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Many of  you probably have passed 
by the recently renovated three story 
home located at 4250 N. Illinois.  The 
home was purchased by the Rhett and 
Alllison Perkins family in 2006 and has 
undergone extensive renovation on the 
exterior of  the home.

The house is sometimes dif• cult to 
see, especially in the summer when mul-
tiple trees shade the house.  The stretch 
on Illinois from 41st to 43rd often appears 
to be more of  a forest.

There is some confusion regard-
ing the time of  construction of  the 
house, but it appears it was constructed 
at the turn of  the century by the Wasdye 
family.  The house has some very unusu-
al features, including a well located at the 
end of  a 15’ tunnel extending from the 
basement.  Early pictures show a wind-
mill at the rear of  the house which was 
used to pump water into the home.

There are two separate cold water 
lines in the home.  The original one was 
installed to provide water from the well.  
When city water became available, a sec-
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We need look no further than the de-
teriorating bridge that crosses the canal 
at 56th & West• eld Boulevard, or the 
many potholes on our neighborhood 
streets, or our crumbling sidewalks and 
curbs, to af• rm the city’s need to ad-
dress our infrastructure.

The estimated dollar amount to repair 
the city/county infrastructure is more 
than $5 billion.  Why is this number so 
staggering?  The answer is that much of  
Indianapolis’ transportation, water, and 
sewer systems are more than 50 years 
old and inadequate maintenance in past 
years makes improvements more dif• -
cult today. 

Mayor Greg Ballard earlier this year 
created the Infrastructure Advisory 
Commission to devise recommenda-
tions and solutions to the problem.  In 
a recent Indianapolis Star article, Bill 
Blomquist, the Chairman of  the Com-
mission said: “Why is now the time 
for such discussions?  Because more 
than $1.5 billion is needed to raise our 
transportation and neighborhood infra-
structure levels to what the Department 
of  Public Works considers ‘acceptable’ 
condition.”
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Being that January 2010 will mark the 
end of  my two-year term as BTNA presi-
dent, I want to look back over the activi-
ties of  the last two years. During that time, 
the BTNA board, in close col-
laboration with our neighbors 
and community partners, has 
accomplished a great deal.

BTNA HISTORY PROJECT

This project was launched 
because we realized that much 
of  BTNA’s rich history was in 
danger of  being lost as old minutes, agen-
das, and copies of  the BTNA News were 
being stored in former executive commit-
tee member’s basements. We wanted to 
! nd a home for this material (dating back 
to BTNA’s founding in the late 1950s), 
and through a partnership with Butler’s 
Irwin Library this material is now safe.  
BTNA donated the material to the library, 
which archived, cataloged, and preserved 
it for our neighbors to access for years to 
come.  There are even plans to digitize the 
material, so it will be online at some point.

The second part of  the project has 
been to use funds donated by a previous 
BTNA member for a history project to 
tell the story of  our neighborhood as-
sociation’s development.  Over the last 
two years Todd Lothery and I have in-
terviewed many people involved with the 
early days of  BTNA for a documentary. 
As I write this, Todd is editing the foot-
age into a ! lm that will presented to our 
neighbors during a future BTNA meet-
ing.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Community outreach is one of  the 
most important activities that BTNA 
conducts. I’m very proud of  what we 
have done in the last two years, includ-
ing working with the Martin Luther King 
Community Center (MLKCC) to start the 
(now annual) Mid-North Back to School 
Rally, holding a foreclosure prevention 

event (again with the MLKCC), partner-
ing with Butler University on our annual 
neighborhood clean up, and inviting key 
elected leaders to our “all-neighborhood” 
and annual meetings. Beyond those ac-
tivities, we revamped the BTNA web site 
and work to keep it updated with relevant 

neighborhood and city-wide 
information. We have also re-
designed the newsletter.

CRIME REDUCTION

In partnership with the 
Mid-North Public Safety Com-
mittee, the Community Coali-
tion, and the IMPD, BTNA 

has addressed concerns about crime in 
our neighborhood. Our planning is now 
coming to fruition with the launch of  
the Crime Zone Containment and Res-
toration Project to be implemented with 
the Community Coalition. We will write 
more about this in upcoming editions of  
the newsletter.

There are many other projects beyond 
the ones I have noted above (e.g., infra-
structure improvement, advocacy for in-
dividual neighbors, providing visibility for 
BTNA with city leaders, and partnerships 
with Butler University, to name a few) on 
which the board has made progress.

Looking back, it is very rewarding to 
catalog all the work that has been done on 
behalf  of  our neighborhood by BTNA. 
More importantly, though, is the fact that 
all this work has been done by neighbors 
working together to make the BTN the 
best place to live it can be with the inter-
active feeling of  a true community. 

I’d like to thank all the folks who 
served on the board with me during my 
time as president. (I will continue on as 
non-executive committee board mem-
ber through 2010.) I do want to extend a 
special thank you to the members of  the 
executive committee who, over the last 
two years, have dedicated a lot of  time 
and energy to our neighborhood. That 
list includes Treasurer John Countryman, 
Secretary Catherine Clements, and Vice 
President Chris Cotterill.

As Butler University begins its fall 
2009 semester, the campus has al-
ready begun implementing a new ! ve-
year strategic plan, “Dare to Make a 
Difference.”

The plan outlines nine priorities and 
38 goals the University hopes to re-
alize by May 2014. Goals range from 
expansion of  Butler’s academic of-
ferings and educational technology 
to attracting more local, national, and 
global partners to collaborate in expe-
riential learning and research.

Butler’s Center 
for Urban Ecol-
ogy has named 
Tim Carter to be 
its ! rst director. 
Carter wants the 
Center to carry 
out research as 
well as outreach.

He is working 
on a proposal with Keep Indianapo-
lis Beautiful and other community 
groups to install and monitor rain 
barrels around the city that will col-
lect rainwater. The water will be used 
to irrigate neighborhood community 
gardens.

WNDY (Channel 23) will air 13 But-
ler Bulldogs basketball games this sea-
son. The schedule will include:

• 11/21 at Evansville, 8 p.m.
• 12/5 vs. Valparaiso, 2 p.m.
• 12/31 vs. Green Bay, 7 p.m.
• 1/2 vs. Milwaukee, 2 p.m.
• 1/8 at Wright State, 7 p.m.
• 1/14 vs. Cleveland State, 7 p.m.
• 1/16 vs. Youngstown St., 2 p.m.
• 1/21 at Loyola, 8 p.m.
• 1/23 at UIC, 2 p.m.
• 2/4 vs. Detroit, 7 p.m.
• 2/8 vs. Loyola, 7 p.m.
• 2/13 at Cleveland State, 2 p.m.
• 2/17 vs. UIC, 7 p.m.

the president ’s message
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Do you ever struggle to cross Meridian south of  46th 
Street?   Do you wonder why cars are allowed to drive on Me-
ridian at 60 mph?  Do you let your children cross Meridian by 
themselves at the Canal Path?  Have you ever wondered why 
Alice Carter Place (by the Meridian Restaurant) is called “a 
park?”  Does it seem odd to you that there are no sidewalks 
along 56th Street from Illinois to Washington Boulevard, even 
though it is one of  the most pedestrian traveled stretches in 
Midtown?

Three years of  intense work with the City has resulted in 
two grants for HARMONI’s Phase I.  A current grant of  
$120K public money was matched with $30K from HAR-
MONI to do the planning required to get Phase I “shovel 
ready.”  A Transportation Enhancement grant of  nearly 
$400,000 has now been awarded for the construction phase, 
but this requires a match of  $120,000.  HARMONI is work-
ing very hard to raise the money for this match.

If  the dollars are raised by December, we will be able to 
see 2010 construction of:
1. A raised Landscape Median along Alice Carter Place Park
2. Improved pedestrian connectivity at Meridian and Canal
3. Sidewalks along 56th street from Washington Blvd. to Il-

linois
4. Sidewalks along West• eld Blvd. from Pennsylvania to Il-

linois
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5. Sidewalks/tree lawn on both sides of  Meridian from 54th 
to Canal

6. Hardscapes at Alice Carter Place Park
In addition, and very importantly, a comprehensive traf-

• c study is being completed, to ensure that the engineering 
changes proposed on Meridian will permanently calm the 
traf• c speed.  Proposed changes being evaluated include:
• Traf• c Signal at 43rd and Meridian
• Traf• c Signal at 54th and Meridian
• Speed limit of  30mph
If  you’re interested in seeing the above steps achieved, 

HARMONI can use your help.  It needs to raise the funds 
for the match in order to move forward. Please visit our web 
page to learn how to donate: www.indyharmoni.org.
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When brothers Patrick 
and Chris Wojtalik moved to 
Indianapolis, there was one 
thing about their hometown 
in Philadelphia they found 
they could not do without—
pretzels.

Every time they went back 
home they made a point to 
visit the pretzel carts along 
Walnut and South Broad 
Street, where they could buy 
the warm salty pretzels that 
Philadelphia is known for—
sold as a row of  three fresh 
pretzels in a brown paper bag. 
The only pretzels the brothers 
found in Indianapolis were ei-
ther microwaved or “dripping 

in butter.”
Patrick explains, “We want-

ed to bring that taste back to 
Indianapolis, so people here 
could enjoy the taste of  a true 
Philadelphia-style pretzel.”  

 “A Taste of  Philly Soft 
Pretzel Bakery”  opened in 
August at the corner of  42nd 
and College across from 
the College Avenue Library 
branch in the Meridian-Kes-
sler Neighborhood.  It bakes 
and sells Philly-style pretzels. 
Each pretzel is hand-twisted 
and baked on site within view 
of  the customers.  In addition 
to the traditional pretzel, the 
brothers also sell minis, braid-
ed cinnamon pretzels, and a 
pretzel dog.

Operated daily by Patrick, 
the pretzel shop has a friend-
ly family feeling and, on the 
chilly early fall Saturday I was 
there, had several families 

stop by for after-football and 
soccer game snacks. The bak-
ery is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 11:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. and is online at 
www.indypretzel.com. 

“A Taste of  Philly” has 
already made inroads to our 
neighborhood with pret-
zels delivered to Common 
Ground church and plans in-
process to deliver pretzels to 

St. Thomas Aquinas School 
for its athletic events. 

In addition to neighbor-
hood deliveries, the brothers 
like to bring their children to 
hang out with good friend 
(and Butler University tennis 
coach) Jason Suscha in the 
neighborhood, spending time 
in Holcomb Gardens enjoy-
ing a snack of—what else—
pretzels.
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The White River Canal is enjoyed by many for biking, walk-
ing, feeding ducks, and watching turtles.  The canal’s primary 
purpose is to transport 120 million gallons of  water a day to the 
water treatment facility.  The 170 year old canal is in need of  
repairs to slow bank erosion to continue to deliver an adequate 
supply of  water to the city.  

Veolia’s original bank stabilization plan called for the installa-
tion of  geo-textile mat and stone rip rap, • lling voids caused by 
muskrat burrows, the removal of  debris, the removal of  dead 
and diseased trees and overgrowth and the addition of  native 
grasses.  The plan, however, was met with displeasure and ig-
nited a storm of  protest from many residents due to the unap-
pealing aesthetics of  the rip rap and stone, the removal of  trees, 
and the danger to the turtle population, many of  which would 
be killed as their nesting sites were disturbed and blocked.  

In response, two public meetings have been convened.  On 
September 8th,  representatives from the City’s Department of  
Waterworks (DOW) and Veolia met at Butler University with 
representatives from neighborhood associations and Butler 
University.  Dr. Travis Ryan, a Butler researcher who has stud-
ied the turtle population on the White River for seven years, 
spoke about the impact on the turtles.

The next meeting was held at Broad Ripple high School on 
September 14th.  Veolia presented a revised plan that addressed 
many of  the concerns expressed by residents.  The changes in-
clude delaying the project start date to March 2010, shortening 
length of  the project from College to Capitol, and the addition 
of  river rocks and more native grasses (as represented in the 
Before and After pictures). Veolia also added consultants, in-
cluding Dr. Ryan, to do ecological and environmental reviews, 
endangered species research, and design consulting.

This issue also prompted review into the canal’s eligibility for 
historic preservation status, with the welcome outcome that it is 
indeed eligible for historic preservation status.

The DOW and Veolia also plan on other future projects to 
improve water • ow in the canal.  For more information or to 
see the design plans, go to Veolia’s website at www.indianap-
oliswater.com/129.html.
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“Included in this • gure is $175 mil-
lion for streets; $290 million for bridges; 
$970 million for curbs and sidewalks; 
and $110 million for alley and culverts. 
The cost to repair our wastewater and 
storm-water management systems has 
been estimated at nearly $4 billion. With 
the total budget for the city projected at 
$1.1 billion, and less than $20 million of  
that dedicated to repair the items listed 
above, one can see how this problem 
has accumulated over time.”

In recent weeks we have also received 
the unwelcome news that Indianapolis’ 
utility rates are on the rise. Sewer and 
stormwater rates/fees could increase 
more than 400% by 2025. Indianapolis’ 
water system is facing a total debt of  
$928 million, which will result in sharp 
increases in citizens’ monthly water bills.  
Under these projections, today’s average 
water bill of  $28.07 would increase to 
$59.64, and the average sewer bill would 
go from $19.89 to $104.83.

The Advisory Commission is seek-
ing feedback from citizens, reviewing 
national and international approaches 
to infrastructure challenges and looking 
at how they may be applicable to India-
napolis.  

In July the Advisory Commission is-
sued a Request for Expressed Interest 
(REI) seeking a wide variety of  input 
and solutions from local and nationwide 
businesses, citizens, nonpro• ts and oth-
er entities.  The city is seeking possible 
solutions and approaches to save money 
on capital and operating expenses that 
impact utility rates that will not require 
an increase in taxes.  

After responses were received on 
August 20th, the mayor’s of• ce reviewed 
submissions and shared ideas with the 
Commission.  Organizations that sub-
mitted the most innovative responses 
were invited to meet and elaborate on 
their ideas. 

Bill Ruthart wrote in a September 29th 
Indianapolis Star article that about two 
dozen companies, including Citizens 
Energy Group, have expressed interest 

in owning or operating the city’s water 
and sewer systems. Citizens offered $1.6 
billion to acquire the water and waste-
water utilities.  So far, it is the most 
detailed proposal made in response to 
the REI request.  Other proposals came 
from Veolia, United Water and CH2M 
Hill, but were too preliminary to carry a 
speci• c • nancial offer.

The proposals would generate sav-
ings by (1) reducing operating costs 
such as billing, vehicle ! eets and facili-
ties by combining the water and waste-
water utilities and (2) building future im-
provement projects at a cheaper price. 

City of• cials estimate the offer by 
Citizens could generate between $150 
million and $200 million that would be 
used to help pay for infrastructure repair 
and to reduce rate increases.  It would 
not go into the city’s existing budget.

Michael Huber, the city’s Director of  
Enterprise Development, said “Under 
any potential deal, it is unlikely the utili-
ties would be left entirely with a private 
company.  Citizens is a nonpro• t public 
trust, and the other private companies 
that have submitted proposals would 
partner with the city under a newly cre-
ated nonpro• t organization.  Privatiza-

tion does not appear feasible because 
the ability for tax-exempt • nancing 
would be lost, a critical cost consider-
ation given the billions of  dollars of  
scheduled improvements to both utili-
ties.”

Mr. Huber has requested more de-
tails on Citizens’ offer, including the 
value the company has assigned to the 
utilities, a projection of  future rates and 
how its proposal would • t into the may-
or’s greater infrastructure goals.

Any • nal deal would be subject to the 
approval of  the Indiana Utility Regula-
tory Commission, a process that often 
can take months.

As Indianapolis Star writer Matthew 
Tully said, in an article accompany-
ing the September 29th announcement, 
“The money gained from the initiative 
wouldn’t come close to solving all of  
the city’s infrastructure problems.  But 
there would be a one-time infusion of  
cash that would allow the city to plow 
through years of  backlogged projects.”  

“If  he can do it . . . (Mayor) Ballard 
will have helped address a depressing 
gap in quality between streets and side-
walks within the city and those in sub-
urban areas.”

� � 	 
 � � 
 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � �

�  ! " # $ % & ' ( ) * % + " , $ - & . $ / " � 0 1 / $ 2 %  " - 3 0 4 - 5  1 6 7 / ! + # 5 0 + 5  $ & $ 8



9 : ; < = > ? @ ; A B > @ ; C D ; : ? @ E ?

F G H I J K L M N O L H G

A P

I K Q R H N J K L M N O L H G

There are big changes to an important retail hub just outside 
the borders of  the Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood. Across 
Meridian Street at 49th & Pennsylvania, the new owners of  the 
“Hamaker” shopping center are doing some much needed up-
grading of  the buildings. The changes are needed to accommo-
date the revamping of  Café Patachou and the upcoming launch 
of  the new pizza restaurant, Napolese.

The work currently taking place is the demolition and re-
modeling of  the former Hamaker Pharmacy for Café Patachou 
and a portion of  the space most recently occupied by Emmett’s.  
The former GB Landrigan space along 49th Street is also being 
completely renovated for Napolese.  The roof, • oor, structure, 
and all of  the mechanical systems are being replaced.

Café Patachou owner Martha Hoover is planning for the re-
modeled building to include accommodations to enhance op-
tions for walking and biking (new bike racks are in the works).  
A widening of  the sidewalks will enhance walkability.

Like the key business nodes in the Butler-Tarkington neigh-
borhood, the shops at 49th and Penn. have long been an example 
of  the kind  of  “hubs” that keep our neighborhoods strong and 
distinctive. BTNA encourages our neighbors to support our lo-
cal business owners—this is critical in the current economy.

With school in full swing, the  Indianapolis-Marion County 
Public Library (IMCPL) has expanded its popular online tutor-
ing program, Live Homework Help, to offer more services for 
every member of  the community.

Powered by Tutor.com and accessed from the Library’s web-
site at www.imcpl.org, Live Homework Help now includes the 
Student Center, College Center and Career Center that provide 
live, one-to-one tutoring; a real-time writing center and 24/7 
access to worksheets, videos and tutorials in just about any 
subject.  The live, online tutoring and résumé writing services 
are available from 2 through 10 p.m. seven days a week and are 
entirely free. Spanish-speaking learners are also served.

In 2008, over 6,500 local students completed one-to-one 
homework help and tutoring sessions using Live Homework 
Help through IMCPL’s website. This school year, students of  
all ages as well as job seekers can ! nd the help they need. Tu-
tor.com has a network of  over 2,000 certi! ed tutors and career 
specialists who are ready to provide the following types of  help 
in each of  the new centers. 

Each center includes real-time writing assistance from Eng-
lish tutors or career specialists for adults working on résumés. 
Students and job seekers get immediate feedback, writing tips 
and strategies as well as proofreading. Each center also pro-
vides 24/7 access to thousands of  resources including study 
guides, worksheets and videos in math, science, social studies, 
English, résumé writing, GED preparation, citizenship exam 
preparation and more.
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Carrie Hill
Von Holder

Maggie Jackson
Nicole James
Ruth Keno

Elizabeth Krajeck
Steven Kressley
Arnett Maxinold
Ronald McElroy
Carolyn Meyers
Samuel Murray
Phyliss Murrell

Mary Page
Mary Richardson

Guy Russell
Karla Scheller

Mary Colbert Smith
Pat Stevens

Jean Thomas
Loraine Thompson
Virginia Umphrey
Catherine Wallace
Kristen Weaver

Betty Jo Williams

BUSINESS MEMBERS

Anderson Hardware of  
Indianapolis

Flying Cupcake
•

Gale & Sylvia Li
Timothy & Sandra Maher

Dan & Marnie Sieber Martin
Charles & Eva McIntyre
Mike & Elaine Morgan

Tim Nation
Timothy Needler

Ron Nobles & Kevin Malley
Wayne & Rees Olander

Catherine Parker &
A. Scott Chin

Marsha Perkins
Charles & Dorothea

Poindexter
Mr. & Mrs. John Ray

Jean  Robertson & Craig 
McDaniel

John & Laurie Seeber
Margaret Smith

Malcolm  Smith & Heather 
McPherson

Jerome Thompson

NDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS

Florence & Ho

Judith Barrett
Judith Beaty

W. Beuce
Evelyn Blake
Mae Bradley
Monica Clay

Frances Colston
Peter Cullen
Ruby Davis

Dianna Deitsch
Mrs. Nancy Dickinson

Judy Dunson
Kathryn Eichlin
Dee Enrico-Janik

Christopher Fausel
Ann Foster

Richard & Lula Galbreata
Renzie Gordon
Mary Joan Haaf
Audra Hansen
A.M. Hardee II

Nora Hart
Marcie Hast
Betty Haynes
Janet Hernley

Joe & Lori Fillenwarth
Robert & Mary Ellen Gadski

Mat & Cece Gerdenich
Charles Goodloe Jr.

rank Gootee

Guy R
Karla Scheller

Mary Colber
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Swimmers at the Riviera 
Club were delighted when the 
outdoor pool season was ex-
tended until September 20th 
this year.  While city pools 
closed with the beginning of  
schools in mid-August, and 
others closed after Labor 
Day weekend, Riviera swim-
mers were able to enjoy two 
extra weeks of  the beautiful 
September weather.   The 
staff  reports that members 
were so enthusiastic they will 
extend the outdoor season 
again next year.

Often referred to as “the 
best-kept secret” in the 
Butler-Tarkington neighbor-
hood, the Riviera Club is lo-
cated at 5640 North Illinois, 
just to the north of  the canal.  
Established in 1933, the club 
celebrated its 75th anniversary 
last year and is now welcom-
ing 3rd generation members. 

In spite of  a cooler than 
usual summer season, activi-
ties were in full swing with 
children’s camps, junior and 
adult tennis classes, cook-
outs, basketball and the • t-
ness center.

For several years the Riv-
iera has formed partnerships 
with a dozen or so neighbor-
hood associations, churches 
and other organizations.  

Partners receive the free use 
of  the ballroom for a meet-
ing once a year, and a free 
swim day for every member 
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in the organization.  (All the 
more reason for you to pay 
your BTNA membership 
dues!) Riviera has also of-
fered reduced fees for new 
members during special cam-
paigns.

Someone asked “what 
goes on at the Rivi when the 
outdoor pool closes?” Well, 
they certainly don’t stop 
swimming!  The indoor heat-
ed pool has • ve lanes for lap 
swimmers, and there is a sep-
arate children’s pool.  Swim-
nastics (adult water aerobics) 
has morning and evening 
classes available.

Children’s winter classes 
include ages 1-3 (with par-
ents), ages 3 and over, junior 
Swim-n-Fit ages 7 and over, 
and Water Wizards—an en-
riched pre-competitive class 
for 5-7 year olds.  The Riv-
iera Swim Team also operates 

year-round.
Other fall and winter 

events scheduled for children 
and families include Thanks-
giving Dinner, Santa’s Work-
shop, Gingerbread House 
Building, Breakfast with San-
ta, Holiday Brunch, Cookie 
Creation and Winter Camps 
held December 21st through 
24th and 28th through 31st.

Many folks are not aware 
that the Riviera has meeting 
rooms available for rental 
for both members and non-
members.  These include a 
ballroom that accommodates 
up to 300 guests, a small din-
ing room that holds up to 75 
guests, and two other rooms 
for smaller events.  Jacquie’s 
Gourmet Catering, which is 
housed at the Riviera Club, 
can cater your events, but 
there are four other approved 
caterers from which you may 
choose.

The “Rivi Seniors Lunch” 
group which meets once a 
month is also open to non-
members and costs only 
$5.00.

If  you are interested in 
membership at the Rivi, or in 
renting any of  their facilities, 
visit their website at www.

rivi.org or contact Traci Lipp, 
the new Director of  Member 
Services.  Traci is a graduate 
of  Ball State University and 
has more than 20 years expe-
rience in directing both pro-
fessional services and not-
for-pro• t organizations. She 
can be reached at 255-5471. 
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A celebration for David Eugene Sanders was held 
at Pathway Missionary Baptist Church following his 
death on September 21, 2009.

David was the husband of  Callie Sanders, former 
president of  BTNA.  He was active in the neighbor-
hood and served for many years as a Democratic Pre-
cinct Chair.  David was 47 years old when he died after 
a brief  illness.

Messages may be sent to Callie at her new address:  
7030 Apollo Way, Indianapolis, Indiana 46278.
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Maintaining a yard and or garden is a year ’round activity, al-
beit this time of  the year the process slows considerably.  Here 
is a list of  activities to consider during the next few months:
1. Mulching and composting your leaves for spring.  Com-

posting enriches your soil.
2. Make a list of  successful plantings from this past spring 

and those that weren’t successful; consider making chang-
es for different cultivars for next year.

3. Plant any loose spring bulbs now.  Do not mulch until 
ground is frozen.  This prevents unwanted early growth if  
the temperatures become too warm.

4. Check seed catalogs for spring plantings.
5. Pinch back annuals if  wintering inside.  Do not overwater.
6. Store any dug bulbs in a cool dry place.  Remove dirt.  

Make sure each tuber has a bud on it.
7. Remove all dead plant tops from perennials unless using 

seed for birds.

8. Cut back roses to 18”.  After ground freezes, cover the 
plants with 12” of  soil or use rose cones.

9. Lightly prune any dead branches on trees or shrubs.
10. For birders, food and water is more scarce in the winter.  

An ample supply will keep our feathered friends around 
during the winter months.

Happy gardening as our yards bed down for the winter 
months. 

The Mid-North Shepherd’s 
Centers is offering up an entertain-
ing fundraiser “Sax in the City,” 
featuring the Carl Hines Band & 
Brenda Williams. The fundraiser is 
Saturday, November 21st from 11 
a.m.  to 2 p.m. at 3808 N. Meridian 
Street.  The fundraiser will be held 
in the lower level of  North United 
Methodist Church.

Tickets are $25.00 per person or $190.00 for a table 
of  eight.  Call 924-0959 for reservations. All proceeds 
bene! t the Center.

Ë Ì Í Î Ï

the garden spot
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With a majority of  starters back from 
that breakthrough squad, the Bulldogs 
were looking for a big step forward in 
2009. It appears the Butler University 
football team is on track to take that 
step.   

The team posted its highest victory 
total last season, along with its • rst win-
ning record in more than a decade. The 
team compiled a 6-5 record and tied 
for fourth place in the Pioneer Football 
League (PFL) in 2008.  So far in 2009, 
they have a 6-0 record.  And four more 
chances to pick up additional wins.

The one big change this year is that 
the top returning quarterback, Matt Ko-
bli, has not played, but sophomore An-
drew Huck has emerged as perhaps the 
top quarterback in the PFL.  He has led 
the league in passing and total offense, 
and he has the Bulldogs leading the 
league in scoring.  And there have been 
strong contributions by other players as 
well, including placekicker David Lange 

who converted a clutch, game-winning 
• eld in BU’s homecoming victory over 
league favorite San Diego.

You have one chance left to catch the 
Bulldogs football team in action.  Af-

ter playing three away games, they’ll be 
back home on November 21st for the 
last game of  the season. Butler will take 
on Drake University that day at 1:00 
p.m.
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Butler Lyric Theatre will 
team up with Broad Ripple 
High School to present Ste-
phen Sondheim’s Into the 
Woods for ! ve performances 
November 12th through 15th 
at the high school.

Into the Woods, which de-
buted on Broadway in 1987, 
is a menagerie of  ingeniously 
interwoven fairy tales. The 
stories entangle in unexpected 
ways, revealing what happens 
after “happily ever after.”

The theme is ! tting for 
the partnership between But-
ler and Broad Ripple. Booth 
said she was looking for a site 
to stage Into the Woods, which 
has 19 characters, when the 
idea of  working with the 
nearby high school came up. 
It also will give Broad Ripple 
students the experience of  
working on a collegiate level 

and guide them toward the 
10 scholarships Butler has 
designated for IPS students.      

Butler students will play 
the roles and perform the 
music, except for the Saturday 
matinee, when Broad Ripple 
students will perform with 
their Butler counterparts.  
Broad Ripple students will 
handle the crew and lighting.

Students from both 
schools will bene! t from per-
forming Sondheim, whose 
work “is the epitome of  mu-
sical theater in an intellectual 
and personally stimulating 
way,” Booth said. “The lyr-
ics are so clever and so pithy 
that you just marvel at the 
architecture and economy of  
words that he uses.

Show times are 7:30 p.m. 
November 12th through 14th, 
with 2 p.m. matinees Novem-

ber 14th and 15th. Tickets are 
$15 general admission, $10 
for faculty and staff  from 
both schools, and $5 for stu-

dents. They’re available at 
the box of! ce the day of  the 
show and can be reserved by 
calling (317) 940-6369.

“Hip-Hop and Its In! uence on Global Culture” at 7:30 
p.m. Jan. 21, 2010 at Clowes Memorial Hall

Panel discussion featuring: Mathew Knowles, presi-
dent of  Music World Entertainment and manager of  
Beyoncé; Jeffrey Johnson, social and political activist 
and BET talk-show host; Sandy “Pepa” Denton, mem-
ber of  the rap group Salt-N-Pepa; Common, Grammy-
winning artist and actor; and U.S. Rep. André Carson.  
Admission is free but tickets are required. They will be 
available at 10 a.m. on December 11, 2009.

“Remarks by Madeleine Albright,” secretary of  state (1997-
2001) and distinguished American diplomat at 7:30 p.m. 
March 24 at Clowes Memorial Hall

Admission is free but tickets are required. They will 
be available at 10 a.m. on February 12, 2010.



Rejoice! with the Butler 
University choirs and the But-
ler Symphony Orchestra at 
7:30 p.m. on December 11th 
and 12th in Clowes Memorial 
Hall as they present holiday 
concerts featuring a range of  
selections, highlighted by Jon-
athan Willcocks’ Magni• cat.

This year’s Rejoice! con-
certs, which are Butler’s an-
nual gift to the community, 
will feature a variety show-
style format that will include 
the sacred and the secular.

Also on the program is the 
holiday sing-along The Many 
Moods of  Christmas made 
famous by Robert Shaw. The 
Butler Symphony, Butler Uni-
versity Choice, Butler Chorale 
and Butler Chamber Choir 
each will take turns entertain-
ing the audience, and there 
will be several performing 
groups in the lobby.

“There’ll be something for 
everybody,” said Eric Stark, 
associate professor of  music 
and artistic director for Re-
joice!

“In any given concert year, 
you’ll look on stage and see 
100 singers,” says Eric Stark, 
associate professor of  mu-
sic and artistic director for 
Rejoice!  “Three-quarters of  
them are going to be directing 
holiday programs or singing 
in them throughout much of  
their lives. So we want to give 
them exposure to the variety 
of  holiday experiences they 
can program as directors.”

The concerts are free, but 
a ticket is required for admis-
sion. Tickets will be available 
beginning Oct. 12th at the 
Clowes Hall box of• ce. There 
is a limit of  four tickets per 
person. Call (317) 940-6444 
for more information.

ond line was installed with the idea that the well provided a 
better and healthier source of  drinking water and the city water 
would be used for auxiliary purposes.  The original line has 
since been disconnected.

There have been at least three major renovations to the 
home in addition to the current work being done. An enclosed 
porch was added during one of  the early renovations as well 
as an extended auto entrance on the north side.  This addition 
has been removed and a new up-to-date garage constructed.

The house has a gas steam heat system that replaced an 
earlier oil version.  New insulation and the addition of  a heat 
pump have been added to bring the system up to a more en-
ergy ef• cient level.  

The Perkins family now is working on the inside of  the 
home.  The kitchen is the current project, as well as removing 
a second stairwell that was added during an earlier renovation.  

The Perkins family, along with their children Walker and 
Lizzie, have lived in BTNA for a number of  years, previously 
residing on Capitol.  They are a great example of  people who 
love and live in our neighborhood and invest to enhance a 
beautiful historic property that can be appreciated by all.
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Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 88234
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

The BTNA Purpose: To enhance neighborhood liv-
ability, to maintain open communication with state and 
local government and other neighborhoods and neigh-
borhood associations, to involve neighbors in neighbor-
hood activities, to eliminate prejudice and discrimination, 
to defend human and civil rights, and to combat juvenile 
delinquency.
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The long standing tradi-
tion of  holding the Annual 
Meeting in October contin-
ued this year; however, extra 
seats were required at the 
Martin Luther King Commu-
nity Center to accommodate 
the crowd that turned out to 
hear from BTNA President 
John Barth and the chief  ex-
ecutive of! cers of  Health & 
Hospital Corporation (HHC) 
and Wishard.

Barth updated the neigh-
borhood on the many proj-
ects undertaken during the 
last two years, during which 
time he served as president. 
(The President’s Message on 
page 2 summarizes some of  

BTNA’s many achievements; 
however, our president is 
too modest. Without his 
leadership over the past two 
years, BTNA would not have 
achieved so much nor be so 
well positioned for progress 
in the coming years.)

Following Barth, HHC 
CEO Matt Gutwein and Wis-
hard CEO Dr. Lisa Harris 
explained in great detail the 
plans to upgrade Wishard 
without any tax increase. (For 
more information about the 
upgrades planned for Wis-
hard see WishardFacts.com 
or WishardYes.org.)

The meeting closed with 
Jeff  Kolp and Nicole James 
announced as the new-
est members of  the BTNA 
Board.
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