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7200 North College Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46240
317.415.2700  |  parktudor.org

Park Tudor School, an independent, coeducational college preparatory school for students in junior kindergarten 
through grade twelve, admits students of any race, color, religion, nationality and ethnic origin.

Exceptional Educators.
Extraordinary Opportunities.

Over $2.9 million in  
financial aid available.

Attend our open house: Grades 9-12
Thursday, November 3, 2011 - 6:30-8:30 p.m.

OR “ See Us in Action.”  Sit in and 
observe actual classrooms in real time.

For dates, visit parktudor.org

Application Deadlines for 2012–13 School Year:
Grades 9–12 
December 16, 2011

Junior Kindergarten–Grade 8 
January 13, 2012

According to a BTNA history com-
piled in 1968 by John and Judy Sikora, 
a meeting was held at the home of  the 
Rev. and Mrs. Frederick Williams and 
attended by several others, including 
faculty and graduate students from Earl-
ham College who came to offer advice.  
The organizers viewed an association 
dedicated to principles of  democratic 
living as an ambitious and daring con-
cept.  They were also convinced that if  
democratic living could not be achieved 
in this neighborhood, it probably could 
not come to pass anywhere in the Unit-
ed States.

A second meeting addressed the po-
tential elimination of  Tarkington Park, 
the only park in the area at that time. 
The park had been neglected for some 
time and was endangered by an attempt 
to secure the land for a parking lot for 
businesses. The group decided to or-
ganize as the Butler Tarkington Neigh-
borhood Committee with boundaries 
of  38th Street on the south, 52nd Street 

on the north, the Water Company Ca-
nal on the west, and Meridian Street on 
the east. It then drafted a petition to the 
Park Board requesting that the park be 
developed for a playground.  A short 
time later over 800 signatures had been 
obtained and the Park Board decided to 

keep the park intact.  Later the Board ap-
propriated funds to clean the area, equip 
it and provide playground supervision.

Later that year, committees were es-
tablished to study park development, 
zoning ordinances and their enforce-
ment, and to acquire study materials 
pertaining to urban problems.  Dis-

cussion began on ways to arrest panic 
selling among homeowners. Proposals 
included the development of  block or-
ganizations to help disseminate infor-
mation about the neighborhood.

The notion of  block organizations, 
however, became a point of  contro-
versy.  Black residents resisted  the pro-
posals first with silence, then with open 
antagonism.  In time the source of  the 
objections became more clear to those 
proposing them. Historically, block or-
ganizations were viewed by some Af-
rican Americans as an attempt to cre-
ate protective associations for white 
residents.  Such groups sometimes had 
the express purpose of  holding the line 
against black home buyers.

A second factor contributed to ani-
mosity against block organizations.  
Some black residents had been accused 
of  cooperating with whites to halt the 
availability of  desirable homes to an 
African American community that was 
desperately short of  living space.

Elimination of Tarkington Park Once Considered
FORMATION from Page 12

See FORMATION | Page 14

BTNA’s organizers 
viewed an association 
dedicated to principles 

of democratic living 
as an ambitious and 

daring concept.
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Meetings continued 
through 1958 but conflict 
concerning block organi-
zations led to a period of  
dormancy.  It appeared that 
the organization might fail 
to survive. However, by late 
year, a few members reas-
sembled and elected as its 
president, Dr. William Cupp, 
a Butler University professor 
who did not live in the neigh-
borhood but had been active 
with the committee.  

The winter and spring of  
1959 were times for building.  
New faces began appearing.  
The group devoted attention 
to the immediate issues of  
life in the community:  how 
to welcome new neighbors, 
how to maintain constructive 
relationships with neighbors 
unaccustomed to home own-
ership, and how to cope with 
juvenile delinquency. 

Volunteer parents assisted 
by teenagers distributed in-
formation among neighbors, 
but there was concern about 
liability if  an accident caused 
injury to a volunteer. 

A committee headed by 
Andrew Ramsey drew up 
articles of  incorporation 
and dues were set at $1 per 
member to defray mailing 
costs.  In 1960 the first Butler 
Tarkington Newsletter was 
published with Philip Farish, 
chairman of  the public infor-
mation committee as editor.

The northern boundary 
of  Butler-Tarkington was 
extended to 64th Street, and 
in 1961 the organization of-
ficially became the Butler 
Tarkington Neighborhood 
Association, which is thought 
to be the oldest organization 
of  its kind in the country.

And, over time, our neigh-
borhood worked through the 

tensions to become one of  
our city’s most diverse and 
welcoming neighborhoods.

In the next issue:  BTNA 
faces the challenges of  the 60s and 
beyond.

BTNA Formed in 1961 with $1 Membership Fee
FORMATION from Page 13

meridianstreet.org
5500 N. Meridian Street      253.3237 Church      253.0472 CDI

Sunday Worship
9 and 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary

10 a.m. in the Chapel

Morning at Meridian
Wednesdays, 7:30 a.m. in the Chapel

Children’s Day In
Weekday Nursery School and Preschool Ministry

Ages 9 months through 4 years

Lucy Riegel Ad:Layout 1  1/14/2009  8:54 AM  Page 1
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LARRY FITZGERALD
btna board member

If  you’re thinking of  trimming up your trees this fall, you 
should bear in mind this list of  do’s and don’t:
1.	 Begin visual inspection at the top os the tree and work 

downward.
2.	 Use the 1/3 and ¼ rules of  pruning

•	 Never remove more than ¼ of  a tree’s crown in a sea-
son

•	 Main side branches should be at least 1/3 smaller than 
the diameter of  the trunk.

•	 For most broadleaf  trees, don’t prune up from the bot-
tom any more than 1/3 of  the tree’s total height.

•	 Where possible try to encourage side branches that 
form angles that are 1/3 off  vertical that form “10 
o’clock” or “2 o’clock” angles with the trunk.

3.	 For most species, the tree should have a single trunk.  
Identify the best leader and later branches before you be-
gin pruning and remove defective parts before pruning.

4.	 Don’t worry about protecting pruning cuts.  For aesthetics, 
you may feel better painting large wounds but it doesn’t 
prevent or reduce decay.

5.	 Keeps tools sharp.  One-hand pruning shears with curved 
blades work best on young trees.

6.	 For high branches, use a pole pruner.  A major job on a big 

tree should be done by a professional arborist.
7.	 For larger branches, cut outside the branch bark and ridge 

collar (swollen area).  Do not leave a protruding stub.  If  
the limb is too small to have formed a collar, cut close.

8.	 When simply shortening a small branch, make the cut at a 
lateral branch. Favor a bud that will produce a branch that 
will grow in a desired direction, usually outward.  The cut 
should be sharp and clean and made at a slight angle about 
¼ inch beyond the bud.

ABOVE: Illustration of correct 
pruning technique

LEFT: How not to trim trees. When 
asked if the tree would survive, the 
trimmer gave it a 50:50 chance. 
Trees take a lifetime to grow.  It 
would appear more thought should 
have gone into the equation before 
this saw was used.

Tree Pruning Tips from Arbor Day Foundation
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Non-profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 2869
Indianapolis, IN

Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 88234 – Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

Board of  Directors
John Barth

jbarth53@hotmail.com

Chris Cotterill
chris.cotterill@gmail.com

Tom Dolan
tdolan@butler.edu

Larry Fitzgerald
shrumhousing@sbcglobal.net

Ann Foster 
shdwker@gmail.com

President Neil Bloede
neil.bloede@hotmail.com

Vice-President Ike Willett
isaac.willett@bakerd.com

Treasurer Kevin Swiontek
kswiontek@indy.rr.com

Secretary Catherine Clements
cathclements@yahoo.com

Nicole James
njames@imcpl.org

JoAnn Johnson
joann2007@aol.com

Ed Merchant
ejm@rucklaw.com

Mike Morgan
mmorgan@butler.edu

Michelle Rhodes
michelle.louise.rhodes@gmail.com

Jeremy Stewart
stewart.jeremy.m@gmail.com

BTNA GROUP TICKET  
REQUEST FORM 

YOUR INFORMATION 
Name: ____________________________________ Phone: ___________________________  

Address: ___________________________________ City: _________________ State: _____ 

Zip: ______ Email:_________________________ BTNA Member:     current 2011      new for 2011 
New members send dues to: Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood Association, PO Box 88234, Indianapolis, IN 46208 

FOOTBALL VS. VALPARASIO  Reserved Seat: $13 _______  Gen. Adm. Adult: $8 _______  
Saturday, Oct. 15, 2011 – 1:00 p.m ($20 Value)     ($12 Value) 

       Gen. Adm. Youth: $5_______    TOTAL: ________ 
       ($8 Value) 

Make checks payable to BUTLER UNIVERSITY 
Mail to: Butler University Athletic Ticket Office, 510 W 49th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46208.  

Mail by: OCTOBER 7TH 

Contact Neil Bloede at neil.bloede@hotmail.com for more information on this event 

For more information on additional Butler Athletic group options, contact Mary LeRose at 

317-940-9390 or mlerose@butler.edu. 


