.”  Any • ora planted must 
be “watered, staked, wrapped, sprayed, trimmed or fenced by 
guards or gratings when deemed necessary by the department.

After one year, all • ora planted becomes the property of  
the city and all care and maintenance becomes the responsibil-
ity of  the department.” 

One of  the biggest problems with streetside gardens is 
maintenance. When they’re neatly kept, they can be great; how-
ever, the City worries about, among other things, the use of  

too much mulch.  That’s because our city has been experienc-
ing problems with mulch running off  into storm sewers, where 
it blocks inlets and small diameter sewers and causes • ooding 
during heavy rainfalls.  According to a city employee, an addi-
tional and different permit (from that for plantings) is needed 
to have “anything delivered on the Right of  Way, whether this 
is on the sidewalk, the curb, the lawn between the sidewalk and 
road, or on the road itself.”  This would include having a load 
of  mulch or anything else delivered and dumped on the street 
or sidewalk.

Obviously, the City has not made a lot of  noise about this 
ordinance with homeowners.  Not having the proper permits, 
however, is still unlawful.

Keep Indianapolis Beautiful, Inc., has started a 
NeighborWoods program—a plan to plant 100,000 
tree in Indianapolis, is designed to educate the public 
about the value of  trees, and cultivate a greater 
appreciation for the trees surrounding us each day in 
our urban forest.  For more information, visit www.
kibi.org.



A Laban Movement Choir featuring 
more than 1,000 people participating in 
choreographed movement on the But-
ler Bowl football • eld (and you can be 
one of  them) is among the • rst events 
in The Mahler Project. This is a year-
long program presented by Butler Uni-
versity and numerous Indianapolis arts 
and community organizations to honor 
the 150th anniversary of  the birth of  
composer Gustav Mahler, commemo-
rate the 20th anniversary of  the fall of  
the Berlin Wall and celebrate Germanic 
creative expression.

The University, the American Pia-
nists Association, the German Consul-
ate, Indianapolis Museum of  Art, India-
napolis Opera, Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra, Max Kade Center at IUPUI 
and WFYI-FM (90.1) all will participate 
in presenting music, dance, theatre and 
other performances, lectures, • lms and 
broadcasts, most of  which will be free 
and open to the public.

“Vienna at the dawn of  20th century 
and Berlin in the 1920s were both vi-
brant arts centers that witnessed a burst 

of  creative energy and an explosion 
of  expressive possibilities,” said Pe-
ter Alexander, dean of  Butler’s Jordan 
College of  Fine Arts. “Artists such as 
Gustav Mahler, Gustav Klimt, Egon 
Schiele, Kurt Weill, Bertolt Brecht, 
Richard Strauss and many others cre-
ated works that were controversial then 
but have become acknowledged master-
pieces.

“This was the period of  Freud’s Vi-
enna and the Weimar Republic, one that 
still has tremendous appeal, impact and 
in! uence. The Mahler Project will ex-
plore art, music, dance and • lm from 
this period examining the arts in a social 
and political context that eventually led 
to two world wars and ultimately to the 
creation of  modern Europe.” 

For  more information on all events, 
including the following, go to www.but-
ler.edu and click on Events.

LABAN  MOVEMENT  CHOIR

In addition to the analysis of  move-
ment and his dance experimentations, 
Rudolf  Laban was also a proponent 

of  dance for the masses. To this end, 
Laban developed the art of  “move-
ment choir,” wherein large numbers of  
people move together in some choreo-
graphed manner, but one that can in-
clude personal expression.

To participate, contact Cynthia Pratt 
at (317) 940-9345. Professor Pratt 
hopes that 1,000 people will participate.

September 19th, TBA, Butler Bowl. Free.

BUTLER  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA 
PLAYS MAHLER  SYMPHONY  NO. 2 
(RESURRECTION )

On the eve of  the 20th anniversary 
of  the fall of  the Berlin Wall, the BSO 
• ttingly will perform Mahler’s magni• -
cent Second Symphony, the Resurrec-
tion, a musical tribute to the rebirth of  
hope. To celebrate the anniversary of  
the fall of  the Berlin Wall, people who 
were present at the event will discuss 
the experience in a pre-concert panel 
discussion beginning at 2 p.m. A recep-
tion will follow the concert.

November 8th: 3 p.m., Clowes Memorial 
Hall. Free.
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Have you ever wondered 
what goes on at the monthly 
BTNA board meetings?  Well, 
read on and you’ll • nd a sam-
pling of  the last two months’ 
meetings.  I have been the 
secretary of  the board for al-
most three years now, and in 
that time I’ve been amazed by 
the amount of  information 
shared at the monthly meet-
ings.

Each meeting brings some 
regular guests, such as an 
IMPD representative, some-
one from the health depart-
ment, someone from code en-
forcement, and people from 
the Mayor’s of• ce.  These 
folks are a wealth of  informa-
tion. They usually share im-
portant things with us such as 
updates on crime prevention 
strategies, the status of  vacant 
homes in the neighborhood, 
how to report suspected code 

violations, and updates on up-
coming city events.  

In addition to these regu-
lar guests, each meeting also 
brings some guests who want 
to present something spe-
cial.  For example, at the July 
meeting representatives from 
Indianapolis Power and Light 
visited us to talk about their 
tree cutting program.

As we all know, IPL comes 
through our neighborhood 
regularly to trim trees that 
might pose problems for 
power lines.  Notably, they 
talked about IPL’s compli-
ance with national tree cutting 
standards and discussed their 
sensitivity to neighborhoods 
like ours where mature trees 
are a source of  pride.  They 
distributed pamphlets touting 
their “right tree, right place” 
initiative, which they hope 
will prevent future problem 
encounters between trees and 
power lines.  

The July meeting also 

brought a representative from 
the Marion County Health 
and Hospital Corporation’s 
environmental court.  She 
talked about what happens af-
ter neighbors report potential 
health code violations (such as 
tall weeds, abandoned homes 
that need to be boarded up, 
etc.).

At the August meeting, 
IMPD’s North District Com-
mander Bob Holt presented 
information on IMPD’s crime 
prevention strategy.  This 
strategy involves identifying 
hot spots in the district and 
increasing patrols and preven-
tion efforts directed toward 
these hot spots.  

In anticipation of  the Oc-
tober Annual Meeting, we 
also went through our list 
of  current board members.  
Because we still have fewer 
than the maximum of  twen-
ty-one board members, we 

asked current board mem-
bers whose membership is 
expiring if  they would like to 
continue their service on the 
board.  We still need board 
members, though, so please 
contact us before the October 
meeting if  you would like to 
serve with us.

Each BTNA Board meet-
ing includes regular board 
business, such as reviewing 
and approving the minutes 
from the last meeting and the 
treasurer’s report.  Neighbor-
hood committees also give 
updates on upcoming events 
and progress toward goals.  

Neighbors are welcomed 
at these meetings, and there is 
always space in the agenda for 
neighborhood concerns.  Feel 
free to stop by—the meetings 
are on the second Monday of  
the month at 7:00 PM in the 
Martin Luther King Commu-
nity Center at 40th and Illinois.



• Lights turning on and off  during the early evening hours 
make it looked like you’re home.

• Also put a radio or TV on a timer for noise.
• Lights only on in the evening inside and shades or curtains 

open make it easy for thieves to see your valuables.
• Place on all entry doors (including the garage entry into 

the home door).
• Makes it harder to kick open if  a solid core door is used at 

all entry points.

DEAD BOLT  LOCKS

• One inch throw.
• Single cylinder are safer.

WINDOWS

• Keep windows closed and locked.
• Use thumb locks to reinforce the lock.
• Use a nail or pin to secure the windows.

SLIDING  GLASS DOORS

• Secure by installing a pin lock in the bottom track.
• Place a screw in the upper casing so that the door will slide 

past it but the window can not be lifted out.

GARAGE DOORS

• Keep them Closed. If  you are going on vacation, disen-

gage them.
• 70% of  residential burglaries are “No Forced Entry.”

BURGLAR ALARMS

• They are recommended if  you are usually away from your 
home during the day or for long periods.  

• Use them (turn them on) even if  you are home especially 
if  you are alone or elderly.

• Get several quotes from reputable companies.

OPERATION  IDENTIFICATION

• Pick up an engraver from any home or hobby supply.
• Engrave commonly stolen items (TV, camcorders, DVD 

players, cameras, video games systems, etc).
• Use your driver’s license number.
• Make sure to keep a list of  serial numbers and photos 

along with how and where you have marked your articles.

IN  CONCLUSION

Remember, try and think like the criminal,
1. Have I left any entry open or unlocked?
2. Can I be seen ?
3. Are lights on and radio or TV on?
4. Does the home or business look occupied?
You can ! nd more information about CrimeWatch with the 

IMPD by contacting Shirley Purvitis, 327-3781 or P1527@in-
dygov.org.
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mittee is to back up neighborhood leaders. “Our information 
can be used as a planning tool for those in leadership posi-
tions,” Potts said. “We supply them with data and information 
that we have and provide effective follow up and development 
for public safety priorities.”

As the landscape of  the city evolves, the organization fol-
lows suite. Mid North has taken note that the issues have not 
changed, but seem to vary over time and 
through neighborhoods. “Some issues 
have become more pronounced in cer-
tain areas,” Potts said. It is the organiza-
tion that has evolved the most.

In the • ve years since its creation, Mid 
North has adapted to changes in its en-
vironment. The organization works not 
only to study the issues, but to alter com-
munication methods allowing them to 
work more effectively with city of• cials.

“Each issue is a project,” Potts said. 
“We developed a format, allowing speci• c issues to be docu-
mented so as to facilitate the answering of  questions from city 
of• cials.”

Over the • ve year period, Mid North has developed into 

a mature organization by becoming experts on the limits of  
government function. “Understanding police functions and 
procedures, as well as the courts administrative functions and 
procedures has proved to be invaluable,” Potts said. “And with 
various other agencies, it’s important that we understand not 
only their organization, but their area of  authority, and their 
operational limitations.”

Using that expertise has allowed Mid North to work 
through multiple channels to resolve spe-
ci• c issues. “We’ve found it bene• cial, to 
attack an issue from all points of  view—
whether it relates to housing, police, zon-
ing, the prosecutor’s of• ce, or code en-
forcement. We come at it with a timeline 
and a plan,” Potts added.

Neighborhood relations is another area 
of  focus for Mid North. “Neighborhoods 
try to operate independently of  each oth-
er, but in reality, with public safety issues, 
they’re all interdependent.” Potts added 

that by working cohesively with one another, the quality of  
life in Indianapolis neighborhoods can improve collectively.

As Mid North continues to serve the residents of  Indy’s 
north side, its web of  operations will most likely expand, 
though Potts suggests that this is a slow process. “We have 
neighborhoods that want to join, but unfortunately we’re lim-
ited in what we can do,” Potts said. “We don’t necessarily have 
the resources to take on every neighborhood; instead, right 
now we serve in an advisory capacity for four or • ve neigh-
borhoods on the east side.”

Mid North has other neighborhoods that want to be a part 
of  the committees statistical gathering and reporting, but 
currently doesn’t have enough volunteers to complete these 
surveys. The committee does however have volunteers and 
professional contacts in neighborhoods outside of  Merid-
ian Kessler. “In order to volunteer or become a professional 
contact, typically someone is referred by an individual that is 
already involved with the organization,” Potts said.

As Mid North continues to facilitate neighborhood com-
munication, they maintain an open door policy.  “If a resi-
dent approaches us asking for help with a speci• c issue, of  
course we will approach it,” Potts said. “But we like to keep 
the neighborhood leadership apprised of  everything we’re do-
ing so that they can come on board at any time. In effect, the 
board acts as an intermediary or a catalyst to help people get 
things done.”

This, Potts says, can be very rewarding. “The greatest ac-
complishment is bringing a neighborhood on board that hasn’t 
previously been active. Bring them to the table and outline an 
initiative for their area with city leaders. The goal is to facili-
tate a cooperative relationship between the neighborhood and 
the City of  Indianapolis.”
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Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 88234
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

The BTNA Purpose: To enhance neighborhood liv-
ability, to maintain open communication with state and 
local government and other neighborhoods and neigh-
borhood associations, to involve neighbors in neighbor-
hood activities, to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, 
to defend human and civil rights, and to combat juvenile 
delinquency.

Non-pro! t Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 2869
Indianapolis, IN

St. Thomas Aquinas (STA) Catholic 
School Community will celebrate Inter-
national Walk to School Day on Octo-
ber 7th.  STA recently completed a Safe 
Routes to School Plan and will kick off  
its implementation with this fun event.

There will be special giveaways, water 
stations, lemonade stands, walking school 
buses, etc.  Peyton Manning Children’s 
Hospital at St. Vincent has provided 
training for the students in walking and 
bike safety along with bike helmets, pe-
dometers, and other prizes.

STA’s plan includes an application for 
$240,000 from the City’s Dept. of  Public 
Works for infrastructure improvements.

To learn more about this event or 
volunteer, contact Jennifer Pyrz at (317) 
287-3411 or pyrz@pbworld.com.
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